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A 1cLe I. 


British Epucation: Or, The fource of the diforders of 
Great Britain. Being an effay towards proving, that the im- 
morality, ignorance, and falfe tafte, which fo generally prevail, 
are the natural and neceffary cenfequences of the prefent defective 
Syftem of education. With an attempt to foew, that a revival 
of the art of fpeaking, and the fludy of our own languages 
might contribute, in a great meafure, to the cure of thofe evils. 
In three parts. 1. Of the ufe of thefe fiudies to religion, and 
morality; as alfo, to the fupporfof the Britith conftitution: 
Il. Their abfolnte-neceffity in order to refine, afcertain, and fix 
the Englith language. III. Their ufe in the cultivation of thé 
imstative arts: fhewing, that were the fludy of oratory made 
a neceffary branch of the edugation of youth ; poetry, mufick, 
painting, and fculpture, might_arrive at as high a pitch of 
perfection in England, as ever they did in Athens or Rome. 
By Thomas Sheridan, 4. M. ‘@vo. Pr. 6s. Dodiley. 


HE author of this work chufes to call his dedi-~ 
cation of it to the right honourable the Earl of 
Chefterfield an ADDRESS; as ’tis in the name 
of the public, of the people of Great-Britain, 

that he befpeaks his Jordfhip’s patronage of the’ 
fcheme he has prepared, the utility of which makes the fub- 
jet of his eflay. The fcheme is a defign to revive the long loft 
art of oratory, and to correét, afcertain, and fix the Englifh lan- 

Ne. I. B: guage. 
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guage. He likewife difclaims all the mean views and ufages of 
dedicators ; his encomiums of my Lord Chefferfield are but the 
echo of the public voice; and if they were not, the elegant 
manner in which they are expreiled or infinuated, would pre- 
vent any difguft to the moft delicate reader. 

In the preface, our author, after having fettled his claim to 
the indulgence of a candid and humane reader, proceeds to 
obviate any furmife, as if his plan might jinterfere with the 
prefent eftablifhment of {chools and colleges. With regard to 
this he declares, that the refleétions.awhich he has thrawn out upan 
the many evils attending the prefent mode of education, have nat 
been levelled at the inftitutions themfelves, but at the abufe of them, 
thro” the obftinacy and ignorance of pedantic me ste and unfeilful 
tutors.— He is fo far from thinking a {chool or callege-education 
unnecefjary, that he knows not how a man can well.be a finifhed 
gentleman, without having firft paffed ihr’ thofe. And upon this 
occafion he exprefles his high efteem of the two heads of the 
great feminaries of WVe/iminfter and Eton, Dr. Markham and 
Dr. Bernard; whofe excellent qualifications, and the improve- 
ments in education which they are daily introducing, will lay 
a fure foundation for the fuperitructure he is to raife. 

The effay itfelf is divided mto. three parts or books, the 
eontents of which are fpecified at fome length in the title: 
and indeed it would be an injury done. our readers, as well as 
the author, to pretend to abridge any part of it. He feems to 
be perfectly mafter of his fubject, and to have confidered it 
attentively in all its different lights. His notions are formed 
upon, and confirmed by, thofe of the moft eminent matters, 
ancient and modern: Cicero, Quintilian, Locke, Addifon, Berk- 
ley, du Bos,, Majo; and his quotations from them: ave not the 
Showy remnants which we fee tack’d to the motly compofitions 
of ordinary writers; in Mr. Sheridan they receive as much 
luftre as they give, and are -{carcely ——a from the 
uniform texture of his work. | 

But Mr. Sheridan’s ftile, and his. manner of veritas will be 
beft feen’ by a fpecimen, Book II. Chap. 7. © The ftability of 
« language (fays he) may be confidered in regard to two points, 

“ pronunciation, and meaning.’ To the firft it is neecfliry that 


* the fame words fhould always be founded in the fame man-- 
= - © Mer; 
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* ner; to the laft, that they fhould be always underftood in 
* the fame fenfe. The ufe of fpeech is chiefly inftrumental 
* to the former, of books to the latter. “Ihe more univer- 
fally therefore a language is well and uniformly fpoken by 
* any people, the more likely it is to acquire permanence ag 
‘ to pronunciation: the greater number of correct authors 
* there are in it, who agree in the ufe of words, and the more 
“ generally they are read, the greater profpect is there of giving 
* it ftability as to meaning. ‘To confider thefe two points fe- 
‘ parately. Firft, as to found. ‘To make a language uni- 
‘ verfally and uniformly well fpoken by any people, it is ne- 
© ceflary that the pronunciation fhould be formed upon known 
* invariable rules, and that the cuftomary fpeech fhould be 
© conformable to thofe rules. For as the bulk of the people 
“ cannot be fuppofed to be acquainted with thofe, cuftom muft 
* in that cafe, as well as in moft others, fupply in them the 
‘ want of knowledge. Both thefe points were admirably pro- 
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vided for amongft the Romans. They did not leave the found 
of their language to chance or caprice, it was eftablifhed 
upon rational and certain rules, to which all their public 
fpeakers conformed. ‘This uniformity of pronunciation in 
their orators necefflarily diffufed a general good tafte thro’ 
their hearers, which fupplied the place of rules, and at the 
fame time furnifhed them with a fure criterion, by which 
they might difcover any impropriety in the found of words. 
For being accuftomed to hear their words always founded in 
¢ the fame manner, they would be immediately fenfible of the 
© leaft alteration, and the being new was a fufficient mark to 
© them of the pronunciation’s being vitious. _ It is impoffible 
€ to conceive a more immoveable ftandard to language, con- 
© fidered in regard to found only, or a ftronger bulwark a- 
‘ gainft innovations, than this was. For when the laws of 
‘ pronunciation were once eftablifhed by the orators, upon 
* certain and rational principles, it was no longer in their 
© power to break thro’ them: on the contrary, they were ob- 
‘ liged to a more ftrict and exaét obfervation of the rules than 
¢ any others, and from thenceforth were compelled to follow 


* cuftom, not choice *. For what public fpeaker in his fenfes 
B 2 © would 

** In dicendo autem vitium vel maximum eft a vulgari genere 

* oratoris, atque a confuetudine communis fenfus abborrere. Cic. 
* de Orat.. 1. i.’ 
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« would venture, thro’ an affetation of novelty, to expofe him- 
¢ felf to the cenfure or ridicule of the meaneft of his hearers ? 
‘ Thus the body of the people became the guardians of their 
¢ language, as well as their liberties, and it is obfervable that 
« they both fell together. Nor is this at all wonderful, or 
¢ without its foundation in reafon. For tho’ the multitude 
¢ have not underftanding to form political fyftems, or fix rules 
‘ to languages, nay tho’ they are incapable of knowing or 
« comprehending their fitnefs after they are eftablifhed, yet 
© they will be always found their true and natural fupports, 
< and it is by them alone that either the one or the other can 
‘ be preferved, or deftroyed. However ingenuity and defign 
« may be the property of the few, labour and execution de- 
¢ pend upon the many. Reafon and law may be the province 
¢ of one, but ftrength and cuftom belong to the other. 
« It was to the frequent opportunities they had of hearing 
‘ their public fpeakers, that the Ramans were indebted for their 
* general exactnefs of pronunciation ; from which alfo refulted 
‘ its fixed ftate. Now if we compare our opportunities with 
¢ theirs, it will at once appear, that in this refpeét the advan- 
‘ tage lies greatly on our fide. For befides thofe of the fe- 
¢ nate-houfe, bar, &c. which we have in common with them, 
¢ our.churches furnifh one of more frequent, regular, and ge- 
¢ neral ufe, than all the others. ‘Thefe are daily open to all 
¢ ranks and orders, and it is part of the duty of every perfon 
¢ in the nation to attend divine fervice at leaft one day in the 
¢ week. If therefore the pronunciation of our language were 
¢ fixed by certain rules, and were uniformly and invariably ob- 
‘ ferved by all the clergy, if they had alfo an equal power with 
¢ the orators of old of captivating attention,- and charming the 
‘ ear, is it to be doubted but that a general good tafte, and 
¢ exactnefs of fpeech, tvould be diffufed thro’ the whole peo- 
€ ple, proportionably fuperior to the Romans, as our advan- 
‘ tages and opportunities would be greater and more frequent ? 
‘ This mult be allowed, unlefs the people of this’ cquntry are 
‘ inferior to them both in fenfitive and intelleétual faculties ; 
‘ a point which will hardly be granted.’ ‘Here, you fee, alk 
is clear, unaffected, and exprefiive. 
At other times, when the occafion invites him, he is more 
elevated and poetical, as in Book I. Chap. g. * Too long 
: « have 
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© have the beauties of the Briti/h mufe, like thofe of our la- 4 
* dies, been concealed, or fpoiled, by foreign modes and falfe 
‘ ornaments. ‘The paint and patches of the French, the fan- + 
* taftical head-drefs, the fqueezing ftays, and enormous hoop, 
* only fpoil the bloom of her complexion, the flowing ringlets 
* of her hair, her eafy fhape, and graceful mein.. Should a 
© polifhed Athenian arife, and behold her thus decked out, he 
© would be aftonifhed to fee, in a country enlightened by their 
‘ rules, and example, deformity made a fcience, and barbarifm 
© reduced to rule. ‘Thus adorned like an harlot, fhe inflames 
‘ the youth with wanton defires, and {preads infection thro’ 
© the land. What hopes can there be of a robuft and healthy 
‘ offspring from fuch impure embraces? Let us endeavour to 
* recover her from the tyrannical fway of fafhion and preju- 
‘ dice, and reftore her to her native rights. Let us leave to 
* the fallow French their rouge and white paint, but let the 
‘ Britifob red and white appear in its genuine luftre, as laid 
© on by nature’s own pencil. Let them torture the body into 
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a fantaftick fhape, or conceal crookednefs under an armour 
of fteel ; let them cover puny limbs, and a mincing gait, 
under the wide circumference of an hoop; but let the eafy 
mein, the comely ftature, the fine proportioned limbs de- 
cently revealed, and the unreftrained majefty of motion in 
the Britifh mufe, be difplayed to fight in their native charms. 
Then fhall fhe move forth confeffed the genuine fifter of the 
Grecian mufe, and not the lefs beautiful for being the youn- 
ger. Then fhall her votaries burn with a pure and holy 
flame, and the poetical offspring, from a chafte marriage be- 
tween fenfe and harmony, will be found lovely, vigorous, 
and long-lived ; inftead of monftrous chimeras, fhapes flit- 
ting as clouds, and mere airy echoes produced from the wan- 
ton amours of found and fancy.’ « 

Yet have we a few things againft this elegant author; par- 
ticularly that throughout his whole work he afcribes more to 
his favourite art, than to moft readers can appear reafonable. 
This infeéts even his title-page. Briti/h education! what is it? 
oratory: a part indeed of education, not the whole. The fource of 
our diforders ! whence are they derived ? from the negleé? of ora- 
tory. He had better faid from the fuperfiuity and gbuje of it. 

B 3 The 
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The fame fondnefs betrays him into a tedious difquifition 
concerning the pre-eminence of oratory above its fifter arts, 
poetry, mufic, and painting, and its priority in the order of time; 
gueftions which, however gravely they may have been difcufs’d 
by French authors, might with us be left for a fubject of {chool- 
declamation. If ditlerent fcyons are engrafted on the fame 
ftock, it ig not material in what order the gardener performed 
his work ; ’tis enough if they bear well, and are all nourifhed 
by one common root. ‘The truth is, moft writers, warmed 
or rather: intoxicated by their darling art, inadvertently lofe 
fiche of it, and inftead of the art itfelf, and its proper appli- 
cation and effect, prefent you with idols of their own imagi- 
nation. One will tell you that to be a good man, one muft 
fir= be a good logician; all the errors in life being only fo 
many fophiftical reafonings reduced into aé. The arithmeti- 
cian fays every mifiaken choice proceeds from not comparing and 
rating the yalue of things: and a virtuofo, who had hurt his 
eyes by an over-intenfe contemplation of paintings, aflures us, 
that if we would reform our manners, we cannot do better 
than ftudy the works of the beft mafters in that art. 

Thefe fanciful partialities have introduced much obfcurity 
and confufion, and have multiplied books without end or mea~ 
fure ; and ’tis to an over-weaning fondnefs of this kind, that 
we impute the blemifhes and excrefcences of Mr. Sheridan’s 
work ; for we would not even fufpect him of any finifter view 
in fubftituting a fiévitious caufe of our difarders for the true one. 
‘The true caufe we allow to be bad education, but not the want 
of its laft finifhing touch, oratory ; this were to invert the na- 
tural order of things, Neither let us load the univerfities, nor 
even our /chools, with a greater fhare of blame than they ought 
to bear. Let us not rail at a public, or a private education, at 
academies, Britifh or foreign. In all thefe different methods of 
education, exainples of the def and of the wor/? effeéts might 
eafily be produced. Let us rather trace our di/arders to the 

parlour, and even to the nur/zry; that is, to the cruel negleét, 
and the bad example of parents ; who, in their continual pur- 
fuits of avarice and ambition, or immerfed themfelves in vice, 
or in frivolous amufements, leave the minds of their helplefs 
jnfants to be fathiened by carcleis or unfkilful hands ; and very 
ote; 
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often efface, by am imprudent or vicious behaviour, any im- 
preffions of virtue which their children may have received. 
This, to us, is the moft apparent, and the moft general caufe 
of our diforders, not of our vicious pronunciation only, but of 
our vicious /ves ; of our infenfibility to all obligation, moral 
or divine ; our equal contempt of private virtue, and of public 
{pirit ; and of that quick declenfion from bad to worfe, which 
Horace defcribes ; which no natural, no human means can ftep 
or moderate, till, with a total diflolution of manners, it pro- 


duces that likewife of the civil conftitution. 


“Etas majorum peor avis tulit 
Nos nequiores, mox daturos 
Progeniem vitiofiorem. 


Our fathers have been worfe than theirs, 
And we than ours; next age fhall fee 
A race more profligate than we, 


With all the pains we take, have fkill enough to be. 
RoscoMMon. 


We are no great friends to quotation, yet we cannot on this 
occafion omit a beautiful paflage from the fame author, where 
he defcribes the prudent and affectionate care of his father. 


Ipfe mihi cuftos incorruptiffimus omnes 

Circum doétores aderat. Quid multa? pudicum 

(Qui primus virtutis hones) fervavit ab omni 

Non folim fatto, vertim opprobto quoque turpi : 

Nec timuit fibi ne vitio quis verteret, olim 

Si praco parvas, aut (ut fuit ipfe) coacior 

Mercedes fequerer. Neque ego effem quaftus. 
Ob hoe nunc 

Laus illi debetur, &F @ me gratia major. 

Nil me peeniteat fanum patris hujus : eoque 

Non, ut magna dolo factum negat effe fuo pars, 

Quod non ingenuos habeat clarofque parentes, 

Sic me defendam. Longé mea difcrepat iftis 

Et vox & ratio. 


If only little ftains do fpot my foul, 
(As perfect beauties often have a mole) 
‘Tho’ I’m fecure and free from all the foul ; 


If none on me can truly fix difgrace, 
If I am neither covetous, nor bale ; 


B 4 . If 
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If innocent my life, if (to commend 

Myfelf) I live belov’d by ev’ry friend : 

I thank my father for’t, for he being poor, 

His farm but fmall, the ufual ways forbore ; 

He did not fend me to $ir Fadius {chool 

To teach me arts, and make me great by rule: 
Such as our great mens fons and nobles feek, 
With book in hand, and fatchel round their neck, 
And meanly pay their mafter by the week. 

But firft he boldly brought me up to town, 

‘To fee thofe ways, and make thofe arts my own, 
Which every knight and noble taught his fon : 

So well attended, and fo richly drefs’d 

IT walk’d thro’ Rome, and thofe that view’d me, guefs’d f 
I was a man of wealth, a knight at leaft. 

Himfelf my carefull’{t guardian watch’d me ftill, 
In fhort, he fo fupprefs’d the growth of ill, 

That (virtue’s hight) not only kept me pure 
From vitious deeds, but ill repute fecure : 

Nor did he fear the cenfuring world fhould blame 
His high defigns, or I be damn’d with fhame, 

If after all his coft I fhould be made 

A common cryer, or a meaner trade ; 

Or elfe, as he himfelf, have poorly liv’d 

A mean excife-man, nor fhould I have griev’d : 

I owe more thanks, and more refpeét for this, 
Nor thall I e’er, whatever fops advife, f 
Repent of fuch a father if I’m wife. 

Therefére as others when the haughty fcorn, 
"Twas not our fault we were not nobly born ; 

I do not fay, nor mind thofe meaner cares ; 


My words and thoughts are different far from theirs. 
CREECH, 


As to the force of pulpit oratory, which our author {peaks of 
as in a manner irrefiftible, we cannot help being of an opinion 
fomewhat different from his. ‘The talent indeed is very orna- 
mental, and may be exceedingly ufeful, when accompanied 
with the other more effential qualifications of a preacher, but 
without them, it is a founding brafs, and a tinkling cymbal. It 
may even defeat its own end, if pride, fufficiency, ambition, 
and ingratitude to ones firft patrons and benefactors, are feen 
to lurk under it. Kngwledge, this fort above all other, puffeth 
uty but chariy edifieth; that charity which fhines forth in the 
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blamelefs life of a confcientious minifter. Befides, the effe& 
of oratory is tranfient; and it has been always the beft and 
the moft properly applied on tranfient occafions, as in ha- 
ranguing an army immediately before they engaged. Piety is 
a habit, not a tranfient ad; and we all know how foon after 
we quit our pews, we forget what manner of men we were, that 
the orator’s impreffion vanifhes as the animal fpirits fubfide, 
and we mix again with the world. 

An exemplary life, on the contrary, is a continual fermon; 
a continual folace and encouragement to the good man, as it 
is a continual reproach and condemnation to the wicked. The 
Lorp is not in the thunder-ftorm of eloquence, or of controver- 
fial virulence ; the Loro is not in the high wind of declamation, 
He is in the fill /mall voice of good example. 

The utility of this art in fenates and public affemblies is fill 
more equivocal ; in them it is a keen two-edged inftrument, 
fitted alike to fave and to deftroy. In the hands of a Demo/- 
thenes or of a Cicero, it can at leaft protract the fate of empires; 
in thofe of a feditious tribune, or of a profligate fenator, it fills 
the world with faction, diforder, and treafons. And the {peech 
of Czfar, in favour of Catiline and his accomplices, remains 
an eternal monument how artfully the greateft crimes may be 
extenuated by a fkillful orator. Let us ftudy and admire the 
models of ancient art; let us form and polifh our language 
upon them, till it reach the heighth of elegance, propriety, and 
manly ftrength ; but let us not forget the difference of times 
and circumftances, nor the peculiar nature of our own con- 
ftitution. With us there wants only a clear and orderly ex- 
pofition of faéts, a found judgment to compare and apply them, 
and an uncorrupted heart devoted to the public good. The 
ornamental part, beyond what is neceflary to fix our attention, _ 
is rather foreign and fuperfluous; it becomes even juftly fuf- 
pected : when the profufion of fiowers is exceffive, a ferpent, 
we fay, may lie hid under them. 

But we need not expatiate on thefe things; Mr. Sheridan’s 
plan will have led him to confider the abufes of oratory mor¢ 
particularly than we can pretend to do: as a chymift is rather 
more folicitous to defcribe exactly the preparations that are 


noxious, than the falutary and ufeful. He will no doubt point 
out 
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out the means how we may guard ourfelves againft all the fur- 
prifes of oratorial art; how we may diftinguifh true patriotifm 
from the feducing language of ambition, pique, and difap- 
pointment; what allowances are to be made for an orator’s 
being iz or out of place; and how a man’s conduét at different 
times, and on different occafions, may ferve as a commentary 
on his harangues. ‘The difcuffion of thefe ufeful queftions, 
and others of a like kind, we may expect from the: fuperior 
abilities and integrity of Mr. Sheridan; whofe work, as far as 
he has yet carried it, we can freely recommend to our readers, 


as equally entertaining and inftructive. 





ArT. II. A.Cornexius Census of medicine. In eight books. 
Tranflated, with notes critical and explanatsry, by James 


Greive, M7. D. 8vo. Pr. 6s. Wilfon. 


HIS tranflation is dedicated to Mr. Sharpe, Surgeon to 

Guy’s hofpital. ‘There is a preface giving an account of 
the work; and a table of Roman meafures, reduced to the 
Englifh tandard, prefixed to the book, for the convenience of 
the unlearned reader. 

The doétor feems to have taken great pains to. preferve the 
toncifenefs and weight of his author’s ftile, which however he 
has not, we apprehend, been always able to manage. ‘There 
are fome incorreétnefles in the language, which very few wri- 
ters, who are not born in England, can avoid.—In the dedica- 
tion he fays, ¢ No writer in this age appears to havea more 
‘ juft efteem for this excellent author, or to have imitated his 
* concifenefs and elegance with fo much fuccefs ;’ and then 
concludes with * I am with great efteem, &c.’ leaving us to 
guefs who this accomplifhed perfon is; for the firft part of the 
fentence, even when joined to this, will not imply that Mr. 
Sharpe is the man. 

In page 3. he tells us, * Serapion maintained that the ra- 
* tional method of ftudy was foreign to the art of medicine, 
‘ and confined it to praétice and experience.” What muft a 
mere Englifh reader think of this diftinftion between the ra- 


tional method of ftudying medicine, and piactice and experi- 
‘ ence? 
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ence ?.Will he think any method can be more rational than 
that of practice and experience? Would not rationalis difciplina 
have been more properly tranflated by the word theory? or 
at leaft he ought to have explained the fect of rationals in 
a ‘note. 

In the very next page we find the following fentence, which 
to us appears unintelligible, ‘ They call thefe caufes occult, 
¢ in which we inquire of what principles our bodies are com- 
‘ pofed, what conftitutes health, and what ficknefs.’ If this 
be the literal tranflation of Ced/us, his meaning is very occult 
indeed. His words are thefe, Abditas caufas vocant, in quibus 
requiritur, ex quibus principis noftra corpora fint, quid fecundamy 
quid adverfam valetudinem faciat; which we apprehend ought 
to be thus Englifhed, * Concealed caufes they call thofe, in the 
‘ inveftigation of which it is neceflary to know the component 
‘ principles of our bodies, what conftitutes health, and what 
produced diftemper.’—Alia, fi in fpiritu, he tranflates, ¢ an- 
‘ other, if in the infpired air.’ Thhis has the air of fomething 
very myfterious ; one would be apt to think it alludes to fome- 
thing divine and fupernatural, a ri Ssiov in the circumambient 
air, or fome fine mufical compofition, whereas it means no- 
thing more than the air which we breathe. 

Page 7. the tranflator adopts the opinion of fome criticks 
and commentators, who read confracium, in oppofition to the 
ancient editions, who have it contaétum; becaufe this laft (he 
fays) conveys no convenient fenfe; therefore he ufes confrac- 
tum, and tranflates it by afperity ; neverthelefs he in a note 
offers his own conjecture in favour of anfracium. We are 
not of their opinion who reje& the old reading contactum, which 
we conceive to mean the touch that difcovered the degree of 
irritability in the vifcera which were expofed; a very curious 
and effectual methed of examination, which has lately been 
practifed with great fuccefs by Haller. 

Page 10. * They afk too, whether reafon prefcribes the 
< fame as experience, or fomething different?’ a very ftrange 
queftion truly ! here reafon and experience are again fet at va~ 
riance ; when if the words theory and praétice had been ufed, 
there would have been no inconfiftency.-We apprehend the 
werd dige/tio, in the fame page, implies difcuffion, rather than 

diftri- 
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diftribution, into which it is tranflated. Cel/us fays it is of fmall 
importance to know the manner in which a difeafe is difcuffed 
er diffolved ; but the bufinefS is to know what will beft con- 
tribute to its difcuffion. Dr. Greive fays, * Nor is it of any 
* importance in what manner the diftribution is performed ; 
« but what is eafieft diftributed.”. Now we cannot fee that it 
is of any importance to know how a difeafe is eafieft diftri- 
buted ; nor can we fee what is meant by this diftribution. 

Page 11. Nam ne uterum quidem, ut nihilominus atrem contineat, 
fpirante homine poffe diduct, we find thus interpreted, ¢ for that 
* the abdomen indeed inay be opened, while a man breathes :” 
furely the ut nihtlominus aérem contineat is not retained in this 
tranflation, even tho’ we give him up the particle ze. The 
author tells us that nothing can be more foolifh than to fup- 
pofe that the infide of a dying, nay even of a dead man re- 
fembles that of a living fubject ; for we cannot even divide the 
abdomen of a living animal, without letting the air efcape, 
confequently the pofition and colour of the vifcera muft be 
changed. 

Page 23. Excites the body, conveys but a flat and imperfect 
idea of corpus excitat, which implies fomething that communi- 
cates a fpring to the folds. For the fymptoms of a gravedo, 
which he might have called a /uffing in the head, or a de- 
fruxion of rheum, he refers to Book IV. chap. 4. in which no 
fuch diforder is mentioned.——We meet with other little inac- 
euracies, which we have no pleafure in enumerating, viz. 
thefe, for thofe ; none, for nobody ; cucurbital, for a cupping veffel; 
forbile eggs, tor foft eggs ; fordid wool, for unwafhed wocl. Sure 
there is fome difference, when the bufinefs is to make applica 
tion to the infide of the fauces: a furgeon would commit a 
difagreeable miftake, wese he, on the authority of this tran- . 
flation, to dip a little wool in the common fewer, and then 
thruft it into the patient’s mouth. 

It is an invidious tafk to hunt after blemifhes, and therefore 
we fhall go no farther; but obferve on the whole, that there 
is fome merit even in attempting the tranflation of this excel- 
lent work, which cannot be too univerfally underftood. Dr. 
Greive feems to be a man of learning, and will no doubt rec- 


tify thofe little overfights, fhould the tranflation come to fecond 
edition, 
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edition. With refpeét to the elegance and perfpicuity of his 
ftile, the reader may judge for himfelf from the following quo- 
tations. ; 

© Book III. Chap. I. General divifion of diftempers. 

‘ Having already confidered all that relates to diftempers in 
‘ general, I come to treat of the cure of each diftin@ly. Now 
“ the Greeks divided them into two kinds, the one they called 
“ acute, the other chronic. And becaufe their procefs was not 
< always the fame, for this reafon fome ranged the fame diftem- 
© pers amongft the acute, which others reckoned in the number 
* of the chronic. From whence it is plain, that there are more 
‘kinds of them. For fome are fhort and acute, which either 
‘ carry off a perfon quickly, or are themfelves foon terminated. 
‘ Others are of long continuance, from which there is neither 
‘ a fpeedy recovery, nor fpeedy death. And the third kind are 
© thofe, which are fometimes acute, and fometimes chronic ; 
‘and this happens not only in fevers, where it is moft fre- 
‘quent; but alfo in other difeafes. And befides thefe, there 
* is a fourth kind ; which can neither be called acute, becaufe 
‘they are not mortal; nor yet chronic, becaufe if remedies 
“ are ufed, they are eafily cured. When I come to treat of 
‘each, I fhall point out to what kind they belong. 

‘ Now I fhall divide all of them into thofe, that feem to 
© affect the whole body, and thofe, which occur in particular 
‘parts. After a few general obfervations upon them all, I 
* fhall begin with the firft. Though there is no diftemper in 
‘which fortune can pretend to more power than art, or art 
* than nature ; fince medicine can do nothing in oppofition to 
‘ nature: yet a phyfician is more excufable for want of fuccefs 
‘jn acute, than in chronic diforders. For in the firft, there is 
“but a fmall fpace, within which, if the remedies do not fuc- 
‘ ceed, the patient dies: in the other cafe, there is time both 
‘ for deliberation, and a change of medicines ; fo that very fel- 
* dom, where a phyfician is called at its beginning, an obedient 
* patient is loft without his fault. Neverthelefs, a chronic di- 


-€ftemper, when it is firmly rooted, becomes equally difficult 


‘ with an acute one. And indeed the older an acute diftemper 
‘is, fo much the more eafily it is cured; but a chronic one, 
“the more recent it is. 


¢ There 
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‘ There is another thing we ought not to be ignorant of ; 
* that the fame remedies don’t agree with all patients. Whence 
‘it happens, that the greateft authors extol fome one remedy, 
< fome another, each recommending his own as the only one, 
« according as they had fucceeded with themfelves. It is fit 
© therefore, when any thing does not anfwer, not to pay fo much 
“regard to the author of it, as to the patient, and to make 
© trial of one thing after another. Remembring however, that 
¢ in acute diftempers, what does not relieve, muft be quickly 
‘changed: in the chronic, which time both caufes, and re- 
© moves, whatever has not immediately done fervice, is not 
* to be haftily condemned ; much lefs muft that be difconti- 
© nued, which does but give a fmall relief, becaufe its good 
* effects are completed by time. 


‘Chap. II. General diagnoflics of acute and chronic, increafing 
“ and declining difeafes ; the difference of regimen in each; and 
< precautions neceffary upon the apprebenfion of an approaching 
« illnefs. 

‘Tt is eafy to know in the beginning, whether a diftemper 
‘be acute, or chronic: not in thofe only, that are always the 
“fame; but in thofe alfo, that vary. For when the pa- 
‘ roxyfms and violent pains without intermiffions diftrefs, the 
« difeafe is acute. When the pains are gentle, or the fever 
‘ flow, and there are confiderable intervals betwixt the fits, 
«and thofe fymptoms accede, which have been explained in 
© the preceding book, ’tis plain, that the diftemper will be of 
‘ long continuance. 

"Tis neceffary alfo to obferve, whether the diftemper in- 

“ creafes, or is at a ftand, or abates; becaufe fome remedies 

‘ are proper for diforders increafing, more for thofe, that are 

© upon the decline. And thofe, which are fuitable to in- 

‘ crealing diforders, when an acute diftemper is gaining ground, 

“ ought rather to be tried in the remiflions. Now a diftem- 

‘ per increafes, while the pains and paroxyfins grow more f{e- 

‘vere; when the paroxyfms return after a fhorter interval, 

and Jaft longer than the preceding did. And even in chronic 

* diforders, that have not fuch marks, we may know them to 
‘ be increafing, if fleep is uncertain, if concoétion g grows worfe, 
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‘ if the inteftinal excretion is more fetid, if the fenfes are more 
‘heavy, the underftanding more flow, if:cold or heat runs 
“over the body, if the fkin grows more pale. But the con- 
‘ trary fymptoms to thefe are marks of its decreafe. 

‘ Befides in acute diftempers, the patient muft not be allow- 
‘ed nourifhment fo foon, not till they be upon the decline ; 
‘ that fafting by a diminution of matter may break its violence ; 
‘in chronic diforders, fooner, that he may be able to endure 
¢ the continuance of the difeafe. But if the diftemper happens 
“not to be in the whole body, but only in a particular part, 
‘ yet it is more neceflary to fupport the ftrength of the whole 
“ body, than of the part; fince by means of that ftrength the 
« difeafed parts may be cured. It alfo makes a great difference, 
‘whether a perfon has been properly or wrong treated from 
‘the beginning: becaufe a method of cure is lefs fuccefsful, 
‘where it has been often applied unfuccefsfully. If one has 
‘ been injudicioufly treated, but ftill poficties his natural ftrength, 
‘he is quickly reftored by a proper managment. 

‘ But fince I began with thofe fymptoms, which afford 
‘ marks of an approaching illnefs, I fhall commence the me- 
“thods of cure from the fame period. Wherefore if any of 
‘thofe things *, which have been mentioned, happen, reft 
‘and abftinence are beft of all: if any thing is drank, it 
‘ fhould be water; and fometimes it is fufficient to do that for 
“one day ; fometimes for two days, if the alarming fymptoms 
“continue; and immediately after fafting, very little food 
‘ muft be taken, water muft be drank; the day after, wine; 
‘ then every other day by turns water and wine, till al! caufe 
‘of fear be removed. for by thefe means often a dengerous 
‘ diftemper impending is averted. Anda great many are de- 
‘ ceived, while they hope upon the firft day immediately to re- 
‘move a languor either by exercife, ba:hing, or a gentle 
‘ purge, or vomiting, or fweating, or drinking wine. Not 
‘ but this may fometimes happen, or anfwer their expectations, 
‘but that it more frequently fails; and abftinence alone may 
‘cure without any danger. Efpecially as that may be regu-, 
‘ lated according to the degree of one’s apprehenfions ; and if, 
‘ the fymptoms are flight, it is fufficient only to. abftain from, 

© wine ; 


* Thofe things, &c,] See book ii, cap. 2. 
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* wine; a diminution of which affifts more than leflening the 
“quantity of food: if they are fomewhat more dangerous, 
‘it may ferve the turn not only to drink water (as in the firft 
“cafe) but to forbear flefh too: and fometimes to take lefs 
© bread than ordinary, and confine onefelf to moift food, eff 2- 
“cially greens. And it may be fufficient then only to ab- 
¢ ftain entirely from food, wine and all motion, when vio- 
“lent fymptoms give the alarm. And without doubt fcarce 
¢ any body will fall into a diftemper, who does not negleé it, 
“but take care by thefe means to oppofe its beginning in due 
* time. 
© Chap. III. Of the feveral kinds of fevers. 

‘ Thefe are the rules to be obferved by fuch as are in health, 
“that are only apprehenfive of the caufe. We next proceed 
*to the cure of fevers, which is a kind of dileafe, that 
« affects the whole body, and is the moft common of all. Of 
“ thefe one is a quotidian, another a tertian, and a third a quar- 
“tan. Sometimes fome fevers alfo return after a longer period, 
“but that feldom occurs. With regard to the former, they 
© are both difeafes in themfelves, and a cure for others. 

« But quartan fevers are more fimple. ‘They begin com- 
* monly with a fhuddering ; then a heat breaks out; after the 
“ paroxyfin is over, the patient is well for two days. So that 
* it returns upon the fourth day. 

« Of tertians again there are two kinds. One of them 
* both beginning and ending like the quartan; with this dif- 
“ference only, that there is one day’s intermiffion, and it re- 
‘turns upon the third. The other kind is much more fa- 
tal, which indeed returns upon the third day, but of forty- 
‘eight hours thirty-fix are occupied by the fit (and fome- 
‘ times either lefs or more) nor does it entirely ceafe in the 
‘remifiion ; but is only mitigated. This kind moft phyficians 
* call femitertian *. 

¢ But quotidians are various, and different in their appear- 
ances. For fome of them begin with a heat,. others with 
‘a coldnefs, others with a fhuddering. I call that a cold- 
‘ nefs, when the extremities of the limbs are chilled; a fhud- 
‘dering, whep the whole body trembles. Again, fume end, 
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€ {> as to be followed by an interval quite free from indifpofi- 

tion; others fo, as that though the fever fomewhat abates, 

“yet fome relicks remain, till another paroxyfm come on ; 
_ © and others often remit little or nothing, but continue as they 

“begun. Some again are attended with a very vehement heat, 

© others more tolerable: fome. are equal every day, others un- 
equal, and alternately milder one day and more fevere ano- 
ther: fome return at the fame time the following day, others 
either later or fooner: fome by the fit and the intermiffion 
take up a day and a night, fome lefs, others more: fome, 
when they go off, caufe a fweat, others donot; and in fome 
a fweat leaves the patient well, in others it only renders the 
body weaker: fometimes alfo one fit comes on each day, 
‘ fometimes two or more. Whence it frequently happens, 
“that every day there are feveral both paroxyfms and remii- 
‘ fions ; yet fo as that each of them anfwers to fome preceding 
“one. Sometimes too the fits are fo irregular, that ‘neither 
¢ their durations nor intermiffions can be obferved. Nor is it 
“true, which is alledged by fome, that no fever is irregular, 
‘ unlefs it arife from a vomica, or an inflammation, or an ul- 
‘cer. For the cure would always be eafier, if this were fact. 
* For what is occafioned by the evident caufes, alfo proceeds 
‘from the occult. Nor do thofe difpute about things, but 
‘words, who alledge, that when feverifh paroxyfms come on 
‘ in different manners in the fame diftemper, thefe are not ir- 
‘regular returns of the fever, but new and different fevers 
© fucceflively arifing. Which however would have no rela- 
“tion to the method of cure, though it weretrue. The in- 
‘ tervals alfo are fometimes pretty long, at other times fcarce 
‘ perceptible. 
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© Book 5. Preface. 

* Having gone through thofe difdorders of the body, which 

‘ are principally relieved by diet, we muit now proceed to that 
‘ branch of phyfic, which depends more upon medicines. ‘].he 
‘ancient authors put great confidence in them; fo did Era- 
‘ fftratus, and thofe, who ftiled themfelves empirics. ‘I heir 
“efficacy was ftill more extolled by Hercpbilus and his fol- 
‘lowers; infomuch that they attempted to cure no diftemper 
‘without them. ‘They have wrote a great deal too concerning 
‘ Ne, J, . C : ‘ the 
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‘ the virtues of medicines: fuch as the treatifes of Zeno, or 
‘ Andreas, or Appollonius, who was firnamed Adus. Not with- 
‘ out reafon Afclepiades in a great meafure laid afide the ufe of 
¢‘ them: and becaufe almoft all medicines offend the ftomach, 
‘ and afford bad juices, he chofe to apply all his care to the 
‘ management of the diet. But though this be more ufeful in 
‘ moft diftempers, yet many diforders are incident to our bodies, 
¢ which cannot be totally removed without medicines. ”Tis fit 
‘ to obferve in the firft place, that all the branches of medicine 
‘ are fo connected together, that they cannot be feparated ; but 
‘each derives its appellation from that; which is principally 
‘ made tfe of in it. And therefore as that which cures by diet, 
‘fometimes employs medicines; 1o the other, which chiefly 
‘ works by medicines, ought alfo to take in the diet, which is 
‘ of great fervice in all diforders of the body. But fince all me- 
dicines have fome peculiar powers, and often give relief fingle, 
often mixed, it feems not improper firft of all to mention both 
‘ their names and virtues, and the compofitions of them; that 
‘ our work may be fhortened, when we come to the curative 


* part. 
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‘Chap. I. Medicines for flopping blood. 

‘ A bleeding is ftopped by copperas, which the Greeks call 
chalcanthus *, chalcitis*, acacia, lycium with water, frankin- 
cenfe, aloes, gum”, calcined lead‘, leeks, blood herb, either 
‘ Cimolian, or potter’s chalk, mify ‘4, cold water, wine, vine- 

* gar, 

© 2 Chalcitis.] Pliny, lib. xxxiv. cap. 2. fays this was an ore of 

‘copper, and found in Cyprus. -Diofcorides defcribes the beft chal- 

‘ citis as refembling copper, eafily friable, having fhining veins. 
‘ Lib. v. cap. 889. 

‘> Gus, when mentioned alone in any of the antient authors, is 
* underftood to be the fame with what now bearsthe name of gum 
* Arabic. 

“¢ Calcined lead. Plumbum.combuflum.} The procefs for this is 
‘mentioned by Dic/corides under the correfpondent Greek name.— 
‘It a by putting very thin laminz oflead, with fulphur 
‘ flrewed upon cach of them, into an earthen pot, and keeping 
‘ them on the fire, ftirred with aniron rod, til the lead was con- 
‘verted intoafhes. It was afterwards rubbed in a mortar, and 


. of” 


‘ wafhed by repeated affufions of water, till no drois {wam at top. 


‘ Disfcorid. lib. v. cap. 870. 
‘« Mify.) This hath the fame virtaes as the chalcitis, and they 
‘ only differ in the degree of firength. ‘The the belt comes from Cy- 


® yarnavbos, 


* pris, 




















Dr. Greive’s A. Cornelius Celfus. 1g 


‘ gar, allum‘, melinum ‘, fcales both of iron ® and copper ; 
‘and of this laft there are two fpecies, the one of common 
“ copper, the other of red copper. 


Chap. II. Agglutinants and reftringents. 


‘A wound is agglutinated by myrrh, frankincenfe, gum, 
¢ efpecially acanthine, fleawort, tragacanth, cardamom, bul- 
“ buffes, lintfeed, crefles, white of an egg, glue, ifinglafs, 
¢ the white vine, {nails bruifed with their fhells, boiled honéy, 


‘ fponge fqueezed out of cold water or vinegar; or fordid 
‘wool dipped in the fame, if the wound be flight; alfo cob- 


© webs. 
‘ Both {ciffile allum, which is called {chifton + and the li- 


“quid are reftringent, alfo melinum, orpiment, verdigreafe, 
‘ chalcitis, copperas. 
Chap. III. Medicines for promoting a fuppuration. 


‘ Maturating and fuppurating medicines are nard, myrrh, 
*coftus, balfam, galbanum, propolis‘, ftorax, both the foot 
‘ of frankincenfe * and its bark, bitumen, pitch, fulphur, refin, 


‘ fuet, fat, and oil. 
Chap. 


‘ prus, of a gold colour, hard, and when broke fhining and ftel- 
‘lated. Dioforid. lib. v. cap 891. 

‘© Allum.| There ‘are feveral kinds of this mentioned by the 
‘ antients. Diofcorides {ays the {ciffile, round, and liquid were ap- 
‘ my to medicinal purpofes, and that the {ciflile was the beft. 
* Lib. v. cap. 897. 

*! Melinum.| As our author in this place mentions only fimples, 
‘ he cannot intend by this word, oil of quinces ; fo that it mutt ei- 
‘ ther be a kind of colour, that came from Melos, or elfe the Me- 
* han allum ; in which laft fenfe the comma ought to be expunged 
* betwixt a/umen, and Melinum —But’tis neceflary to obferve, that 
* our author mentioning this {pecies of allum in the fixth book, calls 
© it Alumen Melium, which in other editions is A/umen Meknum. 

‘8 /ron fcales are reckoned to have the fame virtue as its ruft, 
* but not fo efficacious. 

©h White vine. Paul 7 gineta mentions the Ampelos leuce, or 
white vine, which he faid was alfo called dryonia. Lab. vii. 

‘+ Propolis is a gluey matter, of a fetid {mell, found in the honey 
“comhs, which Péiny {ays ferves to keep out the cold.— Dave calls 
* it bee-bread.— Others call it bee-glue. . 

* © Soot of Srankincenfe.| Diofcorides orders it to be made thus,— 
“ With a pair of fimall tongs lighta bit of thus at a lamp, and put 
** it into a new hollow earthen veffel, which is covered with a cone 

‘tT Cxise, 
Cz “ cave 

















* lib. xii. cap. 27, 
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‘Chap. IV. Medicines for opening wounds. 


¢ Wounds are opened like mouths in bodies, which in Greeé 
‘ is called anaftomoun +, by cinnamon, balfam, panaces, long 
“ cyperus, penny-royal, white violet flowers, bdellium, galba- 
‘num, turpentine and pine refin, propolis, old oil, pepper, 
* pellitory, ground pine, ftavefacre, fulphur, allum, feed of rue. 


‘Chap. V. Cleanfers. 


‘ Cleanfers are verdigreafe, orpiment, which by the Greeks 
‘ is called arfenicon ¢ (this in all refpects has the fame proper- 
‘ ties with fandarach * but is ftronger) copper fcales, pumice, 
‘iris, balfam, ftorax, frankincenfe, incenfe bark, both pine 
and turpentine refin liquid, flower of the wild vine, lizard’s 
‘ dung, blood of a pigeon, and ring-dove, and fwallow, am- 
€ moniacum, bdellium (which has the ame virtues with the 
‘ammoniacum, but is not fo ftrong) fouthernwood, dry figs, 
‘ gnidian berry', fhavings of ivory, omphacium™, radifh, the 
‘ coagulum of blood, but efpecialiy that of a hare (which has 
‘the fame properties of others, but in this cafe is more effi- 


‘ cacious) ox gall, raw yolk of an egg, hartfhorn, glue, crude 
* honey, 


«* cave copper one, with an opening in the middle, and carefully 
“* anointed over ; on one fide or both put {mall ftones to the height 
“* of four fingers, to fhew if it burns, and that there may be room 
“to put in other bits, before the firit be entirely extinguithed ; and 
** continue this, till you obferve a futticient quantity of foot col- 
* lefted ; always wetting the external fide ot the copper with a 
«‘ fpcnge dip’d in cold water. For thus all the foot wiil be fixed, 
«« when this is not too much heated : otherwife it would fly of again 
“< by reafon of its lightnefs, and be mixed with the afhes of the thus.” 
« Lib. 1. cap.85. 

“ « Sandarach.) This is the mineral fandarach, or red arfenic. 

<1! Gnidian berry | Modern botanilts are not agreed, what this 
‘ berry of the antients was ; fome taking it for the mezereon, or 
‘ fpurge olive, others for the fpurge flax. _ uw 
« © Omphacium.] Of this there were two kinds, the one the juice 
‘ of unripe olives, and the other the juice of unripe grapes, Psa. 


‘+ cvasoey. This word Ce/fas here tranflates literally to open 


4 dike a mouth. 
° ft OC posviKOr. 
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‘honey, mify, chalcitis, faffron, ftavefacre, litharge, galls, 
‘ copper fcales ", blood-ftone, minium, coftus, fulphur, crude 
‘ pitch, fuet, fat, oil, rue, leeks, lentils, vetches. 


© Chap. VI. Corroding medicines. 


© Corrofives are liquid allum, but more efpeciaily the round, 
© verdigreafe, chalcitis, mify, copper fcales, efpecially of the 
* red kind, calcined copper°, fandarach, minium from Sinope, 
© caifia, balfam, myrrh, inceife bark, galbanum, liquid tur- 
¢ pentine refin, both kinds of pepper, but chiefly the round, 
‘cardamom, orpiment, lime, nitre, and aphronitre °, feed of 
‘ fmallage, narciflus-root, omphacium, baftard Jponge, oil of 
‘bitter almonds, garlick, crude honey, wine, maftich-tree, 
‘ iron fcales, ox-gall, fcammony, ftavefacre, cinnamon, ftorax, 
¢ feed of rue, refin, feed of narciflus, falt, bitter almonds, as 
¢ well as their oil, copperas, chryfocolla %, calcined fhells. 


‘Chap. VII. Eating medicines. 


‘ The medicines, which eat fiefh, are the juice of acacia, 
‘ ebony, verdigreaie, copper fcales, chryfocolla, Cyprus afhes ', 
C 3 nitre, 


“" Copper fcales.| This mutt be an interpolation, as in this fame 
‘ chapter, which mentions only the clafs of cleanfers, it occurred 
“ before. 

‘ © Calcined copper.) The metal was calcined by being put into a 
‘ pot, fratum super firatum, with fulphur and falt.—Or elfe the cop- 
‘ per was kept for feveral days in the fire in a pot by itfelf.— Others 
again added allom to it, or fulphur alone, which lait gave it a footy’ 
‘ colour.—It was wafhed in a mortar, and the water changed four 
‘ times a day, till no froth arofe in it. Déo/corid. lib. v. cap. 861. 

‘ @ Aphronitre.| The fpume or froth of nitre was of a purpliih co- 
‘Jour, and the lighter the better. It had the fame virtues with ni- 
‘ tre.—Id. lib. v. cap. gos. 

© @ Chryfacolla.} I have here retained the original word, becaufe 
‘ naturalilts are not agreed, that it was the modern borax. Diofcori- 
“ des fays the Armenian is the beit, and in colour it refembles lecks— 
‘ What is full of earth and ftones is to be rejected. Lib. v. c. 878. 

“* Cyprus afbes. Cinis Cyprius.] I don’t remember that this is 
‘ mentioned by any other antient author ; but it has probably been 
‘ the afhes of the tree or plant of this name, or perhaps fome parti- 
‘ cular kind of afges brought from the ifland of Cypras. 
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¢nitre, cadmia‘, litharge, hypociftis', diphryges*, falt, or- 
¢piment, fulphur, rocket, fandarach, falamander “, baftard 
‘ fponge, flower of copper *, chalcitis, copperas, ochre, lime, 
* vinegar, galls, allum, milk of the wild fig-tree, or of fea 
‘ fpurge, which by the Gree&s is called tithymallus+, animal 
€ gall, foot of frankincenfe, fpodium’, lentil, honey, olive- 

* leaves, 


‘ * Cadmia.| The beft is the Cyprian, called botryitis, folid, mo- 
‘ derately heavy, being cluftered like a bunch of grapes, of the co- 
* lour of {podium, and being broke it appears cineritious and ong 
* nous within. There are other kinds of it inferior, known by the 
* names onychitis, zonitis, and oftracitis. For burning cadmia it is 
¢ hid in live coals, till it grows diaphanous, and runs into bubbles 
‘ like the fcoria of iron; afterwards it is extinguifhed in Aminean 
‘wine. Some burn it thus three times, till it be perfeétly converted 
* into afhes ; and then they ufe it inftead of fpodium. It is wafhed 
§ in a mortar, and the water changed, till no drofs appears on the 
‘top. Diofcorid. ib. v. cap. 853.—J] have here mentioned particu- 
‘ larly the burning and wafhing of cadmia, becaufe it may ferve to 
‘ fhew the nature of this aeieel in other minerals, when our author 
¢ prefcribes fuch ; and Diofco:ides in mentioning them often refers 
* to cadmia as the general example. 

«t Aypocifis grows near the roots of ciftus. The juice of it is 
f infpiflated like the acacia; and it has the fame qualities. Dio/corid, 
‘lib. i. cap. 128. 

<u Diphryges.| This is not known in medicine at prefent. Djo- 
* feerides {ays * there are three fpecies of it. One of the metallic 
** kind found only in Cyprus, which is firtt dried in the fun, and 
** then burnt by laying {ticks all round it. Whence its name from 
‘* being twice torrified. A fecond kind is found at the bottom of 
“* the copper furnaces after {melting. ‘The third is the pyrites ftone 
** calcined for feveral days in a furnace, till it have the colour of 
*‘cinnabar. The tafte of diphryges is eruginous, affringent, and 
** vehemently drying upon the tongue.” Lib. v. cap. 894. 

‘w Salamender.] Our author here intends the animal fo called, 
* and Diofcorides afcribes to it this virtue. It was burnt and the 
‘ afhes made ufe of. Lib. ii. cap. 255. 

‘ x Flower of copter,| Fles aris is obtained, when the melted cop- 
‘ per runs from the farnace, by pouring cold water uponit to refrige- 
‘ rate it. For by the fudden check, this fubftance is as it were fpwed 
* out, and coacretes into flowers. Id. lib. v. cap. 862. 

‘Y Spodium was {craped off the walls of furnaces mixed with fparks, 
‘and fometimes coals; that, which was generated in the gold 
¢ farnaces, was reckoned beft for the eyes. Péim. lib. xxxiv. 
M4 C2p. 13. 
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‘ leaves, hore-hound, blood-ftone, and the Phrygian*, and 
© Mian, and Sciffile* tones, mify, wine, and vinegar ®; 
© Chap. VIII. Cau/fics. 

‘ Cauftics are orpiment, copperas, chalcitis, mify, verdi- 
“ greafe, lime, burned paper‘, falt, copper fcales, burned lees, 
‘myrrh, dung of a lizard, and pigeon, and ring-dove, and 
‘ fwallow, pepper, gnidian berry, garlick, diphryges, both the 
‘ milks mentioned in. the laft chapter, hellebore both white 
‘ and black, cantharides, coral, pellitory, frankincenfe, fala- 
‘ mander, rocket, fandarach, ftavefacre, chryfocolla, ochre, 
‘ Sciffile allum, fheep’s dung, flower of wild vine. 


‘ Chap. IX. Medicines for forming crujts upon ulcers. 


‘ The fame medicines form crufts upon ulcers, as if they 
‘ were burnt by fire, but particularly chalcitis, efpecially if it 
‘ be calcined, flower of copper, verdigreafe, orpiment, mify, 
‘ and the efficacy of the laft is increafed by calcination. 


‘Chap. X. Refolvents for crufts. 


¢ The crufts (efchars) of ulcers are refolved by wheat meal 
¢ with rue or leeks or lentils, with the addition of fome honey.’ 


«2 Phrygian.) This was made ufe of by the dyers in Phrygia, 
“whence its name. The beft is pale-coloured and moderately pon- 
‘ derous, not firm in its concretions, and having white veins. Dio/. 
‘jib.v.cap.gi5. | 

‘ @ Scifile.] This is produced in the weftern Jberia. The beft is 
© of a faffron colour; eafily broke and fplit ; in its contexture it re- 
“fembles the fal ammoniac. Diofcord. lib. v. cap. g19. 

‘> Vinegar is fuperfluous, becaufe mentioned before in the fame 
‘ chapter. 

«© Burned paper.| It muft be obferved the paper of the antients 
‘ was made from the papyrus or paper-reed. 





Art. II]. 4 Harmony of the Four Gofpels; in which the na- 
tural order of each is preferved; with a Paraphrafe and 
Notes. By James Macknight, 1. 4. Afinifter of Maybole. 
in 2vols. 4'°. Dedicated to the Right Hon, Hugh Earl of 
Marchmont, Pr.1gs. Millar. 


O harmonize the Gofpels, that is to reconcile the feem- 

ing inconfiftencies and contradictions which occur in 

the Evangelical hiftory, hath exercifed the pens of the ableit 
C4 critics, 
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critics, from the fathers of the Chriftian church down to the 
prefent times. Yet was not the fubjeci fo entirely exhaufted, 
nor the defired harmony fo perfectly eftablifhed, but that Mr. 
Macknight thought fomething more fatisfa&tory remained to 
be done. How he has performed his tafk muft be fubmitted 
to the judgment of the reader: To us, his general principle 
fecmms very well founded and probable. ¢ The following har- 
‘ mony, /ays he, proceeds upon the fuppofition that the Evan- 
‘ gelifts have not neglected the order of time in their Gofpels, 
‘but have generally related every thing according to the 
‘ true feries of the hiftory. ‘The reafons which fupport this 
‘ hypothcfis are, that we find the facred writers often affirm- 
‘ing the order of their own narrations: that to tran{pofe 
¢ them in any inftance, where they have affirmed their order, 
‘ would manifeftly injure their authority: that in comparing 
‘ their Gofpels, the beft method of producing a perfect har- 
‘ mony, is to preferve the thread of their feveral narrations 
‘entire; becaufe feeming contradictions will thus be removed, 
“the whole will be rendered confiftent, the credit of the Evan- 
© gelifts as hiftorians will be the better fecured, and our faith 
* built upon the moft folid foundation, ‘The truth is, the ad- 
‘ vantages arifing from this fcheme are fo many, that all 
¢ Chriftians muft wifh to fee it eftablifhed. ‘That it is not 
¢ the common method.of harmonifing the. gofpels, ought to 
¢ prejudice no reader againft it, feeing it has been efpoufed 
¢ by feveral eminent writers. And though their fcheme has 
‘been generally neglected, it was not owing fo much to any 
‘ defect in its evidences, as to their having omitted to pro- 
‘pofe them, The chief argument urged in behalf of tranf- 


* pofing many facts.contained in the gofpel-hiftory, is, that 


‘ they have been judged by moft people the fame, becaufe 
€ they refemble one another; and that being told in a diffe- 
‘rent order by the feveral Evangelifts, the feries and con- 
¢ nexion of their narrations muft be broken, that their ac- 
© counts may be brought to agree in point of time. Never- 
‘ thelefs, when it is confidered that one tranfa€tion may be 
‘ like another without being the fame, there will not appear 
‘ much itrength in this argument. Befides, all interpreters 


¢ acknowledge that there are fome particulars in the gofpels, 
¢ which, 
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¢ which, though like to one another, are undoubtedly differ- 
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ent; and therefore, in other.inftances not yet acknowledg- 
ed, a fimilarity may fubfift where there is no famenefs. 
This pofition, I think, cannot be difputed, Yet, as it is 
one principal foundation of what is here propofed as the true 
harmony of the gofpels, it merits an ample illuftration. 
Accordingly care has been taken to explain and confirm it 
by a large induction of particulars, which the reader will 
find ranged under the fourth preliminary obfervation. 

‘ In this Harmony the order of all the gofpels is inviolably 
preferved, three paflages excepted, wherein the facred writ- 
ers have told a few faéts out of their order: a liberty which 
the moft accurate hiftorians do not fcruple to take on cer- 
tain occafions. As often as the gofpels treat of the fame 
fubject, the whole text of each is given without the altera- 
tion of a word; only to every particular {cntence, as well 
as to every particular tranfaction, is afligned what was judged 
its proper place with relation to the reft; and where the 
fame thought is expreffed by more than one writer, the pa- 
rallel expreffions are fet down one after another, in fuch a 
manner that they can be compared with eafe. Whatever 
is peculiar in the account which any Evangelift has given of 
a matter handled by the reft, is fufficiently diftinguifhed. 
The feveral texts; though blended together, are all along 
kept perfectly diftiné&t; and being marked with the hi- 
ftorian’s name to whom they belong, together with the num- 
ber of the chapter and verfe, the fcattered members of each 
may be joined with fuch eafe and readinefs, that no ftop 
needs be made in reading any particular Evangelift, whofe 
account the reader chufes to confider feparately. (See the 
explanation prefixed tc the Harmony.)— By this difpofition, 
which, as far as the author knows, is entirely new, the or- 
der of each gofpel is fecured, except in the inftances men- 
tioned, the feveral texts are joined together according to what 
is judged the true feries of the hiftory, the parallel expref- 
fions are pointed out with a moft minute exactnefs, and 
often mutually throw light on each other. At the fame time, 
the force which every expreffion derives from its own context 


clearly appears, becaufe it can be read in connexion, which 
¢ muft 
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« muft both afford pleafure, and be of great ufe to thofe who 
* would ftudy the gofpels with accuracy. In fhort, the com- 
* parifon of the gofpels effected by this difpofition of the texts 
* is fo compleat, that it is to be hoped the advantages arifing 
* from it, will of themfelves recommend the work to the at- 
“tention of the public. 

‘It is true, the compound text in the following Harmiony 
« has not the form of a continued narration, which fome may 
* think a defect, confidering that the compofers of Harmonies 
“have general ftudied a continued narration as the perfection 
‘of their work. But the reader muft be fenfible, that in every 
* cafe where more than one Evangelift has mentioned the fame 
‘ things, the words of none of them but one, can be fet down 
© on fuch a plan. And thefe too muft often be very much 
‘ changed in order to their being aptly connected. Properly 
¢ fpeaking, therefore, a work of that kind is rather a hiftory 
¢ compiled from the gofpels, than a Harmony ; notwithftand- 
< ing the words of the infpired writers may for the nroft part 
* be made ufe of. However, the prefent Harmony can eafily 
‘ bear the want of a continued narration, as there is a para- 
¢ phrafe fubjoined, the fe&tions of which correfpond to the fec- 
¢ tions of the Harmony, and exhibit a particular account of 
* the matters contained inthem. And becaufe thefe accounts 
* are drawn from the Evangelifts jointly, circumftances tend~ 
¢ ing to reconcile them are fuggefted, where any feeming dif- 
‘ ference found in their accounts rendered it neceflary. In 
€ the paraphrafe likewile the connexion and beauty of parti- 
‘ cular paflages are often pointed out, together with the moral 
¢ reflexions which they afford. And being defigned for the 
¢ iJluftration of the facred texts, as well as to give a connect- 
¢ ed view of our Lord’s aétions, the words explained are ge- 
¢nerally introduced in different characters, that the reader 
<« may be the better able to examine the propriety of the ex- 
¢ plications given, ‘There is alfo a commentary, wherein the 
‘ opinions of different interpreters upon the difficult paflages 
‘ are propofed and examined, and the fenfes offered in the 
‘ paraphrafe fupparted, fometimes by critical obfervations on 
¢ the words of the text, fometimes by reafonings from the con- 


*text, Yet the Harmony ef the Gofpels being the principal 
¢ thing 
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€ thing intended, the notes are often employed in fettling the 
‘ order of the hiftory, and in reconciling the differences oc- 
* curring in the accounts which the Evangelifts have given of 
* our Lord’s tranfa€tions, 

¢ In all thefe branches, the author has endeavoured to ren- 
‘der his work accurate. Neverthelefs, in fo large a field, it 
‘is not poffible to have written without having fometimes 
‘ erred, Senfible of this, he wifhes to be corrected, being per- 
‘ fuaded that truth alone ought to be the aim of an interpre- 
“ ter of the facred volume. On the other hand, if in any part 
“he is found to have fucceeded according to his defire, he will 
‘ think himfelf extremely happy, from the hope of doing fer- 
‘ vice thereby to the caufe of religion.—The Gofpels contain 
« the immutable laws of God, by which men are to govern 
‘ their lives here, and be judged hereafter. It is therefore of 
“ the utmoft confequence, that they be firmly believed. And 
¢ to induce men to believe, nothing is more neceflary than to 
* clear the hiftory of Jefus, the great fubjeét of the gofpel, 
‘ and foundation of the Chriftian religion, from plaufible ex- 
‘ceptions, This is the defign of the performance now offer- 
“ed to the public: a defign without difpute of no fmall im- 
€ portance, and fuch as merits a favourable reception from 
* thofe who wifh well to the interefts of mankind.’ 

The method which he has followed in treating his fubje&, 
is likewife the moft natural that could be contrived. He be- 
gins with general preliminary obfervations, properly exempli- 
fied ; containing chiefly the canons or perpetual rules of inter- 
pretation, by which an attentive reader of the facred hiftory 
ought always to be directed. ‘To thefe he has added fome ob- 
fervations of the chronological kind, for reconciling the dates of 
certain faéts in the Gofpels with one another, and with the 
dates affigned to them by different hiftorians, 

Follows the Harmony itfelf: in which the whole feries of 
our Saviour’s hiftory is fo difpofed, that the reader may at one 
view compare the accounts of any fact or dodtrine, given by 
the feveral Evangelifts, with one another; and may fupply, 
in the due order of time, whatever hath been omitted by one 
or more of thofe infpired writers, 

And 
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And laftly, to connect the whole into one confiftent uni- 
form body, to remove any difficulties which the Harmony it- 
felf doth aot obviate, and to reprefent the Gofpel as equally 
a rule of faith and of manners; Mr. Aacknight fubjoins 2 
paraphrafe, with a commentary in the form of notes critical 
and practical. Thefe, the reader will find to be very ufefub 
and inftructive throughout, and in fome places uncommon 
and cyrious. As where he enquires into the motive of ‘Judas’s 


treachery. 
NoTe. 


‘ The treachery of Judas I/cariot, (fays he) in betraying his 
* mafter, muft raife the aftonifhment of every reader who has 
¢ any juft notion of our Lord’s character. Wherefore the 
* motives fwaying him to be guilty of fuch an atrocious crime, 
* and the circumftances which attended it, deferve a particu~ 
‘ lar confideration.—Some are of opinion that he was pufhed 
‘to commit this villainy, by his refentment of the rebuke 
‘which Ze/us gave him, for blaming the woman who came 
¢ with the precious ointment. But though this may,have had 
‘its weight with him, I think it could not be the only mo- 
‘ tive; becaufe the rebuke was not levelled againft him fingly, 
< but was directed alfo to the reft, who had been equally for- 
‘ ward with him in cenfuring the woman, and who being re- 
‘ buked at the fame time, muft have kept him in countenance. 
* Belides, though he had been rebuked alone, it can hardly be 
‘ fuppofed that fo mild a reproof, would provoke any perfon, 
‘ how wicked foever, to the horrid act of murdering his friend ; 
« much lefs ‘Judas, whofe covctoufnefs muft have difpofed him 
‘ to bear every thing at the hand of his mafter, from whom 
‘he expected great preferment. If it is replied, that his re- 
‘ fentment was fo great as to hinder him from exercifing his 
‘ reafon, and hurried him on precipitantly ; it fhould be con- 
‘ fidered, that though he ftruck the bargain with the priefts a 
‘ few hours after he was rebuked, almoft two days pafled be- 
‘ fore he fulfilled his bargain. Befides, to impute his treachery 
* to the fudden impulfes of a ftrong refentment, is fuch an al- 
‘ leviation of his crime as feems inconfiftent with the cha- 
‘ racter given of it in fcripture, where it is always reptefented 
‘in the blackeft colours, and faid to merit the heavieft punifh- 
4 *‘ ment, 
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ment,.—Others think that ‘fudas betrayed his mafter out of 
covetoufnefs.. But neither can this be: admitted, if by co- 
vetoufnefs is underftood an eager defire of the reward giver 
him by the priefts. For the whole fum was not in value 
above three pounds ten fhillings fterling, a trifle which the 
moft covetous wretch cannot be fuppofed to have taken as an 
equivalent for the life of a friend, from whom he had the 
createft expectations of gain. ‘The reader will fee the 
{trength of this reafon, wher he calls to mind that all the 
difciples believed the kingdom was inftantly to be erected, and 
that, according to the notion which they entertained of it, each 
of them, but efpecially the Apoftles, had the profpect of be- 
ing raifed in a little time to immenfe riches. Befides, the 
fcripture tells us, that ‘fudas’s predominant paffion was co- 
vetoufnels. He would not therefore be fo inconiftent with 
himfelf, as when juft on the point of reaping fuch a reward 
of his fervice, to throw all away for the trifling fum above- 
mentioned.—Others attribute ‘fudas’s perfidy to his doubting 
whether his mafter was the Meffiah, and fuppofe that he be- 
trayed him in a fit of defpair. But, of all the folutions, 
this is the worft founded. For if ‘/udas thought his maiter 
was an impoftor, he mult have obferved fomething in his be- 
haviour, which led him to form fuch an opinion of him; and 
in that cafe he certainly would have mentioned it to the chief 
priefts and elders, at the time he made the bargain with 
them; which it is plain he did not, otherwife they would 
have put him in mind of it, when he came to them, and de- 
clared his remorfe for what he had done. Doubtlefs alf 
they would have urged it againft our Lord himfelf in the 
courfe of his trials, when they were at fuch a lofs for wit- 
nefles to prove their accufations; and againft the Apofties 
afterwards, when they reproved them for preaching in 


‘ Chrif?s name, dis iv. 15. v. 27. Farther, had ‘fudas 
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thought his mafter an impoftor, and propofed nothing by his 
treachery but the price he put upon his life, how came he to 
fell him for fuch a trifle, when he well knew that the priefts 
would have given him any fum, rather than not have gotten 
him into theirhands ? To conclude, the fuppofition of “Fudas’s 


belicving that his mafter was an impoftor, is. direcily con- 
‘ futed 
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* futed by the folemn declaration which he made to the priefts, 
‘ implying the deepeft conviction of Chri/?’s innocence: * I 
«¢ have finned (faid he) in betraying the innocent blood.” It 
¢ is alfo confuted by the remorfe which he felt for his crime 
© when Fe/us was condemned ; a remorfe fo bitter, that he was 
€ not able to bear it, but fled to a halter for relief.—But fince 
© Fudas’s treachery proceeded from none of the motives 
¢ mentioned, it may be afked what other motive can be 
¢ affigned for his conduct ? The Evangelift ‘Zohn tells us, that 
© he was fo covetous as to fteal meney out of our Lord’s bag. 
¢ This account of him gives reafon to believe, that he firft 
‘ followed Fefus with a view to the riches and other tempo- 
‘ral advantages which he expected the Meffiah’s friends 
‘would enjoy; likewife it authorifes us to think, that as he 
‘ had hitherto reaped none of thofe advantages, he might grow 
¢ impatient under the delay ; and the more fo, that Ze/us had 
“ of late difcouraged all ambitious views among his difciples, 
* and neglected to embrace the opportunity of erecting his 
© kingdom, that was offered by the multitude who accompa- 
‘nied him into Ferufalem with hofannas. His impatience 
‘ therefore becoming exceffive, put him upon the fcheme of 
* delivering his mafter into the hands of the council, thiak- 
€ ing it the moft proper method of obliging him to affume the 
¢ dignity of the Meffiah, and confequently of enabling him to 
© reward his followers. For as this court was compofed of the 
‘ Chief- pricfts, Elders, and Scribes, that is, the principal per- 
‘ fons belonging to the facerdotal order, the reprefentatives of 
‘the great families, and the doctors of the law, Fudas did 
“not doubt but that ‘Fe/us, when before fuch an aflembly, 
,* would prove his pretenfions to their full conviction, gain 
* them over to his interefts, and enter forthwith on his regal 
‘ dignity. And though he could not but be fenfible that the 
« meafure which he took to bring this about, was very offen- 
* five to his mafter, he might think that the fuccefs of it would 
* procure his pardop, and even recommend him to favour. 
‘In the mean time his projec, however plaufible it might 
‘ appear to one of his turn, was far from being free from diffi- 
‘culty. And therefore, while he revolved it in his own mind, 
‘ many things might occur to ftagges his refolution, At length 
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* fomething happened which urged him on. ‘Thinking him- 
‘ felf affronted by the rebuke, which efus had given hisa in 
‘ the matter of the laft anointing, and that rebuke fittirg the 
* heavier on him, as he had procured a former mark cf his 
* mafter’s défpleafure by an imprudence of the fame kind, he 
* was provoked. And though his refentment was not fuch as 
* could infpire him with the horrid defign of murdering his 
‘ mafter, it impelled him to execute the refolution he had 
‘ formed of making him alter his meafures. Rifing up there- 
‘ fore from table, he went ftraightway into the city to the 
‘high prieft’s, where he found the chief priefts and elders 
‘ aflembled, confulting how they might take Fe/us by fubtilty, 
‘ (fee §. 109.) “Tothem he made known his intention, and 
‘ undertook for a {mall fum of money, to conduct a band 
‘of armed men to the place where Fe/us ufually fpent the 
“nights, and where they might apprehend him without 
“the danger of a tumult. Thus the devil laying hold on the 
‘ various paffions which now agitated the traitor’s breaft, 
* tempted him by them all,—T hat thefe were the views with 
‘ which ‘fudas acted in betraying his mafter, may be gathered, 
‘ 1, From the nature of the bargain which he ftruck with the 
“ priefts, “© What will ye give me, (faid he) and I will deliver 
‘shim unto you?” He did not mean, that he would deliver 
“him up to be put to death. For though the priefts had con- 
€ fulted among themfelves how they might kill “¥e/us, none of 
“them had been fo barefaced as to declare their intention 
* publicly. They only propofed to bring him to a trial for 
« having affumed the character of the Meffiah, and to treat him 
© as it fhould appear he deferved. The offer therefore which 
* Fudas made to them of delivering him up, was in confor-. 
‘ mity to their public refolutions. Nor did they underftand it 
‘in any other light. For had the priefts thought that hig de- 
‘ fign in this was to get ‘Fe/us punifhed with death, they muft 
‘ likewife have thought that he believed him to be an im- 
© poftor; in which cafe they certainly would have produced 
« him as one of their principal evidences; no perfon being 
¢ more fit to bear witnefs againft any criminal, than his com- 
‘panion. Or, though Judas had repented before the trial 


© came on, and had withdrawn himfelf, the priefts might have 
: 3 ‘ argued 
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‘ argued with great plaufibility, both in their own court, and 
¢ before the governor, that for a min’s difciple to require the 
¢ judges to bring him to condign punifhment, branded him 
¢ with fuch a fufpicion of guilt as was almoft equal to a full 
€ proof, Likewife when Fudas returned to them with the 
¢ money, declaring that he had finned in betraying the inno- 
© cent blood, inftead of replying, ‘* What is that to us? fee 
¢ thou to that,” it was the moft natural thing in the world 
© to have upbraided him with the {tain he had put upon his 
¢ mafter’s character, by the bargain he had entered into with 
‘them, It is true, they called the money they gave him, 
‘¢ the price of blood.” AZatt. xxvii.6. But they did not mean 
€ this in the ftriteft fenfe, as they neither had hired ‘fudas to 
‘ affaffinate his mafter, nor can be fuppofed to have charged 
‘ themfelves with the guilt of murdering him. It was only 
¢ the price of blood confequentially, being the reward they had 
‘given to the traitor, for putting it in their power to take 
¢ away Chri/?’s life, under the colour and form of public juftice. 
‘ Nay, it may be even doubted whether Fudas afked the mo- 
‘ ney as a reward of his fervice. He covetoufly indeed kept 
‘it, and the priefts for that reafon called it the price of blood. 
¢ but he demanded it perhaps on pretence of gratifying and 
¢ encouraging the people that were to affift him in apprehend- 
‘ing Fefus. “To conclude, ‘fudas knew that the rulers could 
* not take away the life of any perfon whatfoever, the Romans 
‘having deprived them of that power, ‘ohn xviii. 31. and 
‘ therefore could have no defign of this kind in delivering him 
‘up: not to mention that it was a common opinion among 
‘the ews, that the Meffiah would never die, ‘Fohn xii. 34. 
¢ an opinion which ‘fudas might eafily embrace, having feen 
‘ his mafter raife feveral perfons from the dead, and among the 
‘ re{t one who had been in the grave no lefs than four days. 
‘ 2. That the traitor’s intention in betraying his mafter was 
* what I have faid, is probable from his hanging himfelf, when 
‘ he found him condemned, not by the governor, but by the 
“ council, whofe prerogative it was to judge prophets. Had 
‘ “Fudas propofed to take away his matfter’s life, the fentence of 
‘ condemnation paffed upon him, inftead of filling him with 
‘ defpair, muft have gratified him, being the accomplifhment 
¢ of 
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© of his project: whereas the light wherein I have endeavour- 
* ed to place his conduct, fhews this circumftance to have been 
« perfectly natural. ‘fudas having been witnefs to the greateft 
* part of our Lord’s miracles, and having experienced the cer- 
‘ tain truth of them, in the powers that had been conferred 
“ upan himfelf, could never think that the council would have 
© condemned him as a falfe Chrift, far lefs as a blafphemer. 
« He knew him to be perfectly innocent, and expected that 
© he would have wrought fuch miracles before the council, as 
‘ fhould have conftrained them to believe. “Therefore when 
“ he found that nothing of this kind was done, and that the 
‘ priefts had pafled the fentence of condemnation upon him, 
* and were carrying him to the governor to get it executed, he 
“ repented of his rafh and covetous project, came to the chief 
© priefts and elders, the perfons to whom he had betrayed him,-. 
‘ offered them their money again, and folemnly declared the 
“ deepeft conviction of his mafter’s innocence, hoping that 
© they would have defifted from the profecution. But they 
“ were obftinate, and would not relent: upon which his re- 
© morfe arofe to fuch a pitch, that, unable to fupport the tor- 
* ments of his confcience, he went and hanged himfelf.— 
* Thus I think it probable, that the traitor’s intention in de- 
‘ livering up his mafter, was not to get him punifhed with 
‘death, but only to lay him undega neceffity of proving his 
© pretenfions before the grandees, whom he had hitherto 
‘ fhunned, thinking that if they had yielded, the whole nation 
© would immediately have fubmitted, and the difciples have 
* been raifed forthwith to the fummit of their expeétations. 

‘ This account of Fudas’s conduct is by no means calcu- 
‘ Jated to leffen the foulnefs of his crime, which was the black- 
‘ eft imaginable. For even in the light above-mentioned, it 
‘implied both an infatiable avarice, and a wilful oppofition 
* to the counfels of providence: and fo rendered the aétor of 
‘ it-a difgrace tohuman nature. But it is calculated to fet the 
‘ credibility of the traitor’s action in a proper light, and to 
¢ fhew that he was not moved to it by any thing fufpicious in 
‘ the character of his mafter ; becaufe, according to this view 
* of it, his perfidy, inftead of implying that he entertained fu- 
* fpicions of his mafter’s integrity, plainly proves that he had 
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‘ the fulleft conviction of his being the Meffiah. And to fay 
‘ the truth, it was not poffible for any one, intimately acquaint- 
‘ ed with our Lord as Fudas was, to judge otherwife of him ; 
‘ having feen his miracles; which were great and true beyond 
‘ exceptions and having experienced his power, in the ability 
‘ of working miracles, which, along with the reft of the apo- 
< ftles, he had received from him, and no doubt exércifed with 
‘ extraordinary pleafure. However, as the motives of mens 
‘ aétions, at fuch a-diftance of time, muft needs be intricate, 
‘ efpecially where hiftory is in a great meafure filent concerning 
‘ thern, we ought to be very modeft. in our attempts to unra- 
‘vel them. For which caufe the above account of Fudas’s 
‘conduct is propofed only as a conjecture worthy of farther 
¢ inquiry.’ 

Again, {peaking of our Lord’s laft appearance to his apo- 
ftles, ‘ By the hiftory which the Evangelifts have given of our 
© Lord’s refurre€tion, it is evident, that he fhewed himfelf to 
‘ his difciples and friends only, and not to the ews im general. 
‘ Aereeably to this, Peter in his fermon to the profelyte.Cor- 
‘-relius, A&ts x» 3g. fays exprefsly, Whom they flew and hanged. 
“on atree. 40. Him Ged raifed up the third day, and fheued 
“him openly, not to all the people (of the Jews) but unte witneffes, 
© chofen before of God, evemgpeus (apoftles) who did eat and drink 
<with him after he rofe from the dead. t was this circumftanee 
‘which gave Spinofa a pretext for raifing what his difciples 
“ever fince have corifidered as their ftrongeft argument againft 
© our Lord’s refurreétion. If, fay they, he really arofe. from 
“the dead; to have fhewed himfelf to his enemies as well as to 
“his friends, would have put the truth of his refurre&ion be- 
¢ yond all doubt, than which nothing could be more neeeflary 
“to the caufe of Chriftianity: and therefore the fuppofition of 
¢his having confined his appearances after his refurrection to a 
‘few felect friends, renders the whole affair extremely fufpi- 
*‘ciotis and improbable. 
©! ¢ But this argument, however plaufible, has not the leaft force 
©in’ it. Becaufeit may be demonftrated, that if Jefis -had 
*fliewed himfelf to--his enemies and to all therpeople, thefe 
* dbpearances;- inftead-of putting the truth of his -refurreétion 
* beyond doubt, would ratherhave weakened the evidence of: 
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*it, at leaft in after ages, and fo would have been of infinite 
© detriment to mankind. For upon the fuppofition that our 
© Lord had fhewed himfelf openly, one of thefe two things 
< muft neceflarily have happened. Either his enemies yielding 
© to the evidence of their fenfes, would have believed his refur- 
© rection ; or refifting that evidence, they would reject it alto- 
© gether. I fhall begin with confidering the latter fuppofition. 
‘x. Such of our Lord’s enemies as refifted the evidence of 
“their fenfes, or who though they were really convinced, 
© would not acknowledge their conviction, muft have juftified 
‘ their difbelief by affirming, that the man who appeared to 
“ them as rifen from the dead, was not Jefus whom the Ro- 
© mans had crucified, but an impoftor who perfonated. him. 
* On any other foundation their infidelity would have been ri- 
“diculous and abfurd. But if the unbelieving ews by our 
‘ Lord’s appearing perfonally to them, would have been laid 
“under a neceflity of denying the reality of his refurrection, 
© even though perfuaded of it in their own minds, the evi- 
© dence of the fact could have gained nothing by fuch public 
© appearances; becaufe the generality of the ews were not, 
“capable of paffing a judgment upon the falfhood, which 
© Chrift’s enemies muft have made ufe of to fupport. their de- 
‘ nial of his refurreétion. Being unacquainted with Jefus; they 
‘could not certainly tell whether he was really the perfon, 
© whom the Romans had crucified. His 2poftles, difciples, and 
‘ acquaintance, who by their long attendance, upon him, 
© knew his ftature, and fhape, and air, and voice, and man-; 
“ner, were the only.nroper perfons by whofe determination 
‘ the point in difpute could be decided» Wherefore, notwith-. 
‘ ftanding our Lord had appeared to all the people, if any con- 
‘ fiderable number of his enemies had continued in their infide- 
© lity, the whole ftrefs of the evidence: of his refurrection muft 
“haye refted on the teftimony of the very perfons, who ac- 
“cording to the’ plan pitched upon by. providence bear witnefs 
© toit now, and upon whofe teftimony the world has, believed 
“it. So that inftead of gaining any additional evidence by the 
< propofed method of fhewing Jefus publickly to all the people, 
* we would. have had nothing to truit.to but the teftimony of 
£ his difciples, and that clogged with this incumbrance, that his 
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‘ refurreétion was denied by many to whom he appeared, and 
* who were not convinced thereby. 

‘2. But in the fecond place, it may be fancied that 
€on fuppofition our Lord arofe from the dead, the whole 
‘ people of the Fews muft have believed, provided he had 
‘ fhewed himfelf publickly ; and that future generations would 
‘ thus have had the fulleft evidence of the truth of his refur- 
‘ rection. 

‘To this form of the argument I reply, that the greateft 
‘ part of our Lord’s enemies having not given themfelves the 
‘ trouble of attending him often, cannot be fuppofed fo well 
‘ acquainted with his perfon, as to have been able to know 
‘ him with certainty. For which reafon, though he had fhew- 
“ed himfelf to them, even their belief of his refurreétion muft 
‘ in a great meafure have depended on the teftimony of his dif- 
‘ciples and friends. If fo, itis not very probable that his 
‘ appearing publickly, would have had any great influence upon 
‘ the ‘fews, to perfuade them to embrace a crucified Meffiah. 
‘ It is more reafonable to believe, that they would have reje&- 
‘ed the whole, and continued in their infidelity. 

* However, to give the argument as much ftrength as the 
‘ deifts can defire, let it be fuppofed, that in confequence of 
‘ our Lord’s appearing to all the people of the ‘Zews, the na- 
* tion in general would have been convinced of the truth of 
* his refurreStion, and become his difciples: what advantage 
‘ do we think would the caufe of Chriftianity have reaped from 
© fuch great effeéts of our Lord’s public appearances? Would 
‘the evidence of his refurrection have become thereby the 
‘ more unqueftionable ? Or would modern infidels have been 
“the better difpofed thereby to believe? By no means. For 
‘ we do not find men of this ftamp at all the more apt to be- 
“lieve the miracles of Mofes in Egypt, at the Red-fea, and in 
© the wildernefs, becaufe the whole nation were witnefles of 
‘them. ‘The truth is, had our Lord perfuaded all the peo- 
«ple of the ‘Yews by appearing perfonally to them, the objec- 
‘tions againit his refurreétion would have been tenfold more 
« numerous and forceable than they are at this prefent. For 
“to ufe the words of the learned Dr. Benfon on this fubjeé,” 


* Would not the whole have been called a ftate trick, a Fewi/ 
*¢ fable, 
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«¢ fable, a mere political contrivance to patch up their broken 
“‘ credit, after they had fo long talked of a Meffiah who was 
“¢ to come at that time?” ‘ Befides, would we not have been 
‘ told that the government being engaged in the plot, a fraud 
‘of this kind might eafily have been carried on; efpecially 
‘ as the people in genera] would eagerly fall in with it, be- 
‘ caufe it fuited their prejudices, and becaufe the few who had 
‘ fagacity enough to detect the fraud, could have no opportu- 
nity to examine into it. Or if they did examine and de- 
« teét the fraud, doubtlefs they durft not make any difcovery of it 
¢ in oppofition to the whole weight of the ftate: fo that they 
‘ would let it pafs quietly without once calling it into queftion. 
* To fay the truth, the refurrection of Jefus univerfally be- 
‘lieved among the ews, and publifhed to the world by the 
© concurring voice of the nation, would have been liable to 
‘an infinite number of objections, which are all effectually 
‘cut off by the fcheme chofen in the wifdom of Providence. 
‘ For as the people in general, but efpecially the rulers, con- 
¢ tinued in their infidelity, the perfons concerned in this fup- 
© pofed fraud, muft have carried it on under the greateft dif- 
‘ advantages. The reafon is, inftead of having many friends 
‘to affift them, which a fraud of this kind requires, all men 
© were their enemies, and interefted to difcover the cheat. In 
‘ particular, the ‘Zewi/b rulers we are fure gave all poffible en- 
‘ couragement to make the ftricteft fcrutiny into the fa&, and 
¢ into all its circumftances : and many no doubt zealoufly made 
‘the enquiry with the utmoft exaétnefs. The apoftles who 
‘ preached the refurreétion, expofed themfelves to the fierceft 
‘ refentment of the men in power, becaufe Chrift’s refurrection 
‘ caft a heavy reflection on thofe who had put him to death. 
‘ Befides, it ought to be confidered, that if the generality of 
‘ the nation had not continued in their unbelief, the apoftles 
‘who preached the refurreétion would not have fuffered 
‘ thofe perfecutions which in every country were raifed againft 
‘them, chiefly by the ‘fews, and of confequence one of the 
‘ ftrongeft arguments for the truth of their teftimony would 
‘have been wanting. Whereas having been perfecuted to 
‘ death for preaching the refurreCtion of their mafter, this cir- 
‘ cumftance fully demonftrates how fincerely they believed the 
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€ great fact, which they preached with thé conftant peril of 
¢ their lives.” See Prelim. Objerv. vii. n° iv. 

A ftrain of ferious unaffected piety is defcribed throughout 
the whole work: of this, and of our author’s ftyle (which 
altho’ that of a North-Briton, needs very little indulgence) 
take the following fpecimen: ‘Thus endeth the hiftory of 
€ the life of Chri; a life the greateft and beft that ever was 
“led by man, or ever was the fubje&t of any hiftory, The 
© human character of “Fe/us, »as it refults from the accounts 
¢ which the Evangelifts have given of him, for they have not 
¢ formally drawn it, is entirely different from that of all other 
¢ men whatfoever, For whereas they have the feifith paffions 
© deeply rooted in their breafts, and are influenced by them in 
¢ almoft every thing they do, Fe/us was fo entirely free from 
“ them, that the narroweit {crutiny cannot furnifh one fingle 
« action in the whole courfe of his life, wherein he confulted 
© his own intereft only. ‘The happine(s of others was: what he 
© had chiefly at heart. And while his contemporaries followed, 
“ fome one kind of occupation, fome another, Fefus had no 
“ other bufinefs but that, of promoting the welfare of men. 
© He went about doing good. Ue did not wait till he was folli- 
© cited, but fought opportunities of conferring benefits on fuch 
© as ftood in need of them, and always reckoned it more bleffed 
© to give, than to receive ; in which refpeét he differed exceed- 
‘ingly from the reft of mankind, and was much more like 
¢ to God than to man.—In the next place, whereas itris com- 
© mon even for perfons of the moft exalted faculties, on the 
© one hand to be elated with fuccefs and applaufe, and on the 
© other to be dejected with great difappointments, it was not 
© fo with Fefus. He was never more courageous than when 
© he met with the greateft oppofition and the worft treatment, 
* nor more humble than when men fell down and worfhipped 
* him. He came into the world infpired with the grandeft 
* purpofe that ever was formed, even that of faving, not a 
¢ fingle nation but the whole world; and in the execution of 
© it, went thro’ the longeft and heavieft train of labours that 
¢ ever was fuftained ; and that with a conftancy of refolution, 
* on which no difadvantageous impreffion could be made by 
* any accident whatfoever. Calumny, threatnings, oppofition, 
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© bad fuccefs, with the other evils befalling him, ferved onl y to 
‘€ quicken his endeavours in this glorious enterprife, which he 
€ purfued unweariedly till he finifhed it by his death —In the 
‘ third place, whereas moft men are prone to retaliate the in- 

juries that are done them, and all feem to take a fatisfac- 
tion in complaining of the cruelties of thofe who opprefs 
“them; the whole of Chrif’s behaviour breathed nothing but 
¢ mecknels, patience, and forgivenefs even to his bittereft « ene- 
‘ mies, and in the midft of extreme fufferings. The words, 
* Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do, uttered 
‘ by him. when his enemies were nailing. him to the crofs, fitly 
. © exprefs the temper which he maintained thro’ the courfe of 
“his life, even when affaulted with the heavieft provocations. 
© The truth is, on no occafion did he ever fignify the leaft 
‘ refentment by fpeech or by aétion, nor indeed any emotion 
© of mind whatever, except fuch as fowed from pity and cha- 
‘ rity, confequently fuch only as exprefled the deepeft concern 
‘ for the welfare of mankind.— To conclude, the greateft and 
¢ beft men have had failings, which darken the luftre of their 
‘ virtues, and fhew them to have been men. ‘This was the 
© cafe with Noah, Abraham, Mofes, ‘Fob, Sclomon, Paul, and the 
* other heroes celebrated in hiftory. But it was otherwife with 
© Fefus. He was fuperior to all the men that ever lived, both 
¢ in the purity of his mariners, and in the perfection of his vir- 
‘tues. He was holy, harmlefs, undefiled, and feparate from 
‘ finners. Whether you confider him as a teacher, or as a 
¢ man, he did no fin, neither was guile found in his mouth. His 
‘ whole life was perfectly free from fpot, or weaknefs, at the 
‘ fame time that it was remarkable for the greateft and moft 
¢ extenfive exercifes of virtue. But never to have committed 
© the leaft fin in word, or in deed, never to have uttered any 
‘ fentiment that could be found fault with, upon the various 
‘ topics of religion and morality, which were the daily fubjects 
© of his difcourfe, and that thro’ the courfe of a life filled with 
¢ action, and led under the obfervation of many enemies, 
¢ who had always accefs to converfe with him, and who of- 
* ten came to find fault; is a pitch of perfection plainly a- 
‘ bove the reach of humanity. And therefore he who poffef- 
€ fed it, muft certainly have been divine, Accoxdingly, the 
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* evidence of this proof being undeniable, both as an argu~ 
¢ ment and as a matter of fact, Fe/us himfelf publickly appealed 
‘to it, before all the people in the temple, John viii. 46. 
* Which of you sonvinceth (or rather convicteth) me of fin ? 
‘ And if in affirming that I am perfectly free from fin, J fay 
© the truth, why do ye not beligve me? 

‘ Such was the perfon, who is the fubjeét of the Evangeli- 
$ cal hiftory. If the reader, by viewing his life, doctrine and 
‘miracles, as they are here prefented to him united in one fe- 
“ ries, has obtained a clearer notion of thefe things than be- 
¢ fore, or difcerns a beauty in his actions thus linked together, 
* which taken feparately does not fo fully appear : If he feels 
¢ himfelf touched with the charaéter .of ‘fe/us in general, or 
¢ with any of his fermons and a€tions in particular, thus fimply 
¢ delineated in writings whofe principal charms are the beau- 
€ ties of truth: above all, if his dying fo generoufly for men 
‘ ftrikes him with admiration, or fills him with joy, in the 
€ profpect of that pardon which is thereby purchafed for the 
‘ world; let him ferioufly confider with himfelf, what improve- 
§ ment he ought to make of the divine goodnefs, 

‘Jes, by | his death has fet open the gates of immortality 
€ to men, and by his word, fpirit and example, gracioufly. of- 
€ fers to inake them meet for, and condu@ them into the in- 
¢ heritance of the faints in light. Wherefore, being born un- 
¢ der the difpenfation of his gofpel, we have, from our earlieft 

¢ years, enjoyed the beit means of acquiring wifdom, virtue, 
£ and happinefs, the lineaments of the image of God. We 
£ have been called to afpire after an exaltation to the nature 
‘ and felicity of God, fet before mortal eyes in the man Fe/us 
s Chri; A, to Fre us with the nobleft ambition. His gofpel 
€ teaches us, that we are made for eternity; and that our pre- 
* fent life is to our after-exiftence, what childhood is to man’s 

‘eftate. But as in childhood many things are to be learned, 

* many hardfhips to be endured, many habits to be acquired, 
‘ and that by a tedious courfe of exercifes, which in themfelves 
§ tho’ painful and it may be ufelefs to the child, yet are ne- 

€ ceflary to fit him for the bufinefs and enjoyments of manhood’ 
< juft fo, while we remain in this infancy of human life, things 
F are to be learned, hardfhips to be endured, and habits to be 
* acquired, 
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* acquired, by a laborious courfe of difcipline, which however 
“ painful muft chearfully be undergone, becaufe neceffary to fit 
« us for the employments and pleafures of our riper exiftence 
© above. Our Father, ever mindful of us, has fent down Je- 
* fus, the exprefs image of his own perfon, to initiate us into, 
* and carry us through this courfe of education for eternity. 
« Enflamed therefore with the love of immortality and its joys, 
* let us fubmit ourfelves to our heavenly teacher, and learn of 
‘ him thofe graces, which alone can make life pleafant, death 
‘ defirable, and fill eternity with ecftatic joys.’ 


Art. IV. The History of the Royaz Society of London 
far improving of natural knawledge, from its firft rife. In which 
the mof? confiderable of thofe papers communicated to the faciety, 
which have hitherto not been publifhed, are inferted in their pro- 
per order, as a fupplement to the Philofophical Tranfactions, 
By Thomas Birch, D. D. fecretary to the Royal Society. 
The firft and fecond volume. Dedicated to his Majefty. . 4ta 
Pr. 11. 5s. in boards. -Millar. 


HEN we confider any production of nature or of art, 

we are not fatisfied with viewing it in its more ad- 
vanced ftate, or in its.maturity, and perhaps enumerating the 
various ufes to which it may be applied; our curiofity leads us. 
farther, to enquire into its origin, its early culture, and the fuc- 
ceffive flow fteps by which it arrives at perfection ; for without 
thefe we can have but an imperfect knowledge of the fubject 
we are examining. And if we apply this obfervation to the 
whole fyftem of natural phtlofophy itfelf, that beautiful’and folid 
fabrick, which has been rearing for more than a century paft, 
we fhall own that neither the biffory of the Royal Society by 
Bifhop Sprat, nor the Philofophical Tranfaétions, at large or 
abridged, had rendered this work of Dr. Birch impertinent and 
fuperfluous. There wanted ftill a more minute detail, and in 
the order of time, of all the proceedings of that illuftrious body ; 
fuch as might not only fatisfy the curiofity of the moft inquifi- 
tive, as to the progrefs of experimental philofophy, but might 
efcertain to every author his difcoveries or inventions, and fave 
to the ingenious much time and labour; which, for want of 
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due information, they often beftow upon enquiries alveady pre- 
pofed and finifhed. 

In this detail, *tis true, we meet with fome things that may 
appear trifling, and fome that are fictitious and ynphilofophical. 
Mention is made of fympathetic powders, a lunar {phere, the 
art of flying, 4c. but thefe can give no offence, if it is confi- 
derd, that as no fact or opinion is admitted in experimental phi- 
lofophy but upon the faith ef experiments, neither ought any 
thing to be exploded, till it has undergone the fame teft. Be- 
fides, fuch things are accidentally ufeful, another way; they 
are the frraws and feathers with which crazy fellows tickle 
themfelves, till they expofe their own futility and ill-nature. 
Let fuch Jaugh; let even a poet, enraptured with the dreams 
of a fublimer but lefs intelligible philofophy, call the fociety.an 
aflembly of dunces; experimental philofophy, - confcious of her 
own dignity, fmiles at the vain infult; and fhall continue to 
diffufe ufeful and ornamental improvements thro’ human life, 
when al! our rhimes, perhaps the art of — itfelf, fhall be 
buried in eternal oblivion. 

But, without expatiating on thefe things, let us hear’ the ac- 
count the learned doctor gives of his own work.’ 

‘ Though the defign of continuing the fz iftery of the Réjal 
§ Society from the year 1667, in which that of Bithop Sprat 
‘ was publifhed, can want no apology, if the execution of it 
¢ fhall in any meafure coyrefpond with the dignity of the fuby 
§ je&t ; yet as the prefent work profeffes to trace it back thro’ 
* a period, which has been already treated of by that excellent 
‘ writer, it will undoubtedly be expected of me to premife the 
* grounds of that part of my, undertaking. 

‘ Admired as his perfermance is in general, efpecially the 
¢ review contained in it of ancient and modern philofophy, and 
‘ the defence and recommendation of experimental knowledge, 
* the great object of the Royal Society ; the earlieft and ableft 
* members of that body *, as well as their fucceflors, {till wifhed, 
* that the account of its inftitution and progrefs had been more 
¢ full and circum/ftantial in the narration of the facts related by 
‘him, and jnlarged by inferting many others of equal import- 

' © ances 


«* See Mr, Boyle’s works, vol. v. p. 325 and 367. 
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S ance, which were omitted ; and that the order of time, ,in 
6 which they occurred, had been more exactly marked... ; 

‘ This confideration, added to the motives of gratitude far 
*the honour done me by the Society in electing me one. of 
* their fecretaries, and of zeal for the intereft of {cience inge- 
£ neral, induced me to attempt the compiling from the original 
“journals, regifters, letter and council-boeoks, both a fupple- 
* ment to Bithop Spra?’s hiftery, and a continuation of it, il- 
‘ Juftrated with many other particulars relating to the fubjec 
§ from manufeript and printed authorities, with the addition.of 
‘the moft important papers communicated to the Society; 
* which have not yet been publifhed. And of thefe there és no 
© inconfiderable number, as the Philofopbical Tranfaétions were 
© not begun till A@arch 166¢, about four years after the So- 
‘ ciety’s journals and regifter-books commence; and as the 
¢ publication of thofe Tran/factions was difcontinued for four 
§ years from Fanuary 1675 to Fanuary 1683, though fupplied 
§ in fome meafure by Mr. Hooke’s Philofophical Collections; and 
‘ for three years from December 1687 to January 169%, befides 
‘ other fmaller interruptions amounting to near one year and 
‘ a half more, before Oéfober 1695, fince which time the Tran/- 
‘ aétions have been regularly carried on, The whole is digeft- 
‘ ed into a chronological order, as moft proper for afcertaining 
‘ the origin and improyements of the feveral difcoveries in na- 
* ture and inventions of art, and for doing juftice to the claims 
‘ of their refpective authors, 

< The two firft volumes are now offered to the public, from 
© whofe candor [ hope, that induftry and fidelity, the moft ef- 
¢ fential qualifications in a work of this kind, will atone for the 
¢ want of that beauty of ftyle, copioufnefs of imagination, and 
* force of eloquence fo eminent in the great prelate already 
¢ mentioned ; which were indeed more-neceflary in his time 
¢ for vindicating the inftitution of the Society from the clamors 
‘ of ignorance, prejudice, and bigotry, than they are in this 
* more fober and inlighted age for reprefenting the detail of its 
$ performances, the plaineft account of which is perhaps pre- 
¢ ferable to the moft elaborate ornaments. 

‘ No faé& has been omitted, which appeared to me important 
€in itfelf or by its connexjon with others, that are fo. The 
‘ failure 
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¢ failure of experiments is recorded as well as their fuccefs. 

¢ And I have been-not ia the leaft folicitous to fupprefs, in the 

¢ earlier part of this work, fome few traces of falfe though re- 

© ceived opinions ; fince it will be found, that the mention of 
<them in the Society was generally followed by fo ftrié and 
‘ judicious an examination of them, as ended in their confuta- 
“tion. My great aim has indeed been to give the hiftory of 
“ the Royal Society the extent due to fo copious a fubject, as 
‘it is in fact the hiftory of philofophy in the laft and prefent 
*age. And the account, which I have added towards the clofe 
* of every year, of the moft eminent members, who died in it, 
© is a fmall tribute to the memory of thofe men, to whofe ge- 


© nius and labours the Society owes its glory, and the public 
“ the various improvements of real {cience and the moft ufefut 


* knowledge.’ 

As a fpecimen of the work itfelf, and of the fcrupulous cau- 
tion and judgment with which the firft founders of the fociety 
proceeded in their enquiries, obferving every where the rules 
and examples left them by the immortal Bacon, take the two 
following articles. 

© 1669, Fanuary2.....+. ‘ On this day were entered into 
* the regifter-book * of the fociety the following queftions, 
* propounded by the lord vifcount Brouncker and Mr. Boyle, 
* according to an order of the fociety of the 5th of December, 
‘and agreed upon to be fent to Teneriffe. 


“* 1. Try the quickfilver experiment at the top, and at fe- 
“¢ veral other afcents of the mountain; and at the end of the 
‘* experiment upon the top of the hill, lift out the tube from 
<¢ the reftagnant quickfilver fomewhat haftily, and obferve, if 
‘¢ the remaining mercury be impelled with the ufual force or 
“< not. And take by inftrument, with what exactnefs may be, 
*« the true altitude of every place, where the experiment is 
«* made ; and obferve, at the fame time, the temperature of 
“€ the air, as to heat and cold, by a weather-glafs ; and as to 
‘* moifture and drynefs, with an hydrofcope ; and note what 
«« fenfe the experimenters have of the-air at thofe times re- 
s¢ ectively. 
“<2, 


©* Voli. pr: 
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*¢ 2, Carry up bladders, fome very little blown, fome more, 
“‘ and others full blown; and obferve, how they alter mpodi 


“ the feveral afcents. 

s* 3, Take up a ftatera, two balls of like fubftance, di 
<* in weight or bignefs, and an open empty bottle, to the - 
<“¢ eft part of the hill, and there ftop the bottle exactly well ; 
“¢ and then weigh that and the balls (each feverally) with the 
“¢ ftatera there, and at the feveral afcents, and alfo below ; and 
“¢ likewife thé bottle again, filled with the air below, and ftop- 
“¢ ned as before, noting the different weight of the ftopper, if 
“< not exaétly the fame. 

«<4. Try by an hour-glafs, whether a paledeaie clock goes 
“ fafter or flower on the top of the hill than below. 

“<5. Try the force of a ftone-bow, or other fpring, both 
“¢ above and below, and note well the difference. 

«¢ 6. Make the experiment of two flat polifhed marbles upon 


“ one another with a weight hanging at the lower, and cares 


“¢ fully note the greateft weight, that may be applied on ony top 
“¢ of the hill, and alfo below. 

«¢ 7, Try whether birds, that fly heavily, or others dogged 
‘* with as much weight as they can well fly with below, can 
“¢ fly as well, better, or worfe above. 

‘* 8. Obferve what alterations are to-be found in living crea- 
*¢ tures carried thither, both before and after feeding: and 
“¢ what the experimenters do find in themfelves as to difficulty 
“ of breathing, faintnefs of fpirit, inclination to vomit, giddi- 
“ nefs, &c. 

“9. T ry to ) light a candle with a match, and fire fome:fpi- 
‘* rits of wine ; and obferve, if they burn upon the top of the 
‘* hill as well as below; and of what figures, colours, &c. 
** the flames are. 

“© 10. Fire powder in a fufee, or otherwife; obferve the 
** manner of firing, the force of the powder, the motion of the 
‘¢ fmoke, and the duration of it: the like of other combuftible - 
‘“* things, as to fame, fmoke, &e. 

“¢ 71. Carry up a vial of aqua fortis, or other fmoky liquor,’ 
‘‘ and there open it, and obferve, whether the fumes afcend:as 


** much as they do below. sg lime at the top of? the’ 
: rT hill, ° 
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<< hill, and obfervé the degree of heat, ahd duration of it, irt 
« refpeét to the like quenched below. 

«¢ 12. Obferve, whether any vapours faften in little drops 
<< ¢o the outlide’ of a veflel filled with frow and falt, and try 
‘* the experiment of freezing with it. 

“<.¥3, Carry to the top two or three bright pieces of iron 
“<< or coppér, and obferve there, whether the air doth caufé any 
“¢ beginning of ruft in them. 

. © 14. Take fome of the fnow, that lies the higheft upon 
“ the mountain, up to the top (if it may be) and obferve what 
‘¢ alteration is made upon it by the air. . 

“<.1¢. Try whether a filtre or fiphon will bring ovér liquors 
‘¢ as well on the top of the hill as below. 

“*'16. Obferve the difference of founds made by a bell, watch, 
‘¢ oun, &c. on the top of the hill, in refpeét to the fame below. 

“17. Obferve diligently by a quadrant or double horizontal, 
“¢ what variation the fame needle hath both above and below. 

** 48. Look upon the ftars (or the letters of a book at fome 
“ certain diftance) with a perfpetive, as well above as below, 
“+ the air being chear; and obferve accurately the beft diftance 
‘* of the glafles in each place. 

“‘ 19. Try if any difference may be found above in things 
<6 to be fmelt or tafted, from what they had below. 

“ 20. Make .an exaét narrative of every thing obfervable - 
“ upon it; as where it is earthy, fandy, gravelly, rocky, &c. 
<¢ What caves, precipices, windings and turnings, &c. What 
<¢ living creatures, plants, &c. And fend over a little of every 
“‘ remarkable vegetable, that may be found thereon. 

‘¢ 21. Repeat the experiments, if conveniently they may, at 
“¢ both the folftices and equinoxes. 

<< 22. Obferve accurately the time of the fun’s rifing on the 
*¢ top of the hill and below; and note the difference.” 


© 1663, April 29.. Mr. Louther and Mr. Sprat were admitted. . 

‘ Dr. Wren thewed his model of the theatre to be built at. 

‘ Oxford for the univerfity a€ts, and’ upon occafion for plays ; 

‘.and-was deftred to: give in writing a ‘feheme and defeription 

‘© of the whole frame of it, to remain as a memorial among 
© the archives of the fociety.- a 

* Mr. 
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-©Mr. Long gave fome account of the gendration of ants, 
* how they cotné out ‘of the pods full of eggs, whielv teceive 
‘ immediately the male, and then become ants: and it was 
‘obferved, that they were maggots, that camé! Out? of the 
* pods, fince they appear in the microfcope to move and gape. 

‘ He remarked, that he had feett the maggot: payee — 
‘tongue. 

* He made alfo the experiment of killing water-newts with 
© bay-falt, wormnwood-falt, and fal prunclle; the firft killing 
‘ them more flowly than the two other. They being put into 
© frefh water, did not recover. 

‘ He mentioned, that the land-newts are more noxious than 
‘ the water-newts; and that toads, though they are not‘ vene- 
“ mous in the cool and moift feafon of the fpring, yet are fo in 
* the heat of the fummer, efpecially in /taly and fuch like hot 
“countries. He added, that a toad in the height of fummer 
* being broken, ifife&ts and poifons with its very fteam. ) 

‘ The experiment with bay-falt, &c. was ordered’ to be 
© made upon toads, both male and female; and the operator 
‘ was directed to provide forme of them againft next the meet- 
“ ing. 

¢ Dr. Croune affirmed, that he had feen a true viper with a 
¢ young live one in its belly. 

¢ Mr. Long mentioned, that the female viper hath four teeth, 
“ two above and two below ; but the male only two, and thofe 
‘ above. 

‘ Dr. Goddard’s glafs with ftale vinegar was produced, which 
© had been kept clofe ftopped with a cork for five or fix days ; 
‘whereby moft of the little leeches fwimming therein were 
‘ killed, appearing now ftretehed out in length, and fo float- 
¢ ing and moved up and down, but not moving themi{elves,, 
‘ or wriggling as they do when alive. 

© Mr. Boyle was defired to communicate his papers concern-, 
“ing the manner, in which his father, the Karl of Corée, had 
© carps tranfported into /reland, where they were not before. 

~ © Sir Robert Moray mentioning a way ufed in Scotland for 
producing fifth, where they were not, by tranfporting of. 
‘fpawn, was defired to make a full inquiry after it, and to 
"© communicate it to the fociety ; which he promifed to do. 

Mr. 
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¢ Mr. Hooke produced two microfcopical obfervations, one 
“of a mine of diamonds ufual in flints; the other a fpider 
* appearing to have fix eyes: but this lattes was not yet per- 
* feétly drawn. 

‘ The virgula divina was ordered to be tried at the next» 
© meeting, Mr. Boyle and Mr. Brereton affirming to have feen 
* it fucceed in the hands of others, though theirs were not fo 
* lucky as to have that effect performed by them. ‘The ope- 
“ rator was ordered to defire the apparatus from Mr. Brereton, 
“to be tried both by the naked hand, and after the way prac- 
“ tifed by Gabriel Platt, printed in his treatife, intituled, 4 dé/- 
© covery of fubterraneal treafures *, p. 12. 

¢ Mr. Boyle was again defired to fpeak with the artift about 
* the method of foftening wood, and hardening it again. 

© Sir Robert Moray related, that an old watch, when to be 
© mended, was found to have the fteel fo hard, that it could 
< not be filed, either before it was heated, or after it was cooled 
© again, but only whilft it was red hot. 

© Mr. Zong mentioned to have feen a breaft-piece fo tough, 
« that it could not be pierced by a piftol-bullet, but was only 


“ indented. 
« Col. Tuke was defired to take an occafion to fpeak with 


. his highnefs Prince Rupert, concerning the way of tempering 


* fteel to that toughnefs, that it will not eafily be pierced; and 
“to fee whether he would pleafe to difcover it in favour ta 
* the fociety. 

© Dr. Croune’s three experiments, brought in at the laft meet- 
‘ ing, were read, and ordered to be regiftered +, as follows : 


“EXPERIMENT I. 


«An egg being put into half a pint of Champagne wine, 
<< firft a great number of fmal] bubbles rofe up to the furface of 
«< the wine, and there remained in the exact figure of the egg. 
** Then being left in twenty-four hours, there was a hard tar- 
“‘ tarous matter adhered to the fhell, of a fad redifh colour. 
«< This egg was taken out, and another put in, and after that 
“¢ another, to the number of five, all which hada quantity: of 
“‘ the fame matter crufted about the fhell; but the latter lefs 

“ than: 

* * Printed at London in 1639, in 4to. + Original Re- 

*gifter, vol. 11. p. 218, 




















XUM 





Dr. BircH’s hiftory of the Royal Society. 49 
‘‘ than the former, and the wine in about a week’s time loft 
<¢ its colour, ftanding open in the aif in a broad glafs, and 
“¢ looked like ftrong-beer in the glafs. 
«¢ Another fingle egg being left in the like quantity of the 
“< fame fort of wine a week, the fhell was corroded by the li- 
© quor in feveral places, which did not happen before. 


“< ExpERIMENT 2. 


‘© There were put into the ventricle taken out of a perfon 
“< executed about five pints of French wine, of which in three 
‘* days time a pint and an half tranfuded through the pores. 
«¢ In the fame manner it pafled through that gut, which is 
<¢ commonly called the duodenum, but through the :/eum in a 
“¢ much fhorter time. It brought with it through the pores 
“¢ of the duodenum much of the mucus, that lines that gut. 


“ EXPERIMENT 3. 


<¢ A carp being hung up in filliting, fo fitted that it might 
“¢ conveniently fwallow, and fack and bread being given. it, 
“¢ nut with a little fpoon into the mouth, it would not (as 
“* far as could be difcovered) fwallow it, and after four or five 
“‘ hours time died. This trial was made in Dr. Goddard’s 
“¢ cellar.” 


¢ Dr. Croune was defired to try the experiment of tranfuda- 


© tion upon the ventricle of a live dog, and to repeat that of 
© the carp with as much care as poffible ; and that of the ege 
‘ with fmall pieces of an egg-fhell put into a glafs with wine 
¢ Juted up. 

‘ Mr. Boyle mentioned, that he had tried the experiment of 
‘the egg in fack, and found it alfo incrufted with tartarous 
* matter. 

‘ It was queried, whether this was done by precipitation or 
€ gorrofion. 

‘ Dr. Croune was defired to give an account in writing of 
* the bladder of the tench killed in the engine ; which bladder, 
‘he faid, was found flat, but expanded itfelf again, when put 
‘ into the engine, upon the exhaufting of the air. 

‘ Dr. Wren was defired to acquaint Mr. Hooke, with the 
* apparatus and ptogrefs, which he had made in the experi- 
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‘ment of hatching eggs by the equal and moderate heat of a 
‘lamp, in order to profecute the experiment, which was faid 
“to have been fo far advanced, as that thereby blood was pro- 
¢ duced in eggs. 

¢ In the furvey of the zodiac the lord vifcount Brouncker and 
‘Sir Robert Moray affiened to themfelves Sagittarius; Mr. 
¢ Balle, Libra; Dr.'Pope and Dr. Croune, Aries; Dr. Wren and 
€¢ Mr. Hooke, Taurus. 

‘ Mr. Boyle was defired to try, whether highly rectified fpirit 
© of wine and camphire diffolved in it will flame away to- 
‘. gether. 

‘ May 6. Mr. Boyle made the experiment of fpirit of wine 
‘ highly reétified and camphire diffolved in it, which burnt all 
© away, the flame being on the top whitifh and blue beneath. 

‘He made likewife an experiment of a body fwimming in 
‘water, and by the addition of more water finking to the 
‘ bottom, and by the diminution thereof fwimming again. The 
© body fwimming was a little glafs bubble open at oné end, 
¢ and containing a bubble of air with water. The veffel, in 
© which this was exhibited, was a pipe of five or fix feet long. 
© And the like phenomenon followed on the blowing i in of 
‘air, and drawing it out again. Mr. Boyle being defired to 
‘ bring in a full account rs this in writing, declared his in- 
* tention of publifhing it in a treatife of his to be printed. 

‘Mr. Aubrey mentioned, that, holly-berries, after they have 
© Jain five or fix hours at the bottom of a veflel with water, 
-will rife and fwim in the middle thereof: which was thought 
“to be caufed by a kind of fermentation and fwelling, and 
* thereby taking up more fpace. ‘The experiment was ordered 
© to be tried in winter. 

‘He fuggefted, that grains of wheat, if good and. found, 
* will fink in water, and by finking get.a bubble of .air ftick- 
“ing to them; and after fome time rife again, the, bubble 
‘ breaking, and then fink the fecond time to the bottom, but 
* never rife again. This he faid he had tried-with all. other 
© forts of grain, except rye, but none of them did the like. 

© The virgula divina was tried, but by unlucky hands. It 
‘was ordered to be tried again with fhoots of -one year’s 

“growth, and after Gabriel Platt’s method, tying the end of 
* the 
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© the hazel to a ftaff in the middle with a ftrong thread, fo 
‘ that it hang even, like the beam of a balance. 

‘A toad and flow-worm were killed by throwing falt of 
* tartar and common falt upon them. 

‘ Mr. Hooke exhibited a microfcopical obfervation of.a fe- 
‘ male gnat, diftinguifhed from the male by the bignefs of her 
‘ belly; that of the male being thin and lank, the male having 
‘ alfo a tuft. 

‘ He being afked, whether he had received from Dr. Wren 
“an account of the way of hatching eggs by a lamp, anfwered, 
* that he had received it in good part; and that the doctor 
* had promifed to communicate the reft to him. 

‘Monfieur De la Quintinye’s letter was read, excufing his 
* not communicating for the prefent his difcourfe and experi-’ 
‘ ments of the culture of trees, and promifing to continue his 
‘labours upon that fubjeét; and intimating his inclination, 
‘ after more advancement in it, to publifh it. 

‘ Mr. Beal’s offer of fending to the fociety- fome hortulane 
‘ difcourfes in manufcript of Dr. ‘Fungius, and Caleb Morley’s 
*mnemonical fcrolls, together with his explication,’ was ac- 


“ cepted of. 
© Sir Robert Moray mentioned, that the Earb of Screed 


had affured him, that at the depth of fixty fathom water, fix 
‘men could pull up an anchor; which, when it came near 
* the furface, ten men could fcarce do. 

‘ Sir Robert moved, that it might be tried, whether’ bodies 
© would vary in their weight, being funk under water, as they 
‘ will do, being let down into deep mine-pits, according to 
‘ Dr. Power’s experiment, wherein a brafs-lamp, that was of 
¢ an exact pound weight at the top of the pit, weighed at the 
‘ bottom thereof, being fixty-eight yards diftant from the top, 
«lighter by an ounce at leaft. 

© Mr. Hooke was ordered to bring in fome experiments upon 
© every head of thofe queries, which he brought in writing at 
‘this meeting, concerning the condenfation of air, in order 
‘to make them in the compreffing engine. The faid querics 
© were ordered to be entered *, and were as follow: 


E 2. “I, 


* * Original Regifter, vol. ii. p. 2109. 
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‘¢ y. To what degree the air may by this means be con- 


“* denifed ? 
<¢ 2, What ftrength is requifite to condenfe it into feveral 


“¢ degrees ? 

<< 3, What bodies will fuffer a condenfation ? as what li- 
<* quors, whether water, quick{filver, oil, fpirit of wine, &c. 
‘¢ What folid bodies? as metals, glafs, ftones, &c. 

<¢ 4, With what force it will be able to fhoot a folid body ? 
“¢ as a bullet; or a fluid? as water, &c. 

<¢ 5. What bodies the air, or other liquors may be forced 
*¢ into or through? as whether through lead, tin, iron, brafs, 
“‘ box, ivory, Sc. whether the air may be forced into li- 
“¢ quors, as water, wine, Wc. 

¢* 6. How much heavier the condenfed air will be; or how 
<¢ much the weight of a light bulky body will be altered? as 
‘* whether it may be made heavy enough to make a feather, 
‘< the pith of elder, cork, or the like, fwim or float at the 
“* top of the ait? 

‘© 7, Whether fome fluid bodies will not grow folid and fixed, 
<¢ whilft they remain under a preffure ? 

*¢ 8. Whether the congruity and incongruity of fome bodies 
** will not be changed? that is, whether fome liquors, that 
“¢ were before congruous and mixt, will not prove incongruous 
“* and feparate from each other? and the contrary. 

*¢ g. Whether there will be any variation in the rifing of 
‘¢ liquors in fmall pipes ? and whether filtration would be hin- 


** dred or promoted ? : 
<¢ 10. What variation there will be found in the refra@tion 


“¢ of the rays of light ? 
*¢ yy. Whether the air may not grow thicker? that is more 


** opacous. 

‘© 12, What variation there will be found, as to heat and cold? 

*¢ 73. Whether fire will laft much longer, or be fooner 
“¢ extinguifhed ? 

<¢ 14, Whether the fmoak will at all defcend, or not rather 
‘< float at the top like a cloud. , 

<¢ 35. What hindrance bodies will fuffer in their motions 
“‘ through it? as how much flower a peidulum will vi- 


¢* brate, We, 


“¢ 16, 
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“¢ 16, What animals will live in it, and what die ? 

‘< How thofe that live endure it ? whether pleafantly or with 
“* regret: if it feem painful to them and offenfive? whether it 
‘* make them nimble and acute, or dull and fleepy, &e. 

“© Whether fifhes will live in water under a preflure ? what 
“¢ they are, and how they endure it? 

*¢ Whether with prefiure they will grow heavy and fink to 
*¢ the bottom of the veffel? whether feveral bodies, that will 
‘¢ fwim in water in open air, will not fink by the increafe of 


“© preflure ?”’ 





ArT. V. The FoRTUNE-TELLER, or footman ennobled. Be- 
ing the hiftory of the right honourable Earl of R and 
Mifs Lucy M—n—y. Jn two volumes, 12mo. Price 6s. 


Noble. 


OTHING could have obliged: us to the perufal of a 

performance fo wearifome as the Fortune-teller, but the 
abfolute neceffity under which we are laid by our plan, of 
giving fome account of every thing that appears in print. In 
the conduct of the piece, there is nothing either entertaining, 
interefting, or inftructive ; nor. yet the flighteft gleam of talent 
or invention. The narration, which is exceffively infipid, ma- 
nifefts as great an ignorance of the language in which it is 
written, as the piece does want of genius and obfervation. 

We fhall, in as few words as poffible, give the plot, and il- 
luftrate it with a quotation or two from the body of the work ; 
but firft we beg leave to prefent a few, out of the multitude of 
miftakes, in which this authorling has been involved by his ig- 
norance and affectation. 

Eleétion, he ufes for inclination ; evicted of, for being deprived 
of ; recur, for occur ; recapitulate, for ruminate ; fubjift, for exif; 
propriety, for poffibility; furprifal, for reprieve, &c. &c. Kc. 
drawing his arm out of his fhirt, he calls extracting it; putting 
it on, he terms encafing himfelf; and for reading a letter thre’, 
tells us he has furveyed every fyllable of it. 

The plan is as follows: A woman, who had led a very re- 
tired but genteel life in Hamp/hire, dying fuddenly, left an 
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only fon, to whom fhe had given an excellent education, with 
little money, and fewer friends, without ever having commu- 
micated to him what family he was of, or who was his father ; 
for he hail never feen this fon, who is the hero of the enfuing 
‘fheets. . Being thus fuddenly reduced from opulence to po- 
verty, he refolves to get into fervice, afluming the feigned name 
of Cajar Barrett, * My neceffities prevailing for my not being 
« over-nice in my choice, I travelled nto Werceferfiire, where, 
6 fays he, I ftruck at the firft place that offered, being in the 
‘ family of William M—n—y, Efq; neither could I poffibly 
‘ have gained a better, had I been to have made my election 
© through the whole country.” Ce/ar had not been long in 
this family, befere both his miftrefs and her daughter Lucy fell 
in love with him ; the advances of the former he rejected, but 
became fo deeply enamoured of the latter, * that her image 
* occupied the whole ftage of his foul.’ This tender pair re- 
folve to marry the firft opportunity that offers, believing that 
€ the ftrict union of wedlock can only be propagated by affec- 
* tion:’ and Mifs declares, that rather than not have Ce- 
far for a hufband, fhe would have chofen ‘ to have remain- 
© ed in the indefcriptible womb of non-exiftence ;’ and fooner 
than fubmit to wed the fon of Lord B n, who is pro- 
pofed by her father, fhe fays, * fhe would fupplicate for non- 
© exiftence,’ 

Cafar being one day lft in the extafties of embracing his young 
miftrefs, towhom he has given the pretty endearing name of F/s- 
via, is difcovered by the mother ; from whofe refentment he fe- 
cures him({elf by flight, never ftopping till he comes to a little 
public-houfe many miles from the fcene of his dete€tion. Here 
he takes up his lodging, and meets a Gip/y or ftroling fortune- 
teller, who takes a liking to him, and carries on a wretched 
correfpondence for feveral months between him and his Fioria, 
by whom he is largely fupplied with money. oria at length 
having abfolutely refufed my lord’s fon, is fuddenly hurried 
away to her uncle’s houfe, which is at a vaft diftance from her 
father’s. Thither Ce/ar and his companion follow her; and 
the former putting on petticoats, pafles for the daughter of the 
latter, who changes her female drefs for a red-coat, a fword, 
and the title of Major. In thefe aflumed characters they de- 
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port themfelves fo well, that they are carefled by the whole : 
county, and become quite intimate in the uncle’s family, where- 
by Floria and Cafar have a thoufaad opportunities of conver- 
fing together; nor were they once difcovered for more than 
three years; tho’ one day, our memoir-writer tells us, they 
‘ had like to have been caught in the very fac,’ the uncle 
having furprized them in a private walk, ‘ where they could 
* no ways avoid thofe tendernefles, that the recefs invited them 
‘ to, by the moft fond embracings of each other ;’ he obferves 
that they did not hear the old gentleman until he was clofe 
upon them, becaufe ‘ there is a kind of f{tupor over the facul- 
“ ties, as to every external object, whilft the very foul is iffuing 
into the bofom of the party beloved; then grafped-to one’s 
« breaft in the heat of amorous dalliance, this creating an ab- 
* fence of thought as to every other fenfation.’ 

Notwithftanding the very virtuous light in which Cz/ar fets 
his miftrefs, it appears from this circumftance, that fhe was no 
better than fhe fhould be; however, the old gentleman has 
not the leaft fufpicion of the truth of the matter; nor is the 
deceit found out, till they betray themfelves by talking too 
loudly in his hearing : he being a cool man, conceals his know- 
ledge of the affair, with a view to entrap them the more fe- 
curely ; but by his delay they have an opportunity to efcape, 
leaving Floria, and her uncle’s daughter Mifs Sally, who was 
her confidant, in doleful dilemma at their departure. 

Cafar and theGip/y, after this interruption of their pleafures, 
ramble about from place to place to avoid falling into the un- 
cle’s hands ; and one day, in which both are recapitulating the 
former accidents of their lives, the Gip/y difcovers Cefar to be P: 
her lawful fon, by the Earl of R—, a Scotch nobleman; but A | 
having been obliged to conceal the marriage for family rea- Be) 
fons, fhe had fent this the iflue of it to be educated in Hamp- 
foire, under the care of her fifter Mrs. Beaufort. When my a 
lord died, fhe took a journey into Hamp/hire, to draw her child +5, 
out of obfcurity, and place him in the {phere of life whereto ™ 
his birth intitled him ; but being informed that her fifter was ay 
dead, and that the boy had wandered away no body knew whi- . 
ther, in a fit of delirium fhe aflociated with a fet of Gipfes, iF! 


whofe vagrant courfe of life fhe vowed never to quit, till fhe 
E 4 fhould 4 
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fhould find her fon. This great end being now obtained, 
Cz/ar, whom we muft hereafter call my lord, and the Gip/y, 
alias the Countefs dowager of R ,» fet out for Scotland, 
where fhe put him in poileffion of 20,000 /. per annum. 
Having fettled his affairs in this part of the world, he re- 
turns to England, where by faving Mr. M4—n—y from ruin, 
and paying off a mortgage of 54,000/. that was upon his 
eftate, he obtains his confent to marry Floria. We cannot fay 
the old gentleman had behaved to her for fome time before with 
any great politenefs ; in one place we find him addreffing her 
thus— ‘ a lafcivious whore—who might have fat at the helm 
‘ of your fpecies ; to defcend fo low, as to become the trull 
‘ of a dirty fkip-kennel ; a fellow gendered from the very filth 
¢ and fcum of the earth.’ The novel concludes with the death 
of the countefs, Mr. A2—n—y and his lady, and leaves 
my lord and Floria a happy couple, with fifteen children to 
provide for. We fhall difmifs this article, with quoting a re- 
markable reflection made by his lordfhip on meeting fome dif- 
appointments in high life, * What is it in grandeur, fays he, 
¢ that can be fo taking with mankind, as in fpite of its nu- 
€ merous inconveniencies fhould draw men into the lufting 
¢ after it?” | 
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ArT. VI. OBsERVATIONS on the ancient and prefent flate of 
the xflands of Scilly, and their importance to the trade of 
Great-Britain. Jn a letter to the Rev. Charles Lyttleton, 
LL.D. dean of Exeter, and F.R.S. By William Borlafe, 
M.A, F.R.S. Price 6s. Sandby, 


HIS long letter contains a geographical general defcrip- 

tion of the Scilly ifles; with the topography, natural 
hiftory and curiofities of the moft remarkable iflands in parti- 
cular.—-The fubje& is fo rocky and barren, that it cannot 
produce much entertainment or inftruction.—The inhabitants 
boaft neither antiquity, hiftory, nor tradition Except the 
coarfe, uncultivated foil and naked rocks, all that prefents 
itfelf to the eye amount to no more than a few rude ftones, 
fuppofed to be the remains of temples confecrated to the wor- 
fhip of the Druids, a very few busrows of the pagan burying- 
places, 
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places, karns or heaps of ftones, the ruins of an abbey, the 
fragments of an old fortification, wretched farm-houfes, one 
or two miferable villages, and a curious light-houfe.——The 
author has made fhift to extend his detail of thefe particulars, 
together with a very dry hiftorical or rather chronological 
account of charters, and fome conjectures of his own, to one 
hundred and forty pages in quarto, of very good print upon 
excellent paper, adorned with four well executed prints, ex- 
hibiting different views of the iflands; befides a plate repre- 
fenting the plan of a fuppofed Druid temple. 

Mr. Borlafe gives fome plaufible reafons for thinking that 
the Scilly ifles known to the ancients by the name of Ca/- 
fiterides, and defcribed as only ten in number, have {uffer- 
ed fome great change by an earthquake or inundation. 

The reader will be pleafed to fee the defcription of the light- 
houfe in the ifland Agnes, which ferves as a beacon for fhips at 
fea. *‘ The greateft ornament of this ifland is the light-houfe, 
‘ which, as you may never haye feen one, give me leave to 
“defcribe. It ftands on the higheft ground, and is indeed a 
© fine column. ‘The building from the foundation to the bot- 
“tom of the lantern, is of ftone, fifty-one feet high,. the gal- 
* lery D four ; the fafh-lights eleven feet fix inches high by three 
* feet two inches wide ; each pane of glafs is one foot nine 
< inches and a half high by one foot five and an half wide of 
“the beft crown-glafs, the number of fafhes fixteen. The 
« column is divided into three ftories, marked by three lifts 
‘or aftragals A, B,C; the ftairs up to A are of ftone, but 
‘thence to B, and C, are of timber; on the floor of the 
‘fantern is laid a platform of brick, upon which ftands a 
‘ fubftantial iron grate, fquare, barred on every fide, in which 
‘the coal fire is lighted every night, and a bellows (of the 
‘ fame fize and make as finith’s bellows) fo fixed as to blow 
“ the fire when it wants that affiftance. The lantern E, con- 
¢ fifting wholly of timber-work and glafs, is a fpacious room; 
‘ it has a coving canopy roof, in the middle of which there is 
‘one large chimney F, which has many fubordinate funnels 
‘ round it, all piercing the roof, and contributing to difcharge 
‘ the fmoke. To fupply the fire they ufe a great deal of coals, 
£ which are drawn up through a trap door by means of a wind- 
3 ‘ Jaf; 
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¢lafs; what cinders the fire leaves are thrown into a gutter- 
* hole juft above I, and defcending through a hollow paflage 
« made purpofely in the buttrefs K, are difcharged at G. At 
«.D there is a gallery quite round the lantern, railed in ; this 
¢ gallery ferves for air to the fire-men, and to clean and re- 
‘ pair the windows, and, as is mentioned before, collects the 
‘ rain-water which defcends through the lead-pipe H into the 
‘ ciften L. The whole ftonework is plaiftered white, which 
‘makes it as ufeful a mark by day for fhips coming from the 
‘ fouthward as the light of the fire does by night.’ 

As the author’s conjecture concerning the depopulation and 
divifion of thofe iflands, is curious and well fupported, we 
fhall infert a few pages in his own words. 

© Two caufes of the extinction of the old inhabitants, their 
‘ habitations, and works of peace, war, and religion, oc- 
‘cur tome; the gradual advances of the fea, and a fudden 
‘ fubmerfion of the land. 

« The fea is perpetually preying upon thefe little iflands, and 
‘ leaves nothing where it can reach but the fkeleton, the bared 
‘ rock. 

‘It has before been mentioned that many hedges now un- 
‘der water, and flats which ftretch from one ifland to ano- 
‘ther, are plain evidences of a former union fubfifting be- 
“tween thefe now diftinét iflands. Hiftory fpeaks the fame 
‘truth. ‘* The ifles of Caffiterides, fays Strabo *, are ten in 
‘* number, clofe to one another, one of them is defert and 
‘< unpeopled, the reft are inhabited;” but fee how the fea 
‘has multiplied thefe iflands, there are now reckoned more 
‘than an hundred and forty, into fo many fragments are they 
‘divided. ‘The continual advances which the fea makes upon 
‘the land at prefent, are plain to all people of obfervation, 
¢ and within thefe laft thirty years have been very confiderable. 
© I was fhewn a paflage which the fea has made within thefe 
‘ feven years through the fand-bank that fences the abby-pond, 
‘by which breach, upon the firft high tide and violent ftorm 
‘ at eaft, or eaft-fouth-eaft, one may venture to prophefy that 
© this ftill, and now beautiful pool of frefh water, will become 
‘a branch of the fea, and confequently expofed to all the 

* rage 
* Lib. iii. Georg. 
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«rage of tide and ftorm. What we fee happening every day 
‘may aflure us of what has happened in former times, and 
‘ from the banks of fand and the low lands giving way to the 
‘fea, and the breaches becoming ftill more open and ir- 
‘ remediable, it appears that there has been a gradual declen- 
‘ fion and diminution of the folids, and as gradually a progref- 
‘ five afcendancy of the fluids for many ages. But farther, 
“ ruins and hedges (as has been obferved before, pag. 63.) are 
* frequently feen upon the fhifting of the fands in the friths be- 
“tween the iflands, and the low lands which were formerly 
‘ cultivated, (particularly thofe ftretching from Samfon to Tre/- 
© caw* ,) have now ten feet water above the foundations of their 
“ hedges, although at a reafonable medium we cannot fuppofe 
* thefe foundations formerly to have been lefs than fix feet 
© above high-water level, when the lands were dry, arable or 
* pafture grounds; this therefore will make fixteen feet dif- 
© ference at leaft between their ancient and prefent level ; 
“there are phenomena of the fame nature to be feen on thefe 
“ fhores ; as particularly a ftraight-lin’d ridge like a caufe- 
“way, running crofs the old-town creek in St. Mary’s which 
“is now never feen above-water. On the ifle of Annet as ic 
* faid before, pag. 41.) there are large ftones now covered 
‘ by every full tide,’ which have rock-bafons cut into their 
© furface, and which therefore muft have been placed in a 
« much higher fituation when thofe bafons, in other places ge- 
‘ nerally fo high, and probably of fuperftitious ufe for receiv- 
‘ ing the waters of heaven, were worked into them.+ Again— 
¢Tin-mines they certainly had in thefe rflands two hundred 
‘years before Chriftt. What is become of thefe mines? 
“for the mines at prefent to be feen fhew no marks of their 
‘being ancient. ‘To account for thefe alterations, the gradual 
‘ ad- 
«* Tbidem. 

“+ A perfon taking a furvey of the Chane/ in the year 1742, 

*“ took one of his ftations at low-water, as he told me, upon this 
“‘ rock,” [viz. the Gulph-rock, midway betwixt Penzance and Scilly] 
** where he obferved a cavity like a brewer’s copper, with rubbith 
“at the bottom, without being able to affign a caufe for it’s com- 
* ing there.” Heath's account of Scilly, p.157. This could be no 
* other than a rock-bafon, and confequently this rock is greatly funk 


‘by being now entirely cover'd with the fea, at leaft nine hours in 
* tavelve, ‘ t See pag. 74. 
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© advances and flow depredations of the fea will not fuffice ; 
“we muft therefore either allow that thefe lands, fince they 
* were cultivated, and built upon, have funk fo much lower 
“than they were before, or elfe we muft allow that fince 
* thefe lands were fenced and cultivated, and the houfes and 
“ other works now under water, the whole ocean has been 
* raifed as to its furface, fixteen feet and more perpendicular ; 
‘which latter fuppofition will appear to the learned without 
*doubt much the harder of the two. I conclude therefore 
‘that thefe iflands have undergone fome great cataftro- 
« phe, and befides the apparent diminution of their iflets by fea 
* and tempeft, muft have fuffered greatly by a fubfidence of 
* the land, (the common confequence of earthquakes) attended 
* by a fudden inundation in thofe parts where the above-men- 
“tioned ruins, fences, mines, and other things of which we 
“ have no veftiges now remaining, formerly ftood. ‘This in- 
‘undation probably deftroy’d many of the ancient inhabi- 
© tants, and fo terrified thofe who furviv’d, and had where- 
‘ withal to fupport themfelves elfewhere, that they forfook thefe 
¢ iflands, by which means the people who were the aborigines, 
¢ and correfponded fo long with the Phanicians, Greeks, and 
© Romans were reduced to the laft gafp. The few poor remains 
“of the defolation might foon lofe fight of their ancient pro- 
¢ {perity and eminence, by their neceflary attention to food 
‘and rayment; no eafy acquifitions, when their low-lands, 
‘ ports, and towns were overwhelmed by the fea. 

« Give me leave to obferve in the next place, that this in- 
* undation may be traced in the traditions we have had for | 
¢ many ages among the Corni/h, and ftands confirm’d by fome 
* phenomena on the fhores of Cornwall. 

‘ That there exifted formerly fuch a country as the Lioneffe, 
¢ ftretching from the land’s-end to Scilly ifles is much talked 
‘of in our parts. Antoninus places a little ifland called Liffia 
‘here, but whether he means the Wo/f ledge of rocks men- 
“tioned pag. 1, or any portion of the Scz/ly ifles is uncertain ; 
« however there are no appearances of any ifland in this chanel 
¢ at prefent. Mr. Carew, in his Survey of Cormwall, (pag. 3-) 
‘ argues from the plain and level furface of the bottom of the 


* chanel, that it muft at one time have been a plain extended 
¢ above 
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< above the fea. In the family of Trevilian, now refident in 
‘ Somerfet but originally Corni/h, they have a ftory, that one 
© of their anceftors faved himfelf by the help of his horfe, at 
‘ the time when this Lioneffe was deftroyed; and the arms of 
‘the family * were taken, as it is faid, from this fortunate 
‘efcape. Some fifhermen alfo have infifted that in the chanel 
© betwixt the land’s-end and Sci//y, many fathoms under water, 
‘ there are the tops of houfes, and other remains of habita- 
“tions; but I produce thefe arguments only as proofs of the 
tradition and ftrong perfuafion amongft the Cornifh, that 
« fuch a country once exifted and is now buried under the fea, 
€ not as proofs of the matter of faét, for of that I am very du- 
“bious, the Caffiterides, by the moft antient accounts of them, 
‘ appearing always to have been iflands. I rather guefs that 
‘this tradition of the Lioneffe, and a great country between 
‘the land’s-end and Scilly’s being overwhelmed with the fea, 
‘ might have taken it’s rife from that fubfidence and inunda- 
“ tion which not only thefe iflands have certainly undergone, 
‘ but part of the fhores of Cornwall alfo, for in Mount’s-Bay 
“we have feveral evidences of a like fubfidence. The prin- 
‘ cipal anchoring place is called a lake +, but is now an open 
‘harbour. St. Adichael’s-Mount, from it’s Cornifh namet, 
« muft have ftood formerly in a wood, but at full tide is now 
* half a mile in the fea, and no tree nearit. Leland, (Itin. vol. 
‘ iil. p. 7.) talking of this mount, fays that an ‘‘ ould legend 
“ of St. Michael {fpeaketh of a tounelet in this part, now de- 
‘¢ faced and lying under the water ;” in confirmation of which 
‘ alterations I muft obferve, that on the beach betwixt the 
- © mount and the town of Penzance, when the fands have been 
‘ difperfed and drawn out into the fea, I have feen the trunks 
‘ of feveral large trees in their natural pofition, (as well as 
“I can recolleé&t) worn fmooth juft above their roots, upon 
© which at full tide there muft be twelve feet of water; nei- 
© ther is what Mr. Scawen fays in his MS. § an inconfiderable 
‘ confirmation that Cornwall has loft much land on the fouthern 
* coaft, that there was ‘“‘ a valley between Rambead and Lao, 

“6 and 


‘ * Gules, from a feffe wavy azure and argent. a horfe iffluing Ar. 
“ $ Gwavas Lake. t Carreg liz en Kix, a hoary rock 
* in a wood, § Pag. 9, 10, written in his own hand. 


































& 











62 Mr. BoRLASE on the Plands of Scilly. 


« and that there is to be feen in a clear day, in the bottom of 
“the fea, a league from the fhore, a wood of timber lying 
“ on it’s fide uncorrupted, as if formerly grown therein, when 
«it was dry ground thrown down by the violence of the 
“waves. Of this feveral perfons have informed me (fays 
“ Mr. Scawen) who have, as they faid, often feen the fame.” 
«So that the fhores in Sci//y and the neighbouring fhores in 
© Cornwall (not forgetting the Wolf ledge of rocks midway 
© between both *). are equal evidences that there has been a 
*fubftdence of the land in thefe parts, and the memory 
* of the inundation which followed upon that fubfidence is 
€ preferved by tradition, though, like other traditions, greatly 
*enlarg’d and obfcurd by fable. 

‘ When this inundation happen’d we may be willing to 
‘know, but muft be without hopes of knowing with any 
“certainty. In the time of Strabo and Diod. Siculus, the com- 
«merce of thefe iflands feems to have been in full vigour ; 
“ abundance of tin carried in carts,” fays the latter; “ but 
“ ten iflands in all, (fays Strabo) and nine of thefe inhabited.” 
* The deftruction therefore of Scz//y, muft be placed after the 
“time of thefe authors; thatis, after the 4uguffan age, but 
¢ at what time after, I find nothing as yet that can deter- 
“mine: Plutarch indeed (of the ceflation of oracles) hints that 
© the iflands round Britain were generally unpeopled in his 
“time; tf he includes Sci/ly among them, and was rightly in- 
* form’d, then this defolation muft have happened betwixt the 
‘ reign of Trajan and that of Augu/tus. 

‘ There was 2 great fubfidence in the fouthern coafts of 
‘ England in the time of Edward the firft, whereby Winchelfea 
‘near Rye in Suffex was fwallowed up, and its ruins are now 
‘ three miles within the high fea +, and for the unhappy inha- 
« bitants who had loft their town, Edward the firft bought land 
‘ and gave it them, and there ftands the new Winchelfea. But 
« I mutt obferve, that if the fubfidence at Seily and AMount’s- 
* bay were fo late, we could not have been without fome no- 
* tice of it, and in the complaints of the monks of Scilly to 
* Edward the firft (which will be mentioned hereafter) we 
* muft needs have found fo great a misfortune particularly men- 

€ tion’d; 


* See before, Note * pag.go. + Norden’s Survey of Cornwall, 





























© tion’d ; whereas their petition was only for protection from 
‘ pirates and foreign failors. 

‘In the year 1014 happen’d a great inundation, of ‘which 
‘ the Saxon Chronicle gives this account: ‘* Hoc item anno in 
“< wigiliis Sanéti Michaelis. comtigitt magna ifla maris inundatia 
‘¢ per latam hanc terram quae longius expatiata, quam antea un- 
*¢ guam, demerit multa oppida et hominum numerum inenarrabi- 
‘¢ Jem.” But I think the cataftrophe of thefe iffands cannot 
‘ be placed even fo late as this ; for the monks being placed 
‘ here either by Athelftan, in the year 938, or foon after, no- 
‘ thing of this kind could have happened but it would have 
‘ appeared fomewhere or other, in the papers of Tavi/fock- 
Abby, at leaft, if the monks of Scilly were united to that abby 
¢ at its fhirft foundation inthe year g61. I therefore conjecture 
‘ that this inundation muft have happened before Athelfian’s 
“time; and by the /r74 annals I find an imundation which 
‘ might probably have affected the fouth of /reland, and at 
< the fame time reach’d Sci/ly and the coaft of Cornwall, whicli 
* are not above fifty leagues diftant from it to the eaft, nox 
‘ much more than a degree to the fouth of it. 

‘‘ In the end of March, A. D. 830, Hugh Dorndighe being 
*< monarch of /reland, there happened fuch terrible {hocks of 
“< thunder and lightning, that above a thoufand perfons were 
“< deftroyed between Corca-Bafcoin, a part of the county of 
<< Cork then fo called, and the fea-fide. At the fame time 
“¢ the fea broke through its banks in a violent manner, and 
“< overflowed a confiderable tra& of land. ‘The ifland then 
“<< called Jnnisfadda, on the weft coaft of this county, was 
“* forced afunder and divided into three parts. This ifland 
<¢ fays my author, lies contiguous to two others, wz. Hare 
«< Jfland and Ca/file Ifand, which lying in a range, and being 
<¢ low ground, might have been very probably ‘then rent by 
‘¢ the ocean *.” 

¢ As this inundation in the fouthern parts of Jredand feems 
‘ well attefted, and might not unlikely have reached Cornwall 
‘ arid Sci//y, I fhould think it moft fuitable to hiftory, that 

¢ this 

* Smith’s Natural and Civil Hiftory of Corg. vol, ii. pag. 11. 
Keating, pag. §2. An old Jri/ manu ¢-ipt. 
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“this was what reduced, divided, and deftroyed the Sei/ly 
¢ iflands, and over-run the lands on Mount’s Bay.’ 

The inhabitants fubfift chiefly by making fe/p; which is ma- 
nufactured in the following manner: ‘ Ke/p is made during the 
* months of ‘une and July, fomewhat later or earlier as the 
‘ feafon proves favourable (that is, dry) or otherwife, After 
* Fuly they think it for their advantage not to clip, or gather 
«any more weed, but let it grow till the fubfequent year. 
© There are feveral forts of this alga-marina ; the grofs bottle- 
* ore, which has hollow nobs, or puftules in it, is reckoned 
¢ to make the beft 4e/p. Each ifland has its proper limits af- 
* figned for gathering, of which limits they are exceeding jea- 
«lous, and will not fuffer any to tranfgrefs, and cut ore in the 
« territories of their neighbours. As the rocks near the fhore 
“ cannot furnifh a fufficiency of weed, they go off in fair wea~ 
“ther at full fea, and place their boats among the diftant 
© ledges ; when the water finks and their boat grounds, they 
“ get out of their boats, and with hooks cut off from the rocks 
* the ore-weed and load their boats; when the tide rifes, their 
* boat floats, and they bring their cargo into their own ifland, 
“ where they fpread it thin upon the beach that it may dry ; 
* after it has been turned often, and is dry, if the weather is 
‘ likely to prove wet, they cock the ore, as they term it, in 
© the fame manner as we do hay, but in much lefs heaps, and 
© let it reft. Having thus prepared the ore, and made a cir- 
“ cular fhelving-pit in the fand feven feet diameter, and three 
* feet deep, they line the fides of the pit with ftones, that 
* whilft they are ftirring the ore-weed neither fand nor earth 
* may infinuate itfelf into the £e/p, and debafe it: then putting 
‘ a {mall bufh of furze lighted, into the bottom of the pit, they 
“ place carefully and lightly fome of the dryeft ore-weed on 
‘ thefire. The fire, weak at firft, they nurfe with great atten- 
“tion till it gains ftrength, and then feed it with frefh ore, 
* which is brought to the mafter-burner, by boys or girls who 
‘ wait his commands, At this time the {make of the ore- 
‘ wood rifes, fpreads itfelf with the wind, like a thick heavy 
* mift, with a moft difagreeable fcent, and if it be calm wea- 
‘ther it hangs in the air for fome time after the burning is 
‘over; and, I fhould think, muft affect tender lungs, and 

‘ weak 
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® weak ftomachs ; when a fufficient quantity of the ore-weed 
‘ ‘is laid om, and the fire very ftrong, the whole has the ap- 
* pearance of bright burning embers ; they then fall to mix- 
* ing and ftirring it with iron rakes, from one fide of the pit 
* to the other, till it begins to run, and an imperfe& kind of 
* vitrification enfues ; and when all the mafs is melted, they 
* let it fettle, and it confolidates into a lump in the bottom of 
“the pit, as in a mould, or trough, and when cold it is fit 
© to thip off. 

* There is great difference in the quality of the 4/p, and 
© more {kill in burning it than one would imaginé; that which 
“is of clofeft texture and fmalleft grain, moft free from fand 
‘ and earth, is much to be preferred ; and in fome iflands they 
© are reckonéd to make better 4e/p than in others; in St. AZar- 
© tin’s beft of all. Havingdaid fome of the beft fort in a win- 
« dow in the month ‘of ‘une, the weather hazy and moift, I 
‘found it to imbibe the moiftare of the air plentifully, and 
“wet eVery part of the window whither foever I moved it; 
‘ and in a very rairty day and hight, it yielded mote water than 
* ufual, the water extremely falt and pungent. By this it ap- 
* pears that 4e/p, confifting of fea-falt principally, will waite 
“ and fuffer, if expofed to rain; and therefore the fooner it is 
© fhipped off after burning, the better it muft be, and the more 
* in weight. | 

‘ An induftrioas man may get five or fix pounds during the 
*two months of the 4e/p feafon; the year before I was at 
‘ Scilly, feveral perfons got more; but then they had the good 
© duck to fell ft at two pounds three fhillings per ton, which 
* was the greateft price it had to that time been fold at, When 
* it was firft made there, they fold it for eighteen fhillings, and 
« for three years laft paft for one pound two fhillings and fix- 
© pence per ton.’ 

Mr, Borlafe concludes with fome juft obfervations on the 
importance of thefe iflands to the Briti/h nation, and offers 
fome judicious hints for rendering them ftill more important 


and défenfible. 
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Art. VII. Memoirs of the court of Auguftus. By Thomas 
Blackwell, F. U. D. Principal of Marifhal-college in the 
univerfity of Aberdeen. Fol. Il. 4t0. Pr. 6s. Millar. 


HIS learned and ingenious gentleman, after having in 
his letter to the Duke of Newca/tle beftowed fome pro- 
per encomiums upon his noble patron, Sc. proceeds to the 
bufinefs of the fecond volume ; the contents of which are as 


follows. 


‘ Book V. The ftate of the empire after the Profcription. The 
© reduction of Rhodes by Caius Caffius. ‘The conqueft of the 
‘ Lycian Cantons by M.. Brutus. : 

¢ Book VI. War in Afric: Phenician antiquities: Cornificius 
‘and Varro. Pi€ture,of Rome under the Triumvirs: Hor- 
‘ tenfia and the ladies: Cafar defeated at fea. 

© Book VII. March from Afia. Ift. battle at Philippi: death 
© of Caffius. IId. battle of Phikppi: death of Brutus: ex- 
¢ tinction of liberty. Killing of Cz/ar canvafled. 

¢ Book VIII. State of the Eaft: Antony’s way of life: corpo- 
‘ ration of players, State of Italy: Ca/ar’s ficknefs : vete- 
‘rans mutiny. Fulvia and L. Antony : fiege: of ‘Perugia : 
‘ maflacres. Antony and Cleopatra at Tarfus: his. poet Boe- 
‘ thus. Submiffion of Domitius Enobarbus: peace of Brin- 
‘ dif. Love-adventures—marriages : peace of Mifeno. He- 
< rod the Great’s {tory : Parthian antiquities: Ventidius’ vic- 
‘tories. Cafar’s miniftry: Virgil and Horace, brought to 
© court : Areius and Athensdore philelopbems theif i important 
‘ fervices. 

© Book LX. Sicilian war— fhipwrecks— fens fightsin~- Cafes? S 
‘ diftrefs. Defeat and death of Sextus Pompey. . Lepidus di- 
‘vefted: change of meafures, and beginning of Ca/far’s 

. © mild adminiftration.” ) 


To give a general idea of this work: Our learned author 
has from ancient fcraps and fragments collected many of 
the moft interefting facts, and entertaining anecdotes, of the 
moft important period of the Roman hiftory, which, from the 
iwiquity of time, have arrived at us only in this ftraggling 
manner. In the execution of this work he has difplayed his 

learning, 
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learning, perhaps with more oftentation than art. It ought 
never to appear, that the chief purpofe of an author is to fhew 
his erudition: but a too conftant attention to this object has, 
in fome meafure, hurt even the plan of this performance ; for 
we find the courfe of the narration fometimes interrupted by 
philological and critical obfervations, which however curious, 
ingenious, or amufing, happen to be fo foreign to the hiftori- 
cal events, that they would make rather a whimfical appear- 
ance, even in the fhape of notes. 

Our author’s language is for the moft part reafonably good, 
tho’ in many places we cannot help thinking it very faulty ; 
which we fuppofe is partly owing to his familiar acquaintance, 
not only with the ancient, but perhaps all the modern lan- 
guages, which a man of curiofity and tafte would chufe 
to ftudy. But as the very faults of a favourite author are 
too apt to be copied (for the moft humble imitator that 
crawls, can make a fhift to copy faults) we think it our 
duty to take notice of fome of the moft glaring inftances of ir- 
regular language, that appear in this work. But before we 
defcend to particulars, we muft obferve once for all, that the 
promifcuous ufe of ancient and modern names of places and 
perfons, is hardly allowable in correét writing. And to tran- 
flate the proper name of a man from Greek or Latin into Eng- 
lifb, as 1 don’t know what Greek name into Crofbow ; or Anjfer 
into Mr. Gofling ; or inftead of Philppolis, to fay Philip/oury, 
which if we muft modernize fhould rather be Philip/burgh ; 
does not found well in a ferious performance. 

We mutt alfo take notice, that our author is fometimes 
faulty in mifapplying the particles, and often in omitting them. 
And to put an end to our general obfervations, théfe for tho/e, 
will for fhall, and would for /hould, are miftakes which occur 
almoft as often as any opportunity offers throughout the whole 
courfe of this performance. 

The prediétion of the fall of Rome, quated from Polybius.] 
Line 2. ‘ The two ways in which the conftitution of a ftate 
“may be over-turned.? Qy. fhould it not rather be dy 
© which ?” 

Line 19. * The government then affumes the prettief of all 
“ names, LEBERTY AND POPULAR SWAY; but becomes in 
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« effect the worf? of all things, A MOB-RULED NATION. 
From our learned author’s intimate acquaintance with the 
Greek language, we fhould never have thought of comparing 
one word of his tranflation with the original, if it had not been 
for forne appearance of improptiety in the prettie/ of all names; 
but efpecially in @ goverriment which becomes @ mob-ruled na- 
tion. Dr. Blackwell knows perfeétly well that the Greek word 
zados does not only mean pretty, handfome, or beautiful, but al- 
moft every thing that is great or good ; and according to this 
latitude of fignification, it might perhaps as_ properly be fup- 
pofed in this place to mean the moft noble, or if you pleafe 
the moft /pecious, of all names or titles. Oxdoxpatia, as every 
body knows, means the tyranny or abjalute power of the mobs 
but not the nation which is ruled by the mob. "This ochlocratia, 
which Polybius talks of, is not the wileft form of government 
imaginable ; accordingly it has feldom been obferved to laft 
beyond a few days, and for the moft part has flourifhed only 
for a few hours. 

~ Preface.) * Fulius Cefar’s memoirs.” Qu. why not com- 
mentaries, as they are ufually called, from the title which the 
great Author himfelf thought fit to give them ? 

The letter.] * What was drawing me fo foon from the circle 

of my friends in London.’ Qu. could what was drawing be 
Mr, P———’s own words ? 
' Lhe memoirs.] Page 3. * The nearer Gaul,’ feems to be a 
new phrafe, and not to found fo well as the old received one 
the Cifalpine Gaul.—Line 5. « Every thing dear to men,’ or to 
mankind.—Line 7. * The highef trial,’ founds ill ; befides, the 
fevereft would have been the properer word. 

Page 8. Note 1. * This rare lady.’ Such a phrafe is never 
ufed ferioufly, at leaft in modern Engli/fh, Our author means 
this extraordinary woman. 

: Page 13. line 28. ‘ He formed himfelf in the moft genuine 
¢ —manner.’ The Doétor is often particular in the application 
of this word genuine. 

——Line uit. ‘ This eminent youth’s younger brother, the 
¢ reverfe of Ais elder, thought he would become a great man.’ 

Pag. 14. line 28. ¢ ‘That mother-land of flaves,’ 
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Page 14. line 32. ¢‘ The Tar/ians, and other difaffected towns.” 
Pag. 16. line 5. ¢ The city Smyrna.’ The particle of is 
miffed here. ? 





Line 16, &c. ¢ When they parted from one an- 
‘ other— they were pretty /onely, and but ill prepared for great 
© undertakings, having neither men, money, nor fhips, Ge.’ 
Pag. 19. ¢ An embafly of Rhodians came to him with a 
« meflage full of thefe pretenfions, which are eafily invented to 
“colour treachery, Sc.’ 
Pag. 20. ‘ At this time two leaders— blew them up, with 


‘ expatiating upon their victories over Demetrius the ‘Vown- 


‘taker, Sc,’ ‘The phrafe to blow up is not ufually applied in 
this manner; and the Yown-taker might perhaps as well pafs, 
as he commonly does amongft the Engii/h writers, ‘ with his 
Greek diftinétion of Poliorcetes. 

Pag, 23. ‘The account of the fea-fght between. the Romans 
and the people of Rhodes, which is wrote with concifenefs and 
perfpicuity, concludes rather too tamely. ‘ They then gave 
‘ up the conteft, and in poor plight fled back to Rhades.’ 

Pag. 24. line 7. Newly /upplied {quadron ; reinforced feems 
the properer word. 

Pag. 2g. line 1, 2. ¢‘ They had pillaged the oracle of Apolla 
© at Claros,, that of the fame twin-god at Branchidé.’ There 
may be fome emphafis in this tzvin-god which does not at firft 
fight appear. 


Pag. 31. the note. Is it proper to call 4fa a term of ge-. 


graphy ? 

Pag. 32. line 6. * By a trad of frugality, temperance, and 
* courage.’ 
— Line 10. * Adedied to his dominions.’ Adjeétca 





feems to found better than moft of the new words with which » 


our language has been lately enriched. 
Line 11. ¢ One of thefe keen and happy fpirits,’ 





for thofe. 


Pag. 25 *. the fecond of that name, line 2, &c. * For itheld 


‘in general that all the princes and ftates that: loved or- 
F 3 ‘ der 


‘ This refers to a typographical error in marking the pages in 
the Dottor’s book. 
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‘der and a egal life, fuch as Attalus, Maffaniffa, the Athe- 


¢ nians, the Marfeillians, were friends to the fenate, to the 
¢ equeftrian order, and the common-wealth: but the rapa- 
¢ cious and debauched, fuch as Cleopatra, Mithridates of Com- 
4 magene, Ariobarzanes of Cappadocia, the Laodiceans, the Tar- 
‘ fans, and all the pyratical Cilician tribe, were zealous Ce- 
§ farians.’ 

A legal life might perhaps as well have been called a regu- 
Jar or a virtuous one; but as there is fomething curious in 
the obfervation which this fentence contains, we have thought 

Oper to infert the whole of it. 

Pag. 32. line g, * Lycia and Curia, high unequal coun- 
tries.’ Unequal is rather an odd word for mountainous or 
hilly. 
—~»— Line antepenult. &c, * But fo true a difciple was he 
“of the Aruspices, that he difcovered after all, that the 
¢ birds had direéted him to his Goon.” Is not Augures the pro- 
per word here rather than Arufpices? ‘The learned author 
furely knows this as well as any one living. 

Pag, 26. The conclufion of note 2. ¢ To which he joined a 
§ piece of criticifm that required accuracy and wide learning of 
‘ CHRONOLOGICAL MISTAKES.’ Our author ufes this word 
feveral times where extenftve would do better. 

Pag, 26. line rr. § And in a little” The word time added 


here would make it better Exgli/h. 
Pag. 29. line r. * Was a wound that imvenomed the more, 


¢ the lefs he durft re ale Fe,” 
—-— Line 7, ¢ Then the pent-up flame broke forth a- 


¢ gainft his bafe’ accufers, and uxgracious progeny.’ Inftead of 
ingrateful or unnatural. 

We find an affectation of common-place poetry and a florid 
ftile, with a mixture of incorre& language, in our author's 
defcription of the fiege and deftruction of Xanthus, the capital 
of Lyca, from: pag. 31. the fecond, to pag. 43.—The fame 
fault’ occurs upon the like occafion in other parts of the work, 
as in pag. 75. 

Pag. 50. line 3. * Md hipping-beys, and nurfery-companions, 


* of the young prince.’ 


Book 
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Book VI. pag. 54. ‘ Numidia——.and——Zama, he gave to 
© the famous Salluftius Crifpus——to be pillaged; which that 
© preacher of abftinence performed fo tightly, as to. acquire 
© the character of a monfter of inconfiftency in his life and 
‘ writings.” It is eafy to guefs what our author means 
by the word tightly here, but he might have chofen a better 
one. 

Swords-men for foldiers, pag. 8t. 

Women of honour and fair fame, -pag. 82. 

Pag. 66. line 22. * They (the Hungarians, c,) are fa- 
© mous for their atchievements under ‘fobn Zifta, the {courge 
© of monk’ry, &¢.’ Our ingenious author could furely have 
exprefs’d his meaning here, without coining a new word, and 
fuch an ungraceful one as monk’ry, which needed no contrac- 
tion to make it ftill the more fo. 

Pag. 67. line 7. ‘ He might have fairly rivalled it with Zx- 
© cretius, Fe.’ 

Qu. Whether there is any good authority for the phrafe 
vivalled it ? . 

Pag. 67. line 13. © This real Roman.’ True would not found 
fo ftrange as real feems todo here, and it exprefles the fame 
thing. 

Pag. 70. end of paragr. 1. ¢ Drove him (Fuba) and Petreius 
‘ to the defperate refolution of fighting together; or, rather 
* of running on each other’s fwords, to make a military exit.’ 
To make a military exit, we take to be rather too ludicrous a 
phrafe here. Perhaps our author’s meaning might as well 
have been exprefled in fuch plain words as, that they might die 
like foldiers. 

Pag. 72. near the bottom. *£ Yet it is certain that a noble 
© body of the/e men and thefe.horfes, were the very flower of 
‘ that tremendous army that boredown,’ &c. There would 
perhaps be no harm in changing the/e men and the/e horfes for 

Such cavalry, . 

Pag. 75. ‘ The battle joined with furious fhock—until this 

¢ great and good man—received a mortal wound, and glorious 


« fell in the caufe of Rome.’ This kind of poctical language 
feems to be out of its place. 


F 4 Pag. 
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Pag. $3. * The neceflity of affairs——- had forced them ta 
‘ harfher meafures than they inclined,’ The particle to at 
leaft is wanting here, to make it tolerable Engii/b. 

Pag. 84. ‘ But precepts and fchooling are weak reftraints 
* upon a headftrong youth, void of mercy and truth.” Mercy 
and truth are rather old-fafhioned words here, and might 
perhaps without much lofs be changed for Aumanity and ‘ho- 
nour. 
Pag. 85. “* It had been pity for Plancus—No man fpoke 
er wrote with more neatne/s.”’ | 

Pag. 87. © At the fame time this ftrange alternative was pror 
“ pofed, that whoever would willingly ftrip himRIf of his entire 
* eftate fhould have a right to re-demand the third part of it ; 
“ which was in effeét to lofe the whele, and then go to law 


* with the Triumvirs for the third.’ This was more properly 


giving up the whole, than merely /ofng. it. 

Pac. 89. * This able pleader ( Hortenfius) had three chil- 
< dren; ; two.fons and a daughter. The eldeft fon turned out 
‘ a worthlefs rake, and begot another ftill more worthlefs than 
‘ himfelf.’ 1£ our author means he begot another rake, it 


aight perhaps pafs. But, as he fays, that this eldeft fon of 


Hfortenfius begot another fon, fome exact prig of a critic who 
loves a little chicanery, may poffibly wifh to be informed 
whether this eldeft fon of Hortenfius begot this other fon for 
himfelf or for his father. 3 
Line 15, &c. * But Hortenfia the daughter inherited, 
‘ or fhall we fay intercepted the graces of the orator’s perfon, 
¢ and the fiscngth of his genius ?? Anfw. Perhaps it is fafer ta 
ftick to the firft word inherited, than to fay intercepted. 
Line 20. ¢ Hortenfia addreffing herfelf to thefe new 
‘ governors, faid undaunted, As decency required, my Lords,’ 
&¥c. This faid undaunted feems to give a blunt ungraceful 
air to this eloquent lady’s addrefs; fuch a common phrafe 
as fpoke to this purpofe might have done quite as welk i in this 
lace. 
. Pag. go. What occafion is there to ufe fuch an old-fafhion’d 
word as aggrieve, where there is no kind of joke or humour 
aimed at? 
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Pag. gt. line 4. * Thinking it hard in the general fubmif- 
‘ fion of the men, if the females fhould dare to harangue in 
‘the forum,’ &c.—Qu. fhould it be if or that? The females 
is rather a ludicrous word, and feldom or perhaps never ufed 
by very genteel people. ¥ 


| 


2d paragr. 1. 2d. ¢ catched by fhews.’ 

Pag. 93. line u/t, © That he had dafhed both Ais and his 
© friend Gellius’s name out of the dead lift.’ ‘The profcrib- 
ed or condemned is furely the proper epithet for 4 in this 


place, 
Pag.g4. © The worft of men throw in fome act of genero- 


¢ fity or mercy in the midft of their villainies, which ferves as 
© a fort of atonement to their own confcience, and is the foun- 
© dation of the maxim, that there is no chara€ter guite compleat, 





‘ either in good or evil.’ To indulge a little quibble, this can 


at moft be the foundation of only the only half of this maxim. 
Pag. 95. the bottom. ‘ Ca/cellius was in years, and of much 
‘ fuch a turn and fpirit as the old lively A/ainard, an eminent 


* ferjeant at law ; who, on the Prince of Orange’s comapliment- 


‘ ing him as the oldeft lawyer in Britain, replied with a bow, 


© that he had like to have out-lived the La w it/elf, if his Highnefs’ 


© had not come over to its refcue.” This old ferjeant Mainard 
feems to be introduced here fomewhat abruptly; and, from 
his unexpeéted appearance, makes rather an odd figure amongft 
the ancient Romans, But if our ingenious author could no 
longer contain himfelf from repeating the ferjeant’s witty re- 
ply, and foynd this fuch a happy opportunity for it, which is 
more perhaps than every reader will allow, he might as well 
have thrown it out in the fhape of a note. 

Pag. 96. note 1ft. ¢ This was his fort.’ It may be fuppofed 
that here ur author means, this was what he excelled in. It 
is impoffible to conceive how often this fort, this little hard 
ftunted French word has attempted to thruft itfelf into the Eng- 
lif) language. It is one of thofe many French pretenders, who, 
notwithftanding the repeated endeavours of the vain, haughty, 
and prefumptuaus enemies of our moft facred proteftant lan- 
guage will never be able to eftablith itfelf here. If it was lefs 
infignifigant than it is, there ftands an old Engli/) fort that will 
never fuffer it to pafs. 


Pag. 
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Pag. 96. line 19. ‘ Alluding to the liberty taken by fpecta- 
* tors to throw oranges and fruits at players.” Qu. Are not 
oranges fruits, or, if you pleafe, fruit ? Might not this fen- 
tence be made better Englifh, by fome very flight alterations ? 
—Alluding to the liberty taken by the fpectators of throwing 
oranges and other fruit at the players. 

Pag. gg. line 12. * Pompey’s fquadron confifted of light 
¢ agile frigates.’ The Englifb language has ‘not yet admitted 
the word agile. Neither is fwirls an Englifh word; fee line 
17. © The current and immenfe caverns on either coaft occa~ 
¢ fion fwirls and a rowl.’ 

Line 29. ‘ Gave Pompey in end a fair fuperiority.’, Why is 
the particle the omitted here, the fentence is not Exgli/b with- 
out it? 


Pag. 99. * But the fharp out-look kept by the admiral.’ I 
think it is ufual to fay Jook-out. 

Pag. 100. line 7. ‘In midft.? The particle the omitted 
again. 

Pag. 101. line penult. ¢ As tho’ they had been immedi- 
¢ ately to offer him battle.” One would rather chufe to fay 
as if. 

As the nature of our undertaking obliges us to take notice 
of feveral other performances which have lately appeared, we 
muft defer what further obfervations we have to make upon 
this learned work, to fome future occafion, 





Art. VIII. 4 Series of Dissertations on fome elegant 
and very valuable Anglo-Saxon Remains: 1. 4 gald coin in 
the Pembrochian eabinet, in a letter to Martin Folkes, E/q; 
Tate prefident of the Royal Soctety, and of the Socie iy of Anti- 
quaries. 2. A filver coin of Mr. John White’s,‘in a@ letter 


te Mr, White. 3. A gold cain of Mr. Simpfon’ s of Lincoln, 
in a letter to Mr. Vertue. 4. A jewel in the Bodleyan Li- 
brary. 5. Second Thoughts on Lord Pembroke’s coin, in a 
letter to Mr. Ames, fecretary ta the Soctety of Antiquaries. 
Alfo the coins engraved on a copper-plate. With a Preface, 
wherein the queftion, whether the Saxons coined any gold 
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or not, is candidly debated with Mr. North. By Samuel 
Pegge, A.M, 4°. Pr. 2s. 6d. Whifton. 


E apprehend it would be needlefs to give any particu- 
lar account of this work. For as it chiefly tends to 
cftablifo a fact of great importance to the curious colleétors of 
our Englifh Antiquities, to wit, THAT OUR SAXON ANCES- 
TORS HAD AMONGST THEM SOME COINED GOLD; it is 
natural to fuppofe, that none of thofe curious perfons who 
find themfelves much interefted in that important queftion 
will reft fatisfied without perufing the work itfelf, in which it 
is difcufled. Whether this queftion is here candidly debated (as 
the author declares) or not, might perhaps as well be left to 
the impartial reader to pronounce ; tho’ for ought that appears 
to us even Mr. North himfelf has no caufe to complain in this 
refpect. We cannot difmifs this article without fome excep- 
tion to the author’s language, which we are afraid is not 
Sterling Englifh throughout ; not to mention fome words, fuch 
as the adverb groundedly, and the verb differtate, which feem 
to be of Mr. Pegge’s own coining. Butthe Englifh language 
will probably grow neither the richer nor the bafer for them. 
For harfh ill-founding aukward words do not eafily become 
current in our language, even tho’ the learned and great opi- 
niatre their eftablifhment. However, this gentleman’s new 
words have a claim to the more civil treatment, that he does 
not throw them out with the infolent air of one who pretends 
to improve the Englifb language, while perhaps he is only 
endeavouring to ftiffen it with Latin, or inervate it with French 
words and phrafes. 
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Art. IX. Medical and Chemical OBSERVATIONS on AN- 
Timony. By Dr. Huxham. Pr. 1s. Hinton. 


HE Doétor, in the beginning of this treatife, gives a 
very neceflary caution againft the rafh ufe of antimonials ; 
and judicioufly obferves, * that though antimony is without. 
¢ all doubt a moft excellent mineral, when duly prepared, and 


* fkilfully adminiftered; yet whoever would give antimonial : 


f medicines with fafety and fuccefs, fhould be well acquainted 
| £ with 








“6 Dr. Hux HAM on Antimany. 


‘ with the analyfis of that mineral, and its component princi- 
‘ ples; fhould know what different combinations, preparations, 
‘ and dofes of therm will effect; otherwife it may prove a poir 
‘ fon inftead of a remedy.’ And this he illuftrates by feveral ex- 
amples. 

As to its analyfis he fays, ¢‘ That clean, crude antimony 
‘ confifts of much fulphur, and a confiderably greater quantity 
‘of reguline metallic parts,, which laft conftitute the very 
‘ body or eflence of antimony, and in which refides its draftic 
« power and emetic quality. The fulphur, or at leaft what 
* may be called the external fulphur, is little or nothing dif- 
‘ ferent from common fulphur, and ferves to blunt or fheath 
« the points of the reguline particles, to the fpiculine or needle- 
‘ like form of which the doétor attributes the emetic qua- 
* lity of antimonial preparations. The lefs therefore,’ fays he, 
* of the external fulphur that adheres to the reguline part of 
‘ antimony, the more vehement is its operation, and vice ver/a. 

* But befides this grofs external fulphur, as he calls it, which 
“ is not at all neceflary to the conftitution of the reguline, me- 
« tallic part, he fays, an internal or metallic fulphur appears 
¢ abjolutely requifite to the exiftence of the regulus as regulus ; . 
‘ for when antimony is quite deprived of all its fulphur, by what 
“ is called the humid or dry calcination, it ceafes to be metallic . 
‘or antimony, and can never be reduced to its original nature 
‘ and form, but by the addition of fome fulphureous body.” 
Of which he gives feveral inftances. 

His obfervations on fome of the common antimonial prepa- 
rations are very ingenious and ufeful, and upon the whole it 
appears, that the preparations are more or lefs active, accord-_ 
ing as the proportion of the fulphur to the reguline part is di- 


minifhed or increafed. 
He obferves that ‘ fulphur auratum, Kermes mineral, Rujfel’s 


‘ powder, or Wilfon’s panacea of antimony without fire, are 
* all of the fame nature, though indeed fomewhat different in 
‘ their ftrerigth, and pretty uncertain in their operation; and 
* therefore require a careful hand to prepare, and a good head 
* to adminifter them with advantage. Whoever would give 
‘ them,” he fays, ¢ fhould begin with fmall dofes, as a grain 


‘ or two; ‘but as he finds they agree, may gradually increafe 
* to 











2 


Dr. Hv xn aM on Antimony. ce 
t to eight or ten, efpecially if they are intimately incorporated 
¢ with : any refinous extract, natural balfam, or the like. But 
« the dofes fhould by no means too quickly fucceed one the 
¢ other; for folid antimonials may lie a confiderable time in 
«the body without any fenfible effect, and yet, at length, 
‘Ss operate all on a fudden, with exceeding great violence, par- 
* ticularly when wine, cyder, or any vegetable acid, are fwal- 
‘ lowed upon them.’ 

Wherefore he greatly prefers the infufion of the glafs, re- 
gulus, or crocus of antimony, in found generous wine, to any 
‘other preparation of that mineral, as by far the moft certain, 
fafe, and effectual ; and the vinum antimoniale made with glafs, 
or regulus, he thinks the beft, which in the advertifment pre- 
fixed to the obférvations, he orders to be prepared as follows : 

« Let one ounce of well prepared glafs of antimony, pow- 
* dered, be infufed, cold, in 24 ounces of found Madiera wine 
© for 10 or 12 days, fhaking it fometimes.—Let it fettle for a 
‘ day or two, thendecant the wine, and filtre it thro’ whitifh- 
© brown paper, and keep it in a glafs bottle well ftopped, 

‘ The antimonial glafs fhould not be powdered and rubbed 
© much in a brafs or bell-metal mortar, left the particles of 
* the copper fhould be rubbed off with it, which will alfo dif- 
© folve in the wine. 

‘ This antimonial ‘wine,’ he fays, < may be given out of 
“ whey, tea, wine, beer, cyder, in a word, out of any aque- 
© ous of vinous liquor, from 30 or 40, to ‘bas or 80 drops to 
© adults, as an alterative, attenuant, and diaphoretic; not 
‘but that the firft dofes commonly caufe a flight naufea or 
© fickifhnefs at the ftomach, and fometimes even a {mall de- 
“gree of puking, with a ftool, or two.—But after ufing it two 
* or three days the ftomach is fcarce at all affeéted by it.’ 

‘The doétor recommends ‘ antimonials, and the vinum anti- 
© moniale in particular, in obftinate rheumatifins, in cold fcor- 
© butic affections, m moft cutaneous difeafes, in afthmatic, 
* leucophlegmatic, and icteric diforders, in old ftubborn head- 
‘ aches, vertigo, epilepfy, and mania.’ He likewife-very fre- 
quently gives it ‘ in fome acute as well as chronic diforders ; 
* and particularly in flow fevers, low irregular intermittents 
* and remittents, in catarrhal fevers, in a peripneumonia notha, 

* and 
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« and even in a true peripneumony, after proper evacuations, 
< towards the clofe, when the fpitting is prematurely fupprefled, 
© and great anxiety and difficulty of breathing come on. In 
¢ like circumftances,’ fays he, ‘ it is very proper in the fmall- 
© pox alfo; and I have had the fatisfaction, through divine 
« goodnefs, of feeing it many times very happily fucceed in 
* many defperate cafes ; the expectoration returning fometimes 
* with a gentle vomitting, fometimes a ftool or two, and fome- 
€ times an univerfal kindly {weat. 

* It may be given,’ he fays, ‘ with fafety, and repeated with 
© fuccefs, two, three, or even four times in twenty-four hours 
¢ in fmall dofes, and fo continued for days together. And he has 
¢ very frequently given it with fuccefs, from ten to thirty drops, 
©to children of a year or two old, in the chin-cough, and 
© afthmatic oppreffions, when an attempt to force down more 
© naufeous medicines had endangered a fuffocation and con- 
“ yulfions.” 

But though the doétor prefers the vinum antimonale above 
mentioned to any other preparation of antimony, yet we muft 
not neglect mentioning the antimoniated zthiops, as he calls it, 
which, he fays, he has given for a great many years, with 
great advantage, in feveral cafes, particularly in cutaneous 
diforders, obftructed fcrophulous glands, rheumatifms, . &c. 
when the common zthiops had been found much lefs fuc- 
cefsful. It is prepared of crude antimony, exceedingly fine 
powdered, p. iij. of pure quickfilver, p iv. of flowers of ful- 
phur, p. ij; rubbed into an impalpable black powder, dofe 
from 9 fs to 3 ij. 





Art. X. The APPRENTICE, a farce in two aéls, as it is per- 
form’d at the theatre royal in Drury-lane. By Mr. Murphy. 
Pr.1s. Vaillant. 


HE author ufhers this performance into the world with 

an advertifement containing a panegyric upon the actors 

by whom it was exhibited; and indeed, confidering the fuc- 
cefs which attended the reprefentation, he cannot fay too much 
in their praife: for, without their affiftagce, the Apprentice 
3 would 
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would hardly have emerged from his native obfcurity, by the 
intrinfic merit of the piece. 

The profeffed aim of the author was to reform a fet of ap- 
prentices, who (it feems) aflemble at a certain alehoufe, and, 
inftead of converfing like other mortals, fpout tragedy, or in 
other words repeat fragments of plays with great vociferation, 
to the manifeft prejudice of their mafters, the utter perverfion 
of their own underftandings, and the grievous difturbance of 
the neighbourhood. 

This may be a laudable undertaking, and even a confcien- 
tious act of duty in Mr. Murphy, who is faid to have been 
once a member of that venerable fraternity: but, as this cha- 
racter or difpofition is limited to a petty beerhoufe in one of the 
avenues of Covent-garden, the moral of the piece cannot be 
very exterifive, nor the humour (if it contains any) be gene- 
rally underftood. 

In order to convey a more diftin& idea of the produ@tion, 
we fhall feverally confider the plan and the execution. 

Dick, the fon of Wingate, a paffiorate old uffrer, having 
been bound apprentice to an apothecary, elopes from his ma- 
fter ; nay, abandons his matter’s daughter too, with whom he 
was in love, and accompanies a crew of ‘ftrollers to Briftol, 
from: whence he is fent up to London, in a waggon, like a 
flitch of bacon configned to his father by a quaker with whom 
old Wingate correfponded.——T he young man being queftioned 
about his mifconduét, replies to his father in {craps of plays, 
which the fenior underftands in the literal acceptation, and 
admits as an apology for his indifcretion. Then Dick, with 
the affiftance of his mafter’s man Simon, whom he had infected 
with the itch of acting, robs his father of a laced coat, which 
the old ufurer had taken in pawn, and forms the refolution of 
running away with his mafter’s daughter Charlotte, who is 
locked up, for what reafon we know not; at the fame time he 
refolves to vifit his friends of the fpouting-club, with which the 
fecond aét opens. 

This affembly is compofed of Dick’s companions, including 
an [ri/bman and a Scot, who mouthe theatrical fpeeches with 
fuch noife and confufion, as alarms the watch; a battle en- 
fues, and all the members of the club are taken prifoners, ex- 
cept 
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cept Dick, who efcapes captivity by being knocked dowzi. He 
forthwith provides himfelf with a lanthorn and ladder, which 
he applies to the window of Ghar/otte’s apartment, and, in imi- 
tation of Ranger, carries off his miftrefs clandeftinely, though 
he might have had her for the afking. 

_ Scarce has he atchieved this adventure; when he is arrefted 
for a debt he had contracted at Bri/tol, and carried to a fpung- 
ing-houfe; where, after having writ to his mafter in the ftile 
of Othello, he amufes himfelf in rehearfing with Charlotte. In 
this fituation the young couple dre vifitéd by their parents; and 
Wingate being provoked by the poetical repartees of his fong 
chaftifes him with manual operation ; but is at length reconciled 
to him on the apothecary’s agreeing that the fon fhall take Ghar 
lotte in marriage, and old Wingate have the handling of her 
fortune ; an accommodation which is promoted by Dick’ $ pro- 
mifing to be a new man. 

The reader will judge how far the author has adhered to 
probability, in making fuch a lad, as the apprentice, fuffer 
himfelf to be tamely cooped up in a waggon ; talk to an in- 
cenfed father of Wingate’s character in fuch a ftile, upon fuch 
an occafion ; enter his mafter’s houfe by a ladder; when the 
door was open for his admiffion; divert himfelf and Charlotte 
by repeating plays in a fpunging houfe, though deftitute of 
fubfiftence, and. threatened with being fent to Newgate; and 
laftly reform all of a fudden, for what ?——becaufe he was to 
be rewarded with the pofleffion of Charlotte, who had already 
followed him to a jail, and feemed to admire him for that very 
extravagance which he now promifes to lay afide. 

With refpe& to the execution ; we feldom find an ufurer of 
Wingate’s ixafcibility ; that {pecies of mankind, confifts chiefly 
of cool, fly, phlegmatic hypocrites, who having no inflam- 
matory paflions themfelves, take the advantage of the over- 
heated tempers of their neighbours. 

The Scot, we apprehend, is mifreprefented both in his foi- 
ble and diale&t, few or no north Britons are fired with the 
ambition of becoming a¢tors; and certain we are, the Cale- 
donian {pouter, in the Apprentice, neither ufes the pronuncia- 
tion nor the idioms of his country; for example, * What 


‘ dof lier at mon a “ when I enaded in the Reege- 
‘ ‘ ceede :’ 
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© ceede:’ “yeflerneet;? ¢ neet;’ ‘impeediment,’ © leefp,’ ‘ fqueent,’ 
© leem’d, ‘ fbeen’d,’ © Mocbeeth,’ &c. not but that this 
member is difmiffed with great propriety to tranflate Tacitus or 
Grotius; for, it is a melancholly truth, that every idle Scotch- 
stan who cannot, or will not earn his bread by the employ- 
ment in which he was brought up, commences author, and 
undertakes to tranflate books into a language of which he is 
entirely i ignorant. 

In our opinion, the author has fucceeded but very indif- 
ferently in drawing the character of his own countryman, the 
Hibernian: His pronunciation indeed favours of the brogue; 
_but his phrafealogy is, we conceive neither Engl nor Irifh; 
his dialogue is extremely flat, and there is only one coftive at- 
tempt, in the whole character, towards that peculiar folicifm 
which is diftiaguifhed by the appellation of an /rif bull. But 
that the reader may judge for himfelf, we fhall tranicribe part 
of the fcene in which he makes his appearance. 


Trifhman. Arrah, my dear, but what is the fame epitaph 
now? 

Dick. * Arrah, my dear coufin Mackfhane, won't you put 
a remembrance upon me?—— 

Irifhman. Ow! but is it mocking you are ?——Look-ye, 
my dear, if you’d be taking me off——Don’t you call it taking 
off ?—~By my fhoul I’d be making you take yourfelf off. 
What? If your being obftropolous, I would not matter you 
three fkips of a flea. 

Dick. Nay, prithee, no offence——I hope we fhall be bro- 
ther-players. 

Irifbman. Ow! then we'd be very good friends; for you 
know two of a trade can never agree, my dear. 

Scotchman. Locke is certainly reet in his chapter aboot innate 
ideas ; for this mon is born without any at all——and the other 
mon yonder, I doot, is no great heed-piece.—— 

Dick. What do you intend to appear in? 

frifbman. Othollo, my dear, let me alone; you'll fee how 
Til bodder °em——Tho’ by my fhoul, myfhelf does not know 
but I’d be frightened when every thing is in a bub-bub, and 

* Stratagem. 
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nothing tobe heard, but ¢ Throw him over’, ———over with 
© bim’——* off, of, off the fage—* mufic’——* won't y* ha’ fome 
© orange-chips —* won't y ha fome non-pareills —’Ow !|— 
but may be the dear craturs in the boxes will be ducking at my 
legs——Ow ! to be fure———the devil burn the /uck they'll give 
’em. 

Dick. 1 fhall certainly laugh in the fellow’s face.— 

Trifbman. Ow! never wied) it let me alone, my dear— 
may-be I’d fee a little round face from Dubin in the pit, may- 
be I would; but then, won’t I be the firft gentleman of my 
name that turn’d ftage-player My coufins would rather fee 
the ftarve like a getittemdes with honour and reputation——my- 
felf does be afham’d when I think of it.-—— 

Scotchman. Stay till you hear me give a fpecimen of elocution. 

Dick. What, with that impediment, Sir? 

Scotchman. Impeediment! what impeediment? I do not 
leefp—do I?——I do. no fqueent——I am well leem’d; am I 
Hot! 

Trifhbman. By my fhoul, if you go to that, I am as well 
timber’d myfelf as any of them, and fhall make a figure in 
genteel and top comedy.—- 

Scotchman. T\l give you a:fpeecimen of Mackbeeth— 

Irifoman. Make hafte, then, and I'll begin Otholl.— 

Scottchman:—Is this a dagger that I tee behone me, &c. 

Lrifbman. [eollaring bim.] Willian, be fure you prove my 


love a whore, &e. 








On the whole, we think the character of Simon the moft 
entertaining and beft conducted part of the farce. There 
is in the prologue and epilogue fome humour and a good deal- 
of pert vivacity; though inftead of being parts of the piece, 
according to the ori, ginal practice of the deome, now unknowst 
or unheeded, they, like all modern prologues and epilogues, are 
calculated to introduce the characters of the players-that fpeak 
them. 
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Art. XI. The EnctishMan return’d from Paris. Being 
the fequel of the Englifhman in Paris: A farce m two aéis. 
By Samuel Foote, E/g; Pr. 1s. Vaillant: 


HE public is obliged to Mr. Foote for the ‘entertain- 

ment; which his humour hath formerly afforded. We 
look upozrt this laft to be equal, if not fuperior to his other 
productions, Buck returned from Paris, is a natural and ftrik- 
ing picture of an Engli/b clown diftorted into all the extrava- 
gance of affectation; who has refigned his principle, without 
acquiring any new idea, and defpifes the character and cu- 
ftoms of his own country, without feeming to underftand 
thofe of any other. Crab’s character is well coloured; but 
we apprehend, not fo correétly defigned. Is not his deport- 
ment too brutal, andhis heart too humane? Does not he recede 
from his difpofition, when he pays that compliment to the 
Scotch nation, which by the bye, is thruft in by the head and 
fhoulders, and not eafily underftood? Is not the author too ha- 
tional in his farcafms upon the French? Are not fuch reflec- 
tions fo maniy facrifices made to the galleries, at the expence 
of politenefs and common juftice —T he denouement or cataftro- 
phe is extremely diverting, thought it is brought about in a 
very abrupt manner.—The reflections are, in general, juft 
and pertinent, the dialogue fpirited; and the incidents enter- 
taining ; tho’ there is no intrigue, recognition, nor change of 
fortune in the conduct of the drama. As a fpecimen of the 
piece we have tranfcribed part of a-fcene in act 2. 


Enter Servant. 
_ Ser. Young fquire Racket, and Sir Toby Tallyhoe, who call 
themfelves your honor’s old acquaintances. 

Buck. Oh the brutes! By what accident cou’d they difcover 
my arrival? My dear, dear lor, aid me to efcape this em- 
barras, | 

Racket and Tallyhoe without. 

Hoic a boy, hoic a boy: 

_ Buck. Let me dye if I do not believe the Hottentots have 
brought.a whéle hundred of hounds with them. But they fays 
forins keep fools at a diftance, I'll receive ’em en cérémonie. 


G 2 Enter 
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Enter Racket and Tallyhoe. 
Tally. Hey boy, hoics my little Buck. 
Buck. Monfieur le Chevalier, votre trés humble ferviteur. 
Tally. Hey. 
Buck. Monfieur Racket, je futs charmé de vous voir. 


Rack. Anon, what! | 
Buck. Ne m’entendez-vous : Don’t you know French ? 


Rack. Know French! No, nor you neither, I think. Sir 

Toby, foregad I believe the papiftes ha’ bewitch’d him in foreign 
parts. 
Tally. Bewitch’d, and transformed him too. Let me perifh, 
Racket, if I don’t think he’s like orie of the folks we ufed to 
read of at fchool, in Ovid’s Metamorphis; that they have 
turned him into a beaft. 


Rack. A beaft! No, a bird you fool. Lookee, Sir Tody, 
by the lord Harry, here are his wings. 

Tally. Hey! ecod and fo they are, ha, ha. I reckon, 
Racket, he came over with the Woodcocks. 

Buck. Voila des viritables Anglis. ‘The ruftic rude ruffians ! 

Rack. Let us fee what the devil he has put upon his pole, 


Sir Toby. 
Tally. Ay. 
Buck. Do, dear favage, keep your diftance. 
Tally. Nay, fore George, we will have a fcrutiny. 


Rack. Ay, ay, a fcrutiny. 
Buck. En grace, la jonquil, my lor, proteé& me from thefe 


pyrates. 

Ld. ¥. A little compaffion I beg, gentlemen. Confidex, 
Sir Charles is upon a vifit to his bride. 

Tally. Bride! Zounds, he’s fitter for a band-box ; Racket, 
hocks the heels. 

Rack. [have ’em knight. Foregad he is the very reverfe of 
a Bantam cock: his comb’s on his feet, and his feathers on his 
head. Who have we got here! what are thefe three fellows; 
paitry-cooks? [Pointing to the fervants who attend to drefs him. 

Enter Crab. 

Crab. And is this one of your newly acquir’d accomplifh- 

ments, letting your’ miftrefs languifh for 2 —— but you have 


company, I fee. ) 
Buck. 
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Buck. O, yes, I have been inexpreffibly happy. Thefe 
gentlemen are kind enough to treat me, upon my arrival, 
with what, I believe, they call in this country, a rout.— 
My dear lor, if you don’t favour my flight. But fee if the 
toads a’n’t tumbling my toilet. 

Id. . Now’s your time, fteal off; I’ll cover your retreat. 

Buck. Mac, \et La ‘Fonquil follow to refettle my cheveux.— 
Te vous remercie mille, mille foix, mon cher my lor. 

Rack. Hola, Sir Toby, ftole away ! 


Buck. O mon Dieu. 
Tally. Poh, rot him, Jet him alone. He'll never do for 


our purpofe. You muft know we intended to kick up a riot, 
to night, at the play-houfe, and we wanted him of the party ; 
but that fop wou’d fwoon at the fight of a cudgel. 

Id. F. Pray, Sir, what is your caufe of contention ? 

Tally. Caufe of contention, hey, faith, I know nothing of 
the matter. Racket, what is it we are angry about ? 

Rack. Angry about! Why you know we are to demolifh 
the dancers. 

Tally. True, true, I had forgot. Will you make one? 

Id. F. I beg to be excufed. 

Rack. May hap you are a friend to the French, 

Ld. F. Not I, indeed, Sir* ‘ But if the occafion will per- 
mjt me a pun, tho’ I am far from being a well-wifher to their 
arms, I have no objection to the being entertained by their 
legs. ee 
Tally. Ay! why then if you'll come to night, you’}l fplit 
your fides with laughing, for I’ll be rot if we don’t make them 
caper higher, and run fafter than ever they have done fince the 
battle of Blenheim. Come along, Racket. [ Exit. 


——e 





Art. XII. The Universart Visiter: Or, Montlly Me- 
morialift. For January 1756. Pr. 6d. Gardner. 


HIS is a periodical pamphlet propofed to be continued 
monthly ; it confifts of feveral loofe pieces in profe and 
verfe, thrown together in the manner of a magazine; from 


which it differs in having fewer fubjects, lef variety, and half 
G 3 a 








ee 








86 Foe UNEVERSAL VISITER. 


a fheet more of paper. In. the daily advertifer of the 7th of 
February, it is thus recommended by the renowned Mr. orator 
Henley, * A letter acknowledged from one of the beft hiftori- 
< cal and ingenious writers, Mr. Re/t, and my recommenda- 
€ tion of his Univerfal Vijiter > or, Monthly Memoria fi ; its 
¢ beauties.’ We dare fay every body will pay a proper de- 
ference to {uch a forceable recommendation: however, that 
the Vifiter is not the child of one father, but the offspring of a 
little community, the members whereof g/eneraufly club their 
wits for public entertainment, is difcovered in the introduction 
of it, where the undertaters inform us that, ‘ as they have 
¢ had the honour of a favourable reception feparately ; they 
© cannot defpair of the fame fuccefs when their endeavours 
< are united.’ Their title to the encouragement of the pub- 
Jic will beft appear from a fpecimen of their performance ; 
wherefore we fhall extract a letter brought from the fhades, 
by an intelligence raifed purpofely for the ufe of the Vifter, of 
whofe damnation we fear this infernal correfpondence is an 
omen. The pretty pertnefs of the ftile of this letter; the vein 
of humour that runs through it, and the ftrength of the anti- 
thefes wherewith it is interfpérfed, {peak it the work of an 


amazing genius. » 


Thais of Corinth, to Mfrs. T C— P. at Jamaica. © 
By favour of Mr. Bencraft. 


¢ My dear, Bravo! you have out-done not only the ter- 
reftrial world, but, the infernal world. You have been 
very particular, and you have beenvery univerfal. Vice is ad- 
mirable in itfelf, but an apologift for vice, oh !——encore ! 
encore !—you will be amazed to hear me spout French, but 
I affure you it isthe language of Tartarus. You have got 
into a hot climate; it will facilitate your matriculation, In 
vain will it be for me to brag of my Corinthian brafs, you 
have Engltfbed-it out of countenance. We are all ready. 
Good bye.’  THats, 
“ P.S. Cleopatra, Helen, and felf, defire our. beft refpe&s 
* to mifs 4—, lady R—, and all our good friends in Covent- 
¢ Garden.” , 
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A little lower we are prefented with the following fix lines, faid 
to be fpoken extempore over a cup of neétar by Orpheus, as he 
drank to the health of Dr. Boyce, to whom they are meant as 
a’compliment. | 
































Orpheus, with Jafon, won the golden fleece, 
It is allow’d :——fo much for tuneful Greece. 
Corelli souNDED SENSE in ev'ry line; 
Italia, we acknowledge him divine: 


You juftly cdaim’d the laurcat wreath tillnow:  - 
But, learn, there isan ENGLISHMAN !—and bow. 


Had Orpheus never written better, he certainly fhould have 
been damned -with his works. : 

The following bagatelles we prefent for their curiofity > and 
readily allowthemtobe the compofitions of a graduate in the uni- 
verfity of Nonfenfe; but as the editors of the Vi/iter have been 
pleafed to acknowledge, in fome meafure, their obligations to 
this gentleman; they oughtfairlytoown, that manyother pieces 
in this collection owe their birth to him; whoever reads the 
verfes to the hon. Mrs. Spencer, in the 41ft page, and peroration 
in the 44th, will, without hefitating, admit that none, but a 
perfon who had made a confiderable progrefs in that revered 
univerfity, could write fo profé@@hdly. 


BAGATELLES. 


By Charles Conundrum, E/g; a graduate of the univerfity of 
Nonfenfe. 


Ride, fi fapis. Mart, 





A notable piece of logic ; in which, amiong other things, are 
determined the Jongitude, and perpetual motion; with a view 
to the art of fying. 

‘ It isagreed, that whatfoever may, 
© That likewife can: for can doth may obey : 


¢ But who both may, and can, is more than man ; 
© For can MAY MAY; but MAY can never can!’ 


PERORATION. 


§ Variety can deck th’ hiftoric page ; 
* And novelty may lend her youth to age: 
G4 § Mufic’s 
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€ Mufic’s Orphéan voice its aid may give, 

¢ And charm the painter’s labours till they live: 

¢ Philofophy may look with fober eye ; 

¢ While mirth, in contraft, fhakes with laughter by: 
$ With Ceres, Flora too may crown the hours, 

¢ And deck the ufeful reaper’s hook with flaw’rs. 

¢ Oh! if all thefe our humble toil may join, 

¢ Britain, with tranfport, we could with them thine.’ 


We ought not to difmifs this piece withaut obferving that, 
the fecular ode on the jubilee at Pembroke college, Cambridge, 
1743, feems to be a wark of genius, but executed in a loofe 
rambling manner. ‘The following ftanza is a pretty imitation 
of Spencer. als 


‘ But chiefly thou, Dan Spencer, peerlefs bard, 
¢ Sith in thefe pleafaunt groves you ’gan devife, 
© Of red-crofs knight, and virtue’s high reward, 
¢ And here firft plann’d thy works of vaft emprize, 
¢ Defcend! nor thy inferior fons defpife. 
¢ Chaunting her praifes on this feftal day, 
¢ Who taught us, where the road to honour lies, 
‘ Her fteps ftill marking out the arduous way : 
© Bleft is the theme ——— and blefled be the lay.” 
In the fong entitled the Morning, {aid to be written by a lady, 
and fet to mufic by Mr. Howard, there is fomething pictu-~ 


refque, and a pleafing aflemblage of images. 





ArT. XIII. 4 third LETTER to the people of England, on 
liberty, taxes, and the application of the public money. Pr. 1s 
Scott. 


HIS is a child of the fame father that produced the for- 

mer two,—its complection virulent, and its difpofition 
fretful and untoward ;——here we are told that the nation is 
ruined and undone by debts and taxes, incurred to fupport the 
intereft of Hanover ;—that the Germans are inhuman and rapa- 
cious ; the Ru/ffians, beafts of prey ; and the poor Engli/h, inno- 


cent lambs, on the brink of being devoured by thofe blood thirfty 
) brutes 
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brutes in conjunction ;—that the miniftry is a knot of knaves 
and fools, the infatiable, and the nation impoverifhed, 
Perhaps there may be fome truth in what this monitor ad- 
vances ;—indeed all the truths in his letters are hackney’d 
truths ; and he, and fuch as he, have made them fo.—T here was 
once a lunatic confined to his chamber in a certain paved court, 
not a mile from Soho-Square, and being deprived of the power 
to do mifchief with his hands, he, one night, made fhift to 
throw up the fafh and call fire! fire! with great vociferation ; 
the neighbours, terrified at this dreadful exclamation, ran into 
the ftreet, half naked, crying, where! where! and the mad- - 
man replied, ‘in my brain.’ This alarm he afterwards re- 
peated fo often, that it loft its effect. And, at laft, whena 
houfe in the neighbourhood really took fire, and the people 
gave notice of the accident, the inhabitants of the court beliey- 
ed it was one of the lunatic’s conceits, and lay ftill in their beds 
until they had almoft perifhed in the fames.——The author of 
this letter is not, cannot be fuppofed to intereft himfelf fo 
warmly inthe caufe of the nation as he pretends todo, His. 
production is not the language of fincerity and true patriotifm, 
but the raving of fpleen and difappointment. He is not the 
real perfon he reprefents, but @ poor player, who ftruts and frets 
his hour. upon the-flage, and then is heard na more, He either 
does not underftand his fubjeé&t, or he purpofely makes abfurd 
inferences and falfe calculations; he affirms that the reductien 
of intereft fram feven to three per cent. is one caufe of the mi- 
fery of the English people ; whereas, in fa¢t, it is the confe- 
quence of their wealth and commerce, He alledges that 
nearly two “parts in three of every man’s Jabour and fubftance, 
are confumed in taxes; and that therefore the people of Eng- 
land are miferable drudges, beggars, and flaves. We have 
not leifure to refute thofe hardy affertions, but fhall only ob- 
ferve, that an induftrious tradefman, who maintains his family in 
affluence, and even faves money by his labour ; when he reads 
this allegation, and appeals to his own fenfes, will be apt to 
reject every aflertion in the performance as equally untrue. 
Weak-headed writers often betray their fubje&ts by attempting 


fo prove too much. This has been the misfortune of many 
earned 
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learned divines;: it may be. the cafe with the letter-writer, 
if he has. any: other defign than. that.of attracting the regard 
of the miniftry, even there he may be-till difappointed. We 
remember to have feen an old fybil, that ufed to fweep the 
paflage into the Park, fhe was wont to raife her fpirits with a 
cordial, and then curfe the higher powers in public. She 
raifed contributions of ha'f-pence with great fuccefs from the 
tranfient individuals of a certain party: and laid her account 
with being maintained at the public expence, fhould fhe ever 
deferve the regard of juftice. For fome time fhe proceeded in 
this ftrain without having the good fortune to be noticed, 
till at laft growing outrageous, in. confequence of being 
overlooked, fhe was conveyed before a magiftrate, who com- 
mitted her to Bridewell, where fhe was feverely fcourged and 
kept to fhort commons and hard labour, until fhe had fweated 
out all her regard for the pope and pretender.—Had fhe been » 
a more dignified charaéter, perhaps her ears might have been 
nailed to the pillory. 





Art. XIV. La nuit et moment, ou les matines de Cythere. 
DIALoGueE*, 


Hac legite, aufteri, crimen amoris abeft. 
Night and opportunity, or the mattins of Venus, a Dialogue, 
Pr. 2s. 6d Imported by Nourfe and Vaillant. 

HE fuppofed author of this performance, has acquired 
fome reputation in the world for the elegance and pu- 
rity of his ftyle, the warmth of his colouring, and the tender~ 
nefs of his expreffion. But, he ought furely to incur the de- 
teftation of fociety, as well as the correétion of the civil ma- 
giftrate for proftituting thefe talents to the infamous purpofe 
of debauching the human mind. A common pimp, who pro~ 
cures for the fenfuality of individuals, is an harmlefs animal, 
when comparedto fuch a dangerous bawd who fets up for 
corrupting the chaftity of whole nations, and infinuates him- 
felf into the clofets of the moft virtuous and retired. What- 
ever profit fuch writings may yield to himfelf, and whatever 
pleafure they may afford-to his youthful, giddy and inconfi- 
derate readers, the wildeft libertine will upon recollection 
hold 
* Note, it is thought to be written by the celebrated Monf. Creb—n 
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hold him in contempt, and defpife the pandar who thus mi+ 
nifters to his loofe defires. 

The dialogue is fo inflammatory and obfcene, that we with 
it was in our power to fhroud it with the veil of oblivion, tho’ 
were we to criticife it as a compofition, we fhould declare it a 
very unequal performance, languifhing frequently in whole 
pages of dry drawling narrations, and remarks equally unen- 
tertaining and unfuitable to the fituation and intereft of the 
fcene which the author means to defcribe, , 





Arte XV. La Pucelle d’Orleans, The Maid of Orleans, a 
Poem, Pr.25. Jmported by Vaillant, 
E are given to underftand, in the preface of this poem, 
that it is the work of a celebrated author; and that 
it remained thirty years in the cuftedy of the editor.. Who 
this celebrated poet is, he feems to declare by a print of JZ, 
de Veltgire’s head in the title-page, 

Wecan perceive no refemblance in ftyle or manner between 
any acknowledged work of that author, and this Pucelle d’Ore 
leans, which is a burlefque upon Chapelain’s poem on the fame 
fubje& ; and, in our opinion, executed with great humour 
and profanity.—The verfification is rough, rambling, and un- 
equal ; tho’ that inequality feems to be the effect of careleff- 
nefs, rather than of incapacity ; for, there are fome fine, {pi- 
rited defcriptions fcattered through the poem. It is divided 
into fifteen books, the firft of which is intituled, The bonour- 
able amours of Charles VII. and Agnes Sorel ; the fege of Or- 


" leans dy the Englith ; the apparition of St. Denis, &c. &c. &e, 


In the fecond book, Joan armed by St. Denis, repairs ta 
Charles VIL. at Tours ; an account of what fhe did by the way, 
Book 111. contains, 4 defcription of the palace of Folly—Battle. 
in the road to Orleans—Agnes puts on the armour of Joan, ané 
goes in queft of her lover ; fhe is taken by the Englifh, and ber 
modefty is much mortified. Booki1v. Joan and Dunois engage 
the Englith ; their adventure in the caftle of Conculix. Bookv. 
The cordelier Grefbourdon, who attempted to ravifh Joan, is in 
hell, and relates his adventure to the devils. Book v1. The ad- 
venture of Agnes and Monrofe; the temple of Fame; the ad- 
venture of Dorothea, Book vit. in what manner Dunois faved 

2 Dorothea, 
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Dorothea, who was condemn’d to death by the inquifition. Book 
vii1. Agnes Sorel purfued by the chaplain of John Chandos ; 
the vexation of her lover; what befalls her in a convent. Book 
1x. the Englith ravifh the nuns of the convent ; battle between 
St. George for England, and St. Denis for France. Book x, 
Monrofe flays the chaplain—Charles retrieves Agnes, who con- 
cealed herfelf with Monrofe in the caftle of Cutendre. Book xt. 
they leave Cutendre’s caftle—Battle between the maid and John 
Chandos ; ffrange condition of the combat, to which the maid 
fubmits ; a vifion and miracle that faves Joan’s virginity. Book 
x11, as how John Chandos wanted to be familiar with the de~ 
vout Dorothy; Trimouille and Chandos engage in fingle com- 
bat; the proud Chandos is vanquifhed by Dunois. Book x111. 
A great feaft at the town-houfe of Orleans; Charles attacks 
the Englith— Account of what happens to the fair Agnes, and 
her fellow-travellers, Book x1v. As how Joan was expofed to 
a firange temptation, and as how Agnes and Dorothy were 
imprifoned in the ca/ftle of Conculix, &c. Book xv. The wife 
of the prefident Louvet grows madly fond of Sir Talbot, and 
introduces him into Orleans— The king’s danger— The punifh- 
ment of Conculix, 





ART.XVI. L’empire des Paffions, ou Memoires de Mr. de 
GERSAN., The Empire of the Paffions, or the Memoirs of 
Monf. Gersan. Pr. 25. par M. Perin. 

Trahit fua quemque voluptas. 
Londres, chez Jean Nourfe, Libraire. 
HIS romance is like a play performed by a ftrolling 
company, in which there is a great deal of tinfel and 
frippery without any tafte, much declamation and no nature ; 

a variety of parts aéted by the fame player, with no va- 

riation in his manner, and very little difference in his drefs. 

It moves no paffion but contempt, becaufe it it is not written 

from the heart, but from the imagination ; the characters are 

not copied from life, but drawn from a crude fancy, poorly 
furnifhed from antiquated novels.— Monfieur de Gerfan isa 
galanty whom no lady,can refift ; the effect of his appearance 


among the fair fex, is as inftantaneous as that of the gorgon’s 
head ; 
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head; with this difference, that he foftned, whereas the gor- 
gor hardened the beholders.— Monfieur de Gerfan, with afl 
his accomplifhments, is an ungrateful rafcal, who forfakes a 
Jady to whom he owed the higheft obligations ; and debauches 
a fhopkeeper’s daughter, by means of an informal marriage, 
which he intended to difclaim, after he fhould be cloyed with 
poffeffion.— He forfeits his charafter and commiffion, by his 
want of principle and difcretion; repairs to Madrid, where 
he is hofpitably entertained in a Spani/b nobleman’s family, 
and contracts an intimacy with the young count, who com- 
municates to "him in confidence, the ftory of a private marriage 
which he had contracted with an Abdigal in Malta. This in- 
cludes an account of his being taken with his fair fpoufe, and 
enflaved by the Turks; an humble imitation of thofe adven- 
tures, which fo often occur in Spani/b romances. 

Monfieur de Gerfan employs the whole artillery of his qua- 
lifications upon the heart of his friend’s coufin, whom he car- 
ries off from a convent, ruins and deferts, after her father had 
died of grief at her elopement: this is the return he makes 
for the hofpitality with which he had been entertained by her 
relations, He afterwards breaks his mother’s heart, quarrels 
with his father, travels to Naples, where he is p--x--d by the 
fhopkeeper’s daughter whom he had formerly married, kills 
an Italian Count in a duel, fights and difarms his brother at 
Venice, returns to Paris and fucceeds to his father’s fortune, 
refcues a damfel from a convent, croffes the fea to England, 
fees by accident the lady whom he firft abandoned, and whom 
he never feems to have remember’d till this accidental meet- 
ing.—She dies, and leaves him her fole heir, becaufe he de- 
ferved fuch favour at her hands; then he returns to France, 
and marries a young lady, whofe heart he had captivated 
before. 

In our opinion, there can be nothing interefting in fuch a 
worthlefs character; nor is there any variety, invention, {pi- 
rited defcription, or ftriking incident in the whole perform- 
ance; and the fole merit it can have in the eyes of any 
reader is a dafh of obfcenity, with which all the French au- 
thors of this ¢lafs take care to feafon their productions. 


2, ART. 
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Art. XVII. Performances in Painting and Sculpture now in 
hand, or lately finifhed. 


I. N allegorical pifture by Mr. Hamilton, for his Grace 

the Duke of Bedford.The compofition is allegorical; — 
and exhibits the education of ‘a young lady, whofe charac- 
ter and attitude are fuited to her years. She is prefented by 
her mother to Minerva ; behind her are the fifter-arts, Paint- 
ing and Mufic; on the other fide appear the three Graces 
differently employed ; one of them is remarkably elegant, 
and the drefs finely imagined; the draperies are in general 
eafy, and the folds extremely natural. 

2. Drawings for three different prints by Mr: Strange — 
This gentleman’s merit as 4 drawer and engraver, is fo uni- 
verfally known and acknowledged; that we have no occafion 
to compofe his eulogium, tho’ we will venture to recommend 
the three drawings he has lately finifhed, as a moft agreeable 
entertainment to every perfon oftafte and fenfibility. Two 
of thefe pieces are taken from celebrated pictures of Pietra de 
Cortona, preferved in the Hotel de Tholoufe in Paris; and the 
third from a famous painting of Sulvator Rofa. ‘The firft re- 
prefents ‘Fulius Cafar repudiating his wife Pompeia, who is re- 
prefented as quitting the place with all the fury of a *flighted 
woman ; there is befides anger, a kind of dignified difdain ex- 
prefled in her countenance, which feems to be the effe& of 
confcious innocence : Cz/ar is exhibited in the attitude of re~ 
ceiving Calphurma in her room. ‘The dignity of his character, 
the elegance of his figure, and the very features of his counte- 
nance, delineated.in antique gems, bufts, and coins, are won- 
derfully preferved. Calphurnia difcovers all the mildnefs of her 
fex, contrafted with the fpirit of Pompeia: ‘The decorations 
are magnificent, and defcribed with great propriety: The 
fcene lies before the portico of a fuperb palace; and on the 
other fide a temple of Grecian architecture, appears on the back 
ground, together with a groupe of Roman foldiers; with mili« 
tary enfigns difplayed.— The fuhje& of the fecond piece is the 
finding of Romulus and Remus. A fhepherd. prefents one of the 
infants to his wife, who receives it with all the eagernefs of 
benevolence, at the door of a cottage ; while a little boy holds 
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up his hands in a tranfport of childifh curiofity, as if wifhing 
to handle the prize’: the daughter, within the cottage, eyes the 
fcene with a look of meeknefs and fatisfaction : a pigeon fondly 
flutters on a corner of the roof; and the background exhibits 
a charming paftoral landfcape, on which we fee at a diftance 
the wolf fuckling the other twin. Every figure in this per- 
formance is beautiful, benign, and expreffive, and contributes 
to difpofe the mind to peace, benevolence, and fatisfa€tion.— 
The third piece from Salvator Rofa, exhibits Belifarius in 
his adverfity, and difcovers a happinefs of imagination, and 
frength of expreffion, peculiar to that. inimitable artift. 
Every particular of the fcens betokens decay; we fee frag- 
ments of {culpture and architeCture ftrewed on the ground; a 
pile of buildings feems to nod and totter; an old tree rears its 
blafted top to heaven ; and Belifarius ftands, amidft the ruins, 
a noble monument of greatnefs and misfortune ; while a groupe 
of foldiers eye him from a corner, with looks of forrow and 
furprife, in which are mingled a reverence and awe, that re- 
ftrains them from intruding upon the privacy of their old ge- 
neral. His fhattered armour denotes his military character ; his 
attitude is finely imagined ; his figure extremely elegant, not- 
withftanding his fcanty drapery and matted beard ; his afpect 
expreffive of fortitude and feeling ; and his importance fuch as 
fills the whole fcene without a rival: a circumftance in which 
this compofition excels that of Vandyke on the fame fubje, 
for there the foldier firft attracts the eye, and eclipfes his blind 
general. The accurate elegance, and delicacy of the drawing, 
are almoft inconceivable; and we cannot help congratulating 
our country, on having produced fuch an artiftas Mr. Strange, 
with whom very few engravers in Europe can come in com- 
petition. 

3. An Hercules by Mr. Riefbach.—With regard to the 
Hercules by Mr. Rie/bach, though the publick has in ge- 
neral had an opportunity of being acquainted with the me- 
tits of that performance, we rifque nothing in faying, it 
is certainly one of the fineft figures that has ever been exhi- 
bited in this country. ‘The attitude, tho’ quite different 
from that of the Farne/e, is no le's eafy and natural; perhaps 


it is not quite fo mufcylar as the ancient ftatue, but the parts 
are 
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are neverthelefs confpicuous, and judicioufly reprefented. And 
a greupe of marble, reprefenting Diana and Endymion. — 
The artift has remarkably diftinguifh’d himfelf in the charac- 
ter of the latter, who is faft afleep: the pofture of the figure 
is eafy, and every way correfponding to the ftate he is in. 
The Diana is no lefs beautiful ; her attitude is graceful, and 
produces an agreeable contraft with the other. ‘There is great 
propriety in the peculiar attributes ; gentle Cupids are differ- 
ently occupied, and the fhepherd fufficiently characterized by 


his rural implements. 
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xp The ARTICLES omitted in this Number will be taken 
notice of in the next. 
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To tHe PUBLIC. 


PTE candor and indulgence of the Public, will, we hope, 

excufe any little defects that may appear in the difpofi- 
tion of the articles that compofe this firft Eflay ; as we do not 
pretend to be altogether perfect as yet, in the mechanical part 
of our undertaking; and have been more ftudious to cater 
variety for our wicks, than to arrange the difhes of the en- 
tertainment, 

If we have in this Specimen commended too lavifhly, or 
condemned too feverely; if we have omitted beauties, and 
exaggerated blemifhes; if we have afforded any reafon to 
doubt our tafte or integrity ; we profefs ourfelves open to con- 
viction and reproof; and fhould any perfon take the trouble 
to demonttrate our errors and mifconduét, we will endeavour 
to improve by his cenfure, and kifs the rod of correction with 
great humility, 

Far from thinking ourfelves infallible in the art of criticifm, 
we fhall thankfully acknowledge any hintsor affiftance we may 
receive from the learned and ingenious of every denomination, 
We requeft the favour of their remarks; and, in a particular 
manner, addrefs ourfelves to the GENTLEMEN OF THE TWO 
Universities, for whom we profefs the moft profound 
veneration, and with whom we fhall be proud to cultivate an 
occafional correfpondence. . Ske 

cH Letters dire&ted to our, Publifher, R. BAtpwin, &e. 
will be received with due regard. | ; 




















